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What’s going on this 

weekend? Read all about 

it in Angela Wilson’s Hot 

Ticket column.
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By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

Members of the port pilots association 
Tuesday agreed to meet with shippers 
and Port of Galveston officials about fog 
delays, while the port’s governing board 
agreed to send two representatives to an 
upcoming pilot commission meeting.

The vows to meet and talk, made during 
a Wharves Board of Trustees meeting  
Tuesday, came after weeks of rancor and 
several failed attempts to hold a meeting 
about whether pilots had been using fog 
delays to retaliate against ship operators 
who complained about the pilots’ rates.

A rate increase proposal totaling 30 
percent over three years, which the pilot 
board approved last year, drew a lawsuit 
from several shipping interests, including 
the port.

While the pilots maintain they consid-
er only safety when they make decisions 

By MARISSA BARNETT
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

T
he city council is slat-
ed to vote this week 
about whether to 

fund maintenance and opera-
tions at two of the four pocket 
parks the city has contracted 
with the county to oversee.

The city council on Thurs-
day will consider whether to 
provide about $150,000 for 
maintenance and operations 
of Pocket Park 1, San Luis 
Pass Road at 7 1/2 Mile Road, 
and Pocket Park 2, 11745 San 
Luis Pass Road, ahead of the 
busy spring break season, ac-
cording to the city.

The money is supposed to 
cover maintenance and oper-
ations from March 1 to Sept. 
31, according to the city.

The county is not pay-
ing the city to maintain the 
parks, but the city will be able 
to collect revenue from park-
ing and entrance fees at the 

parks, said Julie Diaz, parks 

director for the county.

The park board had con-

tracted with the county for 

maintenance and operations 

of the four pocket parks since 

2004 with similar terms, Diaz 

said.

By MATT DEGROOD

The Daily News

A Hitchcock High School stu-
dent was charged Monday with 
a third-degree felony after being 
accused of telling classmates and 
a teacher he was going to turn the 
campus into another Parkland, 
Fla., police said.

Trevion Henderson McFad-

den, 18, was charged with terror-
istic threat after an investigation 
that began Monday, Hitchcock 
police Capt. John Jenkins said.

During a test at the high school 
Friday, a teacher suspected Mc-
Fadden of cheating and took his 
test and said he was done, Jen-
kins said.

McFadden is accused of get-
ting up in front of the class and 

saying he would turn the place 
into a Florida situation, Jenkins 
said.

Hitchcock police were notified 
of the incident Monday and im-
mediately began an investigation, 
Jenkins said.

Nikolas Cruz, 19, made nation-
al headlines when he shot and 
killed 17 students and teachers 
on Valentine’s Day at his former 

high school, Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in Park-
land, Fla.

Since the incident, school dis-
tricts across the nation, including 
at least two in Galveston Coun-
ty, have responded to rumors of 
similar threats against campuses.

The League City Police De-
partment in a recent Facebook 
post said it was aware of a threat 

against students and faculty at 
Clear Creek High School.

The Galveston County Sher-
iff’s Office, which handles secu-
rity at the school, was contacted. 
The two departments provided 
extra patrols at the school, al-
though the threat was believed to 
be a hoax.

By CONNOR BEHRENS
The Daily News

 » LA MARQUE

The city of La Marque 
has landed a $350,000 state 
grant that will help it im-
prove an aging distribution 
system that’s losing more 
than half the water passing 
through it, officials said.

The city council accept-

ed the Texas Department 
of Agriculture Community 
Development Block Grant 
on Feb. 12 with the goal of 
updating aging water pipes 
and reducing the amount of 
water escaping the system, 
city officials said.

La Marque isn’t the only 
city dealing with aged, 
leaky water systems. Across 
Galveston County, the 

equivalent of nearly 3,000 
Olympic-size swimming 
pools of water escapes from 
leaks or disruptions in dis-
tribution systems yearly, ac-
cording to a previous Daily 
News analysis of water audit 
reports kept by the Texas 
Water Development Board.

La Marque is losing about 

Parties agree to 
meet and talk 

about fog delays

Hitchcock student charged after alleged shooting threat

La Marque awarded $350,000 to repair aging water system
COLLEEN MERRITT/

Courtesy
A construction crew 
works on a water pipe 
in La Marque. The city 
has received a $350,000 
grant that officials said 
would help pay for more 
repairs to the aging water 
system.

Out of Pocket
Council weighs 

funding for two 

island parks

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
City of Galveston employee Ricardo Aguirre climbs down from a ladder while performing 
maintenance on the pavilion at the Frank Carmona Beach Pocket Park on Tuesday.
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The Daily News

A sign along 
Termini-San 
Luis Pass 
Road points 
motorists 
to a pocket 
park Tuesday.


