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TRANSPORTATION | ROAD PROJECT

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

State Sen. Larry Taylor’s office 
plans to file legislation this week 

seeking extra state funding for a 
new bridge to Pelican Island.

The legislation comes after 
Texas A&M University at Galves-
ton officials spent last week lob-
bying the legislature for a bridge 
that goes around the campus 
after news broke that Galveston 
County and the city of Galves-
ton were nearing a plan to build 

a new bridge that would contin-
ue to route traffic through the 
school’s campus.

The proposed legislation was 
announced during county com-
missioner’s workshop meeting 

Monday morning. Taylor’s office 
confirmed it was working on a 
budget item, but the details, in-
cluding how much it would ask 
for, had not been finalized.

That news came just before 
commissioners learned that a 
new bridge would be more ex-
pensive than previously estimat-
ed.

The scaled-down bridge, the 
version taking traffic through the 
Pelican Island campus, is now es-
timated to cost $89 million, Gal-
veston County Engineer Michael 
Shannon said.

It had previously been estimat-
ed at $77 million.

Residents wanted more street lights, but did they  
get more than they bargained for?
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Alvin ekes out  
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Pelican Island bridge might get more state funding
Senator files bill after 

week of Aggie lobbying

TRANSPORTATION | 25TH STREET PROJECT

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

A project to repave and replace 
utilities along 25th Street could 
take about 18 months to com-
plete, city official said.

In addition to repaving more 
than 4,000 feet of asphalt from 
Broadway to Seawall Boulevard, 
the project will replace old water 
and sewer lines, according to city 
planning documents.

In the city’s 2019 to 2023 cap-
ital improvement plan, the city 
estimated the project would cost 
about $4.6 million, the majority 
of which will come from a vot-
er-approved five-year capital im-
provement plan.

The $212.5 million bond 

package, approved by voters in 
2017, sought to improve streets 

City to repair another 
major thoroughfare

“If everything 
goes according 

to schedule,  
we anticipate  

issuing a notice 
to proceed on 

25th Street  
in June.”

Marissa Barnett 

Galveston spokeswoman

GOVERNMENT | WHITE HOUSE BUDGET PROPOSAL

By LISA MASCARO

Associated Press

 » WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump 
proposed a record $4.7 trillion 

budget on Monday, pushing 
the federal deficit past $1 tril-
lion but counting on optimistic 
growth, accounting shuffles and 
steep domestic cuts to bring fu-
ture spending into balance in 15 

years.
Reviving his border wall fight 

with Congress, Trump wants 
more than $8 billion for the 

President Trump proposes record  
spending and trillion-dollar deficit

AP

President 
Donald 
Trump’s 2020 
budget out-
line arrives on 
Capitol Hill 
at the House 
Budget Com-
mittee, in 
Washington, 
Monday.

TRANSPORTATION | ECONOMIC IMPACT

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

B
usiness at Malay Ma-
lay is slower than usual 
these days.

Where once a full-time serv-
ing staff of about five worked 
at the restaurant regularly, now 
three people run things, said 
Danielle Darbonne, a manager 
at the Malaysian eatery, 2508 In-

terstate 45.
“Construction has taken a 

toll,” Darbonne said. “Other 
than that, we’re just hanging in 
here and surviving.”

Mere weeks after crews at the 
behest of the Texas Department 
of Transportation shut down the 
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Businesses worried about  
long-term I-45 construction

KELSEY WALLING/The Daily News
A truck drives past Olympia Grill in League City on Saturday.

“If someone misses the restaurant, 
then they have to drive another  

5 miles to get back to it.”

Larry Kriticos, an owner of Olympia Grill at 2535 Interstate 45
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