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HEALTH CARE | STAFFING SHORTAGE

By EMMA COLLINS
The Daily News

A s shoppers gear up for 
the holiday season, 
some products might 

sell out quickly and remain gone, 
while others might be more  
expensive.

The inability to restock some 
products and the increase in 
prices both stem from a problem 
that began with the pandemic 
and has worsened since: disrup-
tions to the supply chain that 
brings materials and products 
from other countries into the 
United States.

Galveston County consum-
ers who don’t get an early start 
on holiday shopping might be 

BUSINESS | HOLIDAY SHOPPING SHORTAGES

Newly released 
documents shed light 

on the Galveston 
National Laboratory’s 

early efforts to 
work with China on 
COVID-19 research.

THIS WEEKEND

MLB 
PLAYOFFS: 

McCullers 
shines as Astros 
beat White Sox 
6-1 in Game 1. 

» B3

INSIDE

‘Shop early  
and shop often’

Retailers warn of slim holiday pickings, high prices

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Annette Conwell, right, owner of Annette’s Emporium, wraps a 
purchase for customer Tracy Chenoweth at her shop in League 
City on Thursday. Supply-chain problems have affected many 
of the manufacturers of the goods sold in Conwell’s shop, 
resulting in less available merchandise and higher prices.

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Kris Burr owns Adventure Sports and Outdoors in Hitchcock. Supply-chain fluctuations have left 
him with an overstock of kayaks.

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » FRIENDSWOOD

Galveston County senior- 
living facilities are struggling to 
find and keep employees to care 
for their most vulnerable patients 
in an industry upended by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Although some acute challeng-
es caused by COVID-19 have 
eased, industry experts warn 

nursing shortages are chronic 
and will require targeted recruit-
ing to ensure demand doesn’t 
outpace supply.

At least one study reports 
almost 90 percent of senior- 
living facilities found it harder to 
hire staff during the most recent 
three months and more than 70 
percent said the problem was 
severe enough to force them out 

Senior-living  
facilities struggle 

with nursing shortages

COURT | GUILTY PLEA

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

A former Galveston police of-
ficer is scheduled to face punish-
ment after pleading guilty to vio-
lating terms of a bond agreement 
struck in connection to domestic 
violence and stalking charges for 
which he was acquitted.

Justin Popovich, 40, of Galves-
ton, pleaded guilty Wednesday 
to a felony charge of violating a 
bond or protective order, accord-
ing to the Galveston County Dis-

trict Attorney’s 
Office.

Popovich in 
July 2020 was ac-
cused of violating 
court orders at 
least two times in 
12 months.

Popovich en-
tered a guilty plea 

in the 212th District Court. A 
punishment hearing was sched-
uled for Friday in the same court. 
Judge Patricia Grady will decide 

Former Galveston  
cop pleads guilty  
to bond violations

JUSTIN 
POPOVICH

GOVERNMENT | DEBT LIMIT

Associated Press

 » WASHINGTON

The Senate dodged a U.S. debt 
disaster Thursday night, voting 

to extend the government’s bor-
rowing authority into Decem-
ber and temporarily avert an 
unprecedented federal default 
that experts warned would dev-

astate the economy and harm 
millions of Americans.

The party-line Democratic 

Senate dodges US debt disaster,  
voting to extend borrowing
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