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INFRASTRUCTURE | GALVESTON COUNTY BAYSHORE ANNEX

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » BACLIFF

A
  flurry of construction 
on county facility proj-
ects will wind down 

later this fall, when bigger, newer 
offices replace aging buildings.

Many of the offices are meant 
to help serve residents in grow-
ing parts of the county.

Of the four facilities under 
construction, three are being 
paid for through an $80 million 
bond county voters passed in 
2017.

Several of the new buildings, 
such as the Bayshore Annex, 

New buildings will ease  
crowding, serve growing county

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Construction worker Jorge Mandujano sweeps outside of the new Galveston County Bayshore 
Annex in Bacliff on Wednesday. The annex is one of several construction projects nearing comple-
tion.

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
The fleet services building at the new Galveston County Road 
and Bridge Department Headquarters in Dickinson will offer 
more space and updated equipment.

EDUCATION | NASA ASTRONAUT SPEECH

By JOSÉ MENDIOLA 
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON
Galveston resident and NASA 

astronaut Christina Koch has 
gone where few men and fewer 
women have gone — to space, 
and she made history there.

Koch gave a presentation as 
part of the Galveston College’s 

NASA astronaut boldly went  
and left her mark in space

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/
The Daily News

NASA astronaut 
Christina Koch talks 
with Galveston Col-
lege President Myles 
Shelton on Tuesday 
before the New 
Worlds lecture series 
at the Abe and Annie 
Seibel Foundation 
Wing on the campus.

INFLATION | HIGHER INTEREST RATES

Associated Press

 » WASHINGTON

Intensifying its fight against 

high inflation, the Federal 

Reserve raised its key interest 
rate Wednesday by a substantial 
three-quarters of a point for a 
third straight time and signaled 
more large rate hikes to come 
— an aggressive pace that will 

heighten the risk of an eventual 

recession.

The Fed’s move boosted its 

benchmark short-term rate, 

LAW ENFORCEMENT | POLICE

By SARAH GRUNAU
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

Steps leading to the arrest of a 
prominent local developer and 
his wife began with a phone 
call to police from the other 
driver involved in a parking-lot 
car crash Sunday, according to 
probable-cause affidavits re-
leased Wednesday. 

That driver accused Rachael 
Hall, wife of developer Randy 
Hall, of hitting his car and leav-
ing the scene of the accident in 
a parking lot of the South Shore 
Harbour without providing him 
with her insurance information, 

according the 
affidavit filed to 
seek a warrant 
for her arrest.

Rachael Hall 
told The Daily 
News on Mon-

day the driver 
of that Infinity 
car had imme-
diately after the 
collision apolo-
gized, admitted 
responsibility 
and suggested 
there was no 
need to involve 

Haunted ships, hell  
hounds and friendly  

ghosts. Coast Monthly 
explores the eerie  

and enduring stories of 
Galveston County.

THIS WEEKEND

POLICE | MURDER CHARGE

By TRACE HARRIS
The Daily News

 » FRIENDSWOOD
The son of a Friendswood 

man found dead Sept. 12 has 
been arrested and charged in 
connection with the death of his 
father.

Luke Michael Starling, 18, of 
Friendswood has been charged 
with murder in the death of his 
father, Christopher Todd Star-
ling, 51, of Friendswood.

Christopher Starling was 
found dead in his home in 
the 400 block of Oak Vista 

Drive about 
1 2 : 3 0  p . m . 
Sept. 12 with an 
apparent gun-
shot wound to 
the head.

Friendswood 
police suspect 

Starling had 
been dead for 
several days, of-
ficials said.

The elder Starling’s 2008 
GMC Sierra 1500 extended 
cab truck was seen on security 

Son arrested in  
connection to father’s 

death, police say

LUKE 
MICHAEL 
STARLING

Fed attacks inflation with another 
big hike and expects more

RELIGION | SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION

Associated Press

The Southern Baptist Con-
vention’s top administrative 
body voted to cut ties with two 
congregations on Tuesday — 
an LGBTQ-friendly church in 
North Carolina that had itself 
quit the denomination decades 
ago and a New Jersey congrega-
tion it cited for “alleged discrim-
inatory behavior.”

The votes of the Executive 

Committee came at the end of 
a two-day meeting in Nashville, 
Tennessee, even as the commit-
tee copes with a Department of 
Justice investigation. The feder-
al-level scrutiny follows a blister-
ing report by a consultant earlier 
this year into sexual abuse in 
Southern Baptist settings and 
mistreatment of survivors by 
past Executive Committee offi-
cials.

Southern Baptists  
cut ties with 

LGBTQ-friendly church
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