
THE DOCKET: Stroke symptoms and odometer issues » A7

G A L V E S T O N    C O U N T Y

Texas’ OldesT Newspaper • publishiNg siNce 1842 • celebraTiNg 175 Years

Tuesday, March 27, 2018 • galvnews.com H: 79 L: 70 » A10 • $1

Vol. 175, 
No. 349 6 45485 00100 7

© 2018 The Galveston County Daily News

INDEX ABBY B4 LOTTO A2  MARKETS A6  OBITUARIES B7  OPINION A4  PUZZLES B4  SPORTS B1

Architects designing the Stewart 
Beach Pavilion will unveil a new 

design for the building.

COMING WEDNESDAY

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON

The Daily News

 » TEXAS CITY

Six people who received dental treatment 
at the Texas City Coastal Health & Wellness 
Clinic in the past three years were diagnosed 
with hepatitis C after visiting the clinic, coun-
ty health officials confirmed Monday.

Two of the people did not contract the 
disease at the clinic, which suspended 
dental appointments in February after an 
accreditation review identified multiple 
problems with the way the clinic sanitized 
instruments used in invasive procedures.

The county health district is still inves-

Six hepatitis C diagnoses prompted infection warnings
HEALTH | DISEASE

By MARISSA BARNETT
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

The city’s land use rules for develop-
ment are overreaching and overly com-
plicated for entrepreneurs trying to start 
businesses on the island, a Galveston Re-
gional Chamber of Commerce subcom-
mittee said in a recent letter to the city.

In a letter to the city’s planning com-
mission and staff, John “Rocky” Sullivan 
recommended some edits to the land use 
document and the zoning map. Sullivan is 
an island businessman leading the cham-
ber’s subcommittee reviewing the land 
use restrictions.

The chamber’s primary complaint is ex-
isting land use regulations are so detailed 
and specific that they overly complicate 
the development process, he wrote.

The comments stem from challenges 
raised about the document as a whole 
and not necessarily the recent proposals 

Island chamber 
criticizes land 
use regulations

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

A hurricane recovery program managed 
by Galveston County could elevate as many 
as 200 homes across the county in coming 
years in an effort to get them above flood 
levels, according to a preliminary estimate 
commissioners received Monday.

Commissioners heard details of the plan 
from Grantsworks, consultants hired to 
oversee disaster recovery planning.

Commissioners could take the first step 
in creating the program, notifying the Texas 
Department of Emergency Management of 
county interest in the funds, by their next 
meeting in April, Galveston County Judge 
Mark Henry said.

The emergency management department 
plans to release $500 million in hazard miti-
gation funds across Texas, officials said.

County might 
elevate 200 
repeatedly 

flooded homes

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

A
fter months of local in-
fighting among mar-
itime players over fog 

delays and rules governing the 
board charged with overseeing 
pilots who guide ships into ports, 
the issue came before state legisla-
tors for the first time Monday.

While many of the lines of ar-
gument and examples remained 
the same, members of the Texas 
House Select Committee pressed 

the two sides to explain their po-
sitions on issues that have divided 
the groups in Galveston County.

“It is appropriate to have this 
hearing to understand how the 
state can help the growth poten-
tial in Galveston,” said Rep. Joe 
Deshotel, a Democrat from Port 
Arthur who chairs the committee.

The chairman of the Galveston 
Wharves Board of Trustees, which 
governs the Port of Galveston, for 

By JOHN HANNA
Associated Press

 » TOPEKA, Kan.

A water park compa-
ny’s co-owner was arrest-
ed Monday in Texas in 
connection with a Kansas 
criminal case arising from 
a 10-year-old boy’s death on 
what was promoted as the 
world’s largest waterslide.

Records show that Jef-
frey Henry, co-owner of 

Schlitterbahn Waterparks 
and Resorts, was booked 
into the jail in Cameron 
County. He was being held 
without bond, and a jail 
booking clerk said he would 
remain there until a court 
appearance Tuesday.

Henry’s arrest follows a 
Kansas grand jury’s indict-
ment last week of the Schlit-
terbahn park in Kansas 

‘Trying to figure this out’

Texas House committee talks 

fog, pilot board makeup

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
State Rep. Joe Deshotel, chairman of the House Select Committee on Texas Ports, Innovation & Infrastructure, left, and  
members of the committee listen to testimony on Monday at Texas A&M University at Galveston.

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Galveston Mayor Jim Yarbrough, who is also a trustee 
on the Port of Galveston’s governing board, talks 
about differences between the state’s ports and 
pilots associations Monday as he testified to the 
House Select Committee on Texas Ports, Innovation & 
Infrastructure at Texas A&M University at Galveston.
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Water park firm’s co-owner arrested over Kansas death
CHARLIE 

RIEDEL/AP file
Ride designer 
Jeffrey Henry 
looks over his 
creation, the 
world’s tallest 
waterslide 
called “Verruckt” 
at Schlitterbahn 
Waterpark in 
Kansas City, 
Kan., on July 9, 
2014.
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KELSEY WALLING/The Daily News
Mary McClure, executive director of Coastal 
Health & Wellness Clinic, and Milton Howard, 
chairman of the Coastal Health & Wellness 
Clinic Board of Governors, respond Monday 
following the health district’s announcement 
that as many as 9,500 people were 
potentially exposed to HIV, hepatitis B and 
hepatitis C at the dental clinic.


