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CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | EDUCATION

By JAMES LACOMBE
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON COUNTY

Two of Galveston County’s 
largest school districts each voted 
Monday to push back their orig-
inally scheduled back-to-school 
dates.

The Texas City Independent 
School District’s board of trustees 
voted unanimously to reschedule 
the first day of school from Aug. 
12 to Aug. 24, a date change that 
was previously discussed at a 

school board meeting last week.
“It’s a good, solid start date,” 

Texas City ISD deputy superin-
tendent Susan Myers said. “As 
you all know, it’s the date the 
state has as the official start date 
— the fourth Monday in August. 
So, we’re really returning to the 
date that the state prescribes. We 

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | GOVERNMENT

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON COUNTY

When someone in La Marque 
needs a face mask to help stem 
the spread of COVID-19, they 
don’t need to go to the store or 
cut up an old T-shirt. They just 
need to drive over to city hall.

As part of its federally funded 
fight against COVID-19, the city 
has set up a drive-up face mask 
handout program. People who 
can show they live in the city can 
pull up to city hall and get masks 
at no cost.

The mask program is just one 
of many items that La Marque 
intends to pay for with the more 
than $900,000 it was allocated in 

In sharing COVID-19 funds,  
some cities choose to wait

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
City of La Marque employee Amy Roberts prepares to hand a plastic bag containing a face mask 
to customer Connie Mack Moran at the city hall business drive-through in La Marque on Thurs-
day. The masks were purchased using federal funds from the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Eco-
nomic Security Act, or CARES Act.

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Plastic bags containing face masks await distribution to cus-
tomers at La Marque City Hall on Thursday. Residents need to 
only show that they live in the city in order to receive the free 
masks.

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | MAIL SERVICE

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

At the mail box and the post 
office, it’s taking longer for some 
islanders to get their mail.

Recent national reports have 
said the COVID-19 pandemic 
could cause mail delays for peo-
ple across the country as postal 
workers fall sick or quarantine 
and as U.S. Postal Service lead-
ership limits worker overtime to 
cut costs.

Either because of the pandem-
ic or for other reasons, delays are 

becoming apparent in Galveston, 
some residents say.

Lafitte’s Cove resident Belin-
da Strickland has experienced 
delayed mail delivery for a few 
weeks, she said.

Strickland orders many of her 
essential goods online, so she 
doesn’t have to go the store, she 
said. After the Fourth of July 
weekend, she started noticing her 
regular packages were delayed by 
about a week, she said.

The post office also was send-
ing notices that no one was 

Pandemic could  
lead to delayed mail, 

longer post lines

STUART  

VILLANUEVA/
The Daily News

Tracy Smith, 
right, and other 
customers wait 
in line at the 
U.S. Post Office 
on Broadway in 
Galveston on 
Monday.

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | DEATHS & CASES

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Nearly 40 percent of the 
Galveston County residents 
who have succumbed to the 
COVID-19 virus have died since 
June 23, according to new infor-
mation released by the Galveston 
County Health District.

The county’s death toll from 
the virus now stands at 66 people.

Between Saturday and Mon-
day, the health district announced 

eight new deaths connected to 
the virus. The seven deaths an-
nounced Saturday marked the 
single highest one-day increase 
in the county since the county’s 
first COVID-19-related fatality 
was reported on April 4.

The most recent group of re-
ported deaths occurred as early 
as June 28 and as recently as July 
15.

The 26 deaths confirmed 

County COVID-19 
deaths grow to 66

LAW ENFORCEMENT | SOCIAL MEDIA

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

Less than a week ago, con-
gratulations were pouring in 
after Anthony Hera, a 27-year 
veteran of the League City Po-
lice Department, was named 
assistant chief.

But now, some residents 
are calling for department of-
ficials to explain Hera’s selec-
tion after learning about con-
troversial posts he made on 
social media pages four years 
ago.

Screenshots of the since-de-
leted social media profiles 
show more than 30 images 
posted under Hera’s photo 
section, featuring everything 
from pretty pictures of nature 
to a cartoon picture of Tex-
as and the rest of the United 

States, along 
with the cap-
tion across 
Texas, “I’m 
with stupid.”

The image 
that captured 
most of the 
public’s atten-
tion, however, 

depicts a cartoon image of a 
Jeep running over stick fig-
ures, along with the caption, 
“Nobody cares about your 
protest.”

The picture was posted in 
March 2016, when anti-Don-
ald Trump protests broke out 
in the lead-up to the Novem-
ber presidential election. But 
some residents have taken the 
post in new light given the 
ongoing nationwide protests 

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK  
STATE BUDGET

Associated Press

Texas’ budget forecast plum-
meted to a projected $4.6 billion 
shortfall as the coronavirus pan-
demic and low oil prices take a 
heavy toll on one of America’s 
largest economies, the state’s Re-
publican comptroller said Mon-
day.

The new assessment is a sharp 
reversal from October’s forecast 
that had Texas in line for an es-
timated $3 billion surplus. State 
officials cautioned the bleak new 
budget projections were fraught 
with uncertainty given that the 
virus continues to spread in Tex-
as, which for a month has been 
one of the hardest-hit parts of the 

Facebook posts prompt 
inquiry into League City 

new assistant chief

ANTHONY 
HERA

Texas projects 
nearly $5B  

budget shortfall 
due to pandemic
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