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Keto. Paleo. Intermittent 
fasting. Carb cycling. There’s a 
full menu of diets out there, 

but which one’s for you?

COMING SUNDAY

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

Recent industrial accidents in the 
Galveston Bay region — includ-
ing a barge collision that caused a 
gasoline odor for days, and a fire 
at Intercontinental Terminals Co.’s 
Deer Park facility that sent chemi-
cals into the air and water — have 
one group seeking answers from 
state and federal officials.

“It seems like there’s been a real 
spike in these events, as best the 
public can tell,” said Doug Peter-
son, one of the organizers behind 
an upcoming forum called Local 
Pollution and Your Health.

“And if state officials were here, 
we’d ask them about it. What we 
want is more information about all 
the recent incidents, the ITC fire, 
the barge and ship collision, etc. 
There are just not a lot of details 
out there.”

Peterson is a member of the 
Houston Region Concerned Cit-
izens group, which previously 
worked to help pass bond referen-
dums in Harris County, and more 
recently organized forums in north 
Galveston County about the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers’ coastal 
barrier plan.

“It’s funny, in this kind of cir-
cumstance, you want more officials 
from public agencies involved,” Pe-
terson said. “But they don’t want to 
be involved.”

Organizers reached out to rep-
resentatives from the Texas Com-
mission on Environmental Quality 
and several state legislators, but 
as of Wednesday afternoon, they 
have all declined to attend the June 
25 forum, Peterson said.

“Due to the potential for litiga-
tion, we will not be able to attend,” 
said Ryan Vise, director of external 
relations for the commission, in 

SHELTER | MOVING

HISTORY | CELEBRATION

By KATHRYN EASTBURN

The Daily News

The Resource and Crisis 
Center of Galveston County 
will move to, consolidate and 
expand services at its new lo-
cation, the city block at 1204 
45th St. in Galveston, some-
time in mid-July.

The move will bring to-
gether a shelter for women 
fleeing domestic and sexual 
violence situations; thera-
peutic services for children, 
women and men who are 
victims of intimate violence; 
and administrative offices 

ENVIRONMENT | FORUM

New campus doubles space for people in crisis
JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The 

Daily News
Selah Tacconi, executive 
director for the Resource 
and Crisis Center of 
Galveston County, talks 
about the living quarters 
for clients at the center’s 
new campus in Galves-
ton on Wednesday. See SHELTER » A7

Residents 
want answers 
on health of 
Galveston 

Bay

See BAY » A7

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Lisa Pleasant unfurls a U.S. flag while decorating a truck for the annual Juneteenth Parade in Galveston on Wednesday. Juneteenth 
commemorates the June 19, 1865 announcement of the abolition of slavery in Texas.

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Kingston Pope and other singers perform at the 40th annual Al 
Edwards’ Juneteenth Prayer Breakfast at Ashton Villa in Galves-
ton on Wednesday.
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By KERI HEATH

The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

For Galveston, Juneteenth car-
ries particular significance.

“The history of Galveston is so 
rich,” island native Tommie Bou-
dreaux said. “Because of what 
happened here, many people 
recognize it and they enjoy cele-
brating.”

Islanders gathered Wednes-
day morning at Ashton Villa 

for the 40th annual Al Edwards’ 
Juneteenth Prayer Breakfast to 
commemorate the day Union 
Army troops landed in Galves-
ton, bringing news of the end of 
slavery.

The event is named for for-
mer state Rep. Al Edwards, who 
sponsored a bill establishing 
Juneteenth as a state holiday in 
1979, and is one of many cel-
ebrations around the nation 

Juneteenth event 
marks Galveston’s 

historic role

See ROLE » A3


