
POLITICAL BUZZ: Judge blocks ‘ham-handed’ voter citizenship vetting » A3

G A L V E S T O N    C O U N T Y

Texas’ OldesT Newspaper • publishiNg siNce 1842 • celebraTiNg 176 Years

Thursday, February 28, 2019 • galvnews.com H: 68 L: 59 » A10 • $1

Vol. 176, 
No. 322 6 45485 00100 7

© 2019 The Galveston County Daily News

INDEX ABBY B4 LOTTERY A2  MARKETS A6  OBITUARIES B6  OPINION A4  PUZZLES B4  SPORTS B1

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON

The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Dimitrios Pagourtzis will not face a Gal-
veston County jury if and when he stands 
trial for capital murder over the mass 
shooting at Santa Fe High School in May 

last year.
Judge John Ellisor, of the 122nd District 

Court, on Wednesday informed attorneys 
that Pagourtzis’ trial would be moved to a 
jurisdiction outside of Galveston County. A 
written ruling on the motion is expected by 
Friday, officials said.

Pagourtzis is charged with capital murder 

of multiple persons and aggravated assault 
of a public servant and has been held with-
out bond since his arrest on May 18, 2018.

He is accused of killing 10 people inside 
Santa Fe High School, and of shooting San-
ta Fe Independent School District police 
officer John Barnes.

Thirteen other people were injured in the 

shooting.
The decision to change a venue is rare, 

and typically is reserved for cases in which 
the court believes a defendant cannot re-
ceive a fair trial in the jurisdiction where 
the crime happened.

Judge moves Santa Fe shooting trial out of county
COURTS | CHANGE OF VENUE
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By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » SAN LEON

Sheriff’s office investigators 
spent much of Wednesday sift-
ing through the clay around 
a grave site in east Galveston 
County.

But after hours of work, 
which was part of an ongoing 
cold case investigation, deputies 
found nothing, officials said.

Sheriff’s office officials de-
clined to disclose details beyond 
that it’s a cold case that has been 
under investigation for about a 
year.

A caravan of sheriff’s of-
fice vehicles pulled up about 
8:30 a.m. to the San Leon Cem-
etery, at the intersection of East 
Bayshore Drive and 22nd Street.

Investigators set up canopies, 
a table and a sifting box and got 
to work, placing pile after pile of 
dirt and clay into the device and 
then washing it away with water 
to see what they could find.

About 5 p.m., after about nine 
hours of sifting, the search was 
called off.

“We didn’t find what we were 
looking for,” Lt. Tommy Hansen 
said.

He didn’t say exactly what it 
was that investigators had been 
looking for, but offered a few 
details.

The sheriff’s office was led to 
the graveyard by a tip that came 
during a cold-case investigation 
that he’s been working on for 
about a year, Hansen said.

That case involves a person 
who disappeared in 1999, he 

said.
The investigators did not ful-

ly excavate a grave or exhume a 
body, Hansen said. They were 
searching the earth around a 
gravesite, he said.

It appeared to investigators on 
Wednesday that the gravesite 
had been disturbed sometime 
in the past, he said.

Investigators still were pursu-
ing leads in the case, he said.

The crime-scene investiga-
tion drew the attention of San 
Leon residents who drove by 
the cemetery. The land is adja-
cent to Galveston Bay, and sea 
fog hung over the search area 

throughout the day. The wet 
made digging difficult, Hansen 
said.

People who pulled up to 
the search site on Wednesday 
morning said the cemetery is 
reserved for locals only, and 
some graves date back to the 
1800s. People who own prop-
erty in San Leon can be buried 
there at no cost, they said.

The sheriff’s office does not 
plan to resume searching at the 
site Thursday, Hansen said.

John Wayne Ferguson: 409-683-
5226; john.ferguson@galvnews.com or on 
Twitter @johnwferguson.

Cold-case 
investigators 

come up empty 
at cemetery dig

KELSEY WALLING/The Daily News
A Galveston County Sheriff’s Office investigator walks from tents that surround a gravesite at San Leon Cemetery on Wednesday. 
Investigators were digging up and searching the grounds at the cemetery as part of what officials say is a cold case investigation.

KELSEY WALLING/The Daily News
Galveston County Sheriff’s Office investigators sift through 
layers of dirt while digging up and searching the grounds at 
the San Leon Cemetery.
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By KERI HEATH

The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Galveston’s new draft water 
conservation plan aims to reduce 
water use by 25 gallons per capita 
per day in the next 10 years, an 
effort that focuses both on de-
creasing the city’s lost water and 
urging residents to reduce use.

The city wants to reduce its 
water use from 233.3 gallons per 
capita per day to 208.2 gallons 
by 2029, said Brandon Cook, as-
sistant city manager of develop-
ment and municipal services.

City hopes 
new water 
plan brings 

more 
conservation

GALVESTON
PUBLIC WORKS

Who’s behind the growing 
organized opposition to the 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineer’s 
proposed coastal barrier?

COMING SOON

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

After months of searching for 
different ways to pay for it, the fire 
marshal is finally getting a mobile 
trailer his office could use to inves-
tigate potential cases of arson.

The city council Tuesday ap-
proved spending almost $80,000 in 
grant money to buy the trailer.

But, during the vote, one coun-
cilman objected, saying he felt mis-
led and that the trailer might end 
up costing the city in the long run.

“I thought we were spend-
ing $80,000 to buy a mobile of-
fice for the fire marshal’s office,” 

Arson trailer 
discussion 
gets heated
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