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TOURISM | SEASONAL BUSINESS

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Memorial Day weekend is 
shaping up to bring hundreds 
of overnight visitors to the is-
land as vacation rental property 
operators experience a strong 
surge in demand.

Vacation rental companies 
across the island report being 
fully booked for the long Me-
morial Day weekend as out-of-
towners seek an island getaway.

“We are turning away hun-
dreds of people asking for Me-
morial Day reservations,” said 
Claire Reiswerg, co-owner of 
Sand ‘N Sea Properties.

Sand ‘N Sea’s more than 
150 properties usually book 
up during Memorial Day, and 
the company normally has to 
turn away a few dozen people, 
Reiswerg said.

“But we’ve never seen so 
much demand,” she said.

Although it’s a welcome 
change for management com-
panies and owners who endured 
more than a month of vacation 
rental closures because of pan-
demic protocols, bookings for 

the rest of the summer still are 
lagging behind last year as peo-
ple hesitate to commit, industry 
stakeholders say.

Vacation rental industry 
reports huge surge in demand

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Jacquelyn Arroyo, director of housekeeping for Ryson Real 
Estate & Vacation Rentals, checks the porch swing chains during 
an inspection of an Indian Beach vacation rental Wednesday.

COURT | ELECTIONS

Associated Press

 » AUSTIN

A federal appeals court 
Wednesday quickly put on a hold 
a ruling that paved the way in 
Texas for a dramatic expansion 
of mail-in voting because of fears 
of the coronavirus.

The move by the 5th Circuit 
Court of Appeals in New Orle-
ans came less than 24 hours after 
a federal judge in San Antonio 
ruled that Texas must give all 16 
million registered voters in the 
state the option of voting by mail 
during the pandemic.

A three-judge panel stopped 
that decision from taking effect 

for now while the case is re-
viewed. Republican Texas Attor-
ney General Ken Paxton cheered 
the decision, saying that allowing 
everyone to vote by mail “would 
only lead to greater fraud and 
disenfrachise lawful voters.” U.S. 
District Judge Fred Biery said in 
his ruling Tuesday that there was 
scant evidence to support those 
claims and states that already 
allow all-mail votes have not re-
ported significant fraud.

Voting by mail in Texas is gen-
erally limited to those 65 or old-
er or those with a “sickness or 
physical condition” that prevents 

Ruling that would  
expand Texas mail-in 

voting put on hold

Restaurants, shops and other businesses are opening up,  
but live music venues, theaters and entertainment  

workers are still waiting for the next step.

THIS WEEKEND

EMERGENCY | TANK-FARM EXPLOSION

By JAMES LACOMBE
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

An investigation by the Gal-
veston Fire Marshal’s Office de-
termined sparks from a welding 
rig ignited an explosion and 
subsequent fire at an oil tank, in-
juring two people Tuesday at the 
Pelican Island Storage Terminal.

“Sparks from the welding 
most likely got into some va-
pors and caused the initial ex-
plosion,” Galveston Fire Chief 
Charles Olsen said.

The Galveston Fire Depart-
ment was called to the scene at 
3:15 p.m. and had extinguished 
the fire about four hours later, 

Olsen said.
“We had to find a way to get 

the foam inside the tank to 
suppress the vapors and cut 
it off,” Olsen said, referring to 

Welding sparks  
cause of Pelican Island 

tank explosion

COURTESY

Galveston firefighters spray flame-retardant foam onto a storage 
tank at the Pelican Island Storage Terminal on Tuesday. Welding 
sparks ignited vapors in the tank, causing the explosion and fire, 
the Galveston Fire Marshal’s Office has determined.

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | REOPENING

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Sharky’s Tavern is a bar and 
has been open for three weeks.

That fact seemed to violate ex-
ecutive orders Gov. Greg Abbott 
issued in March, which ostensi-
bly shut down whole sectors of 
the Texas economy, including 
bars, and ordered Texans not to 
gather in groups larger than 10. 

Abbott himself seemed to 
think he had closed bars and 
taverns in the state in efforts to 
reduce the spread of COVID-19. 
In announcing he was reopen-
ing parts of the Texas economy, 
he has spoken about waiting to 
reopen bar doors. 

It was only this week that Ab-
bott announced a rollback of 
rules on bars, saying they could 

reopen at 25 percent capacity on 
Friday.

Since May 1, the city of Gal-
veston has four times told 
Sharky’s, 504 25th St., to stay 
closed.

And, still, the bar is open.
The reasons behind Sharky’s 

continued operations involves 
written rules, spoken interpre-
tations of those rules, suspicions 
of political favoritism, emails, 
pizza ovens and, as of Wednes-
day, a lawsuit against the city.

Galveston bar opens, prompting 
complaints, calls and lawsuits

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
The parking lot outside Sharky’s Tavern, 504 25th St., in Galveston is nearly full Tuesday.

“I talked to Brian Maxwell and got 
him to commit that once a bar is 
turned over to TABC that they will 
no longer attempt to enforce their 
city closure ordinances and leave it 
solely to TABC. So basically, the city 

should leave you alone.”

State Rep. Mayes Middleton, 

to Sharky’s owner John David Robertson

“We had to find 
a way to get the 
foam inside the 
tank to suppress 
the vapors and 

cut it off.”

Fire Chief Charles Olsen
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