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By VALERIE WELLS

The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

A woman charged hursday in 

connection with an early April car 

crash that killed an 8-year-old girl 

was driving with a blood alcohol 

content more than three times the 

legal limit, according to arrest re-

cords.

Erika Diebel, 41, of League City, 

was arrested about 10 a.m. on a 

charge of intoxication manslaugh-

ter with a vehicle, police said.

Her arrest came ater an inves-

tigation into the April 6 crash that 

resulted in the death of Kelsey Na-

lepa, 8.

he investigation found probable 

cause to suspect Diebel was intox-

icated at the time of the accident, 

police spokesman Kelly William-

son said.

Intoxication manslaughter with 

a vehicle is a second-degree felony. 

Diebel’s bond was set at $100,000.

he crash occurred as Diebel was 
driving a 2015 Jeep Grand Chero-
kee east in the 2600 block of West 
Main Street, police said.

Eastbound traic was stopped in 
that block, and a 2001 Ford Expedi-
tion was stopped directly in front of 
Diebel’s vehicle, police said. Diebel 

Arrest made in accident that killed girl
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The Daily News will begin a series — BULLIED TO THE BRINK — 
about problems and possible solutions to what experts call  
a crisis. » COMING SUNDAY

BULLIED TO THE BRINK
POLICE | INTOXICATION MANSLAUGHTER

he 79th Galveston 
County Fair & Rodeo oi-
cially opens today, but action 
was already in full swing at 
the fairgrounds in Hitch-
cock on hursday. Livestock 
show participants and cook-
of hopefuls began checking 
in, and organizers opened a 
late-night sneak peek of the 
carnival.

Gates open at the fair at 
4 p.m. today. Bull riding be-
gins at 8 p.m. and concert 
headliner Roger Creager is 
scheduled to take the stage 
at about 10:30 p.m.

he fair and rodeo goes 
through April 30.

— From Staf Reports

Let the Fair Begin

By TOM BASSING 
Special Correspondent

All that’s let is next month’s big reveal: 
Which new retailers are coming to Kemah’s 
now approved $17 million shopping center?

he city council on Wednesday agreed 
to an incentives package with a Ten-
nessee-based developer to build the 
83,900-square-foot retail center at the 
southeast corner of state Highway 164 and 
FM 518 adjacent to Wal-Mart.

Kemah and 
developer agree  
to incentives on 

$17M retail center

DEVELOPMENT | TOURISM BOOST

By SAMANTHA KETTERER
The Daily News

he Galveston Economic Development 
Partnership is supporting the city’s $62 mil-
lion bond proposition, partnership Presi-
dent Jef Sjostrom said hursday.

he partnership’s executive committee 
last week voted unanimously on a resolu-
tion in favor of the tax-supported bond, 
which would go to street and drainage im-
provements in the city.

he Galveston Economic Development 
Partnership, which has more than 100 

Island economic 
group supports 

bond proposition
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JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
ABOVE: Katie Palmer, a junior with 
the Dickinson High School FFA, 
leads her heifer, Cinderella, to the 
check in for the Junior Breeding 
Beef division Thursday, as the 79th 
annual Galveston County Fair and 
Rodeo in Hitchcock gets ready to 
open. Palmer is also showing her 
pig, Fiona, on Sunday. The fair and 
rodeo opens at 4 p.m. today. 
LEFT: Adalyn Cloyd, with the 
Trailblazers 4H, pulls a wagon of 
hay and feed Thursday, as she 
checks in her heifer, Black Diamond 
Beauty or BDB for short, for the 
Junior Breeding Beef division at 
the 79th annual Galveston County 
Fair and Rodeo in Hitchcock. SEE 
MORE PHOTOS ON A6.
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