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POST-HARVEY | DAMAGE SURVEY

By VALERIE WELLS
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

Some Galveston County residents 
will have to rebuild Hurricane Har-
vey-flooded homes to higher stan-
dards, and soon they will get this news 
as Federal Emergency Management 

Agency officials complete damage 
surveys.

In League City, 58 homes fall in this 
category, building official Bob Kinsey 

said Friday.
The city is enforcing strict ordi-

nances on where property owners can 
build and how they do it, or else the 
city can become ineligible to partici-
pate in the National Flood Insurance 
Program, officials said.

If a city or other community doesn’t 
participate in the program, residents 

who live inside the boundaries can’t 
get National Flood Insurance and 
have to turn to private insurers for 
coverage, a FEMA representative said.

“No law requires that they partici-
pate,” FEMA spokesman John Miles 
said Friday. “If they do participate, 

COASTAL PROTECTION | PROJECT GALVESTON 
POSTAL SERVICES

HEALTH CARE | EARLY CHILDHOOD CARE

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON

The Daily News

The number of young children 
enrolled in programs to help 
with disabilities and develop-
mental delays has decreased in 
the past five years along the Tex-
as Gulf Coast, despite the area’s 

increased population, according 
to a new report.

The report, by Texans Care for 
Children, a children’s advocacy 
group, said the number of chil-
dren receiving early childhood 
intervention care in 10 Hous-
ton-area counties, including Gal-
veston, has decreased by 21 per-

cent since 2011.
The report puts part of the 

blame for the reduced service on 
state funding cuts to intervention 
programs since 2011.

“It’s heartbreaking to know 
that children are missing these 
opportunities due to state cuts,” 
said Stephanie Rubin, the CEO 

of Texans Care for Children.
Early Childhood Intervention 

programs help families learn to 
cope with children who have au-
tism, speech delays, Down syn-
drome or other disabilities. State 
funding for such programs have 
fallen from $166 million in the 
2011 fiscal year to $148 million 

in 2018.
The number of Galveston 

County children enrolled in Ear-
ly Childhood Intervention pro-
grams actually grew by 7 percent 
over the past five years, according 
to the report, from 487 children 

By SAMANTHA KETTERER
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

For five days in November, 
Cindy Schulz didn’t receive her 
mail, she said.

She wasn’t the only one in her 
West End neighborhood. Near-
ly 10 others in a neighborhood 
Facebook group said the same 
happened to them.

“We were sort of up in arms,” 
Schulz said. “I’m not sure what’s 
going on with mail in Galveston.”

EDUCATION | RATINGS

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

More Galveston County school 
districts received less than perfect 
marks for their special education 
services in the recently released 
2016-17 Texas Academic Perfor-
mance Report.

Texas school districts are rated 
as “meets requirements,” “needs 
assistance,” “needs intervention” 
or “needs substantial interven-
tion.”

About 1,006 school districts 
in Texas received the best rating, 
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By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

T
exas leaders say they 
want a coastal barrier to 
protect the Houston and 

Galveston areas from a massive-
ly damaging hurricane, and have 
increasingly called for Washing-
ton’s support for what could be 
one of the largest and most ex-
pensive public works project in 
U.S. history.

But a federal study being con-
ducted by the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers — one that offers 
the clearest path to a coastal 
barrier plan being approved — 
is analyzing versions of coastal 
barriers that differ significantly 
from the way the project is typ-
ically described and marketed.

At a presentation to the Texas 
Legislature’s Joint Committee 
on a Coastal Barrier System in 
October, Army Corps officials 
provided an update on a $19 
million Coastal Protection and 
Restoration study, and showed 
a slide that presented four dif-
ferent alternatives to the coastal 
barrier.

The first alternative is famil-
iar to people who’ve followed 

surge-mitigation plans for years, 
with a barrier running along the 
length of Galveston Island and 
the Bolivar Peninsula. The three 
other alternatives the Army 
Corps presented show barriers 
built farther in the interior of 
Galveston Bay, including one 
that starts near Texas City and 
another “nonstructural” alterna-
tive that runs along the perime-
ter of Galveston Bay.

All four proposals in-
clude a ring levee around the 

more-populated east side of Gal-
veston Island, with a flood gate 
across the mouth of Offatts Bay-
ou. Three of the four alternatives 
put no barrier on Galveston’s 
West End.

The drawings, part of an ex-
tensive study being conducted 
by the corps, offer different ver-
sions of what a coastal barrier 
system might look like and dif-
fer from plans that have been 
widely promoted since Hurri-
cane Harvey spurred more talk 
about hurricane protection in 
the Houston region.

Kelly Burks-Copes, a project 
manager with the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, said all of 
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JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Water is calm and clear where Galveston Bay meets Offatts Bayou in Galveston. A flood gate across the mouth of the bayou, along 
with ring levees around the more populated side of the island are coastal barrier options in a study being conducted by the Army 
Corps of Engineers.


