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By CONNOR BEHRENS

The Daily News

 » LA MARQUE

State transportation officials 

Tuesday held a final public 

meeting about a $320 million 

proposed expansion of Interstate 

45 scheduled to begin next year.

The expansion project pro-

poses reconstructing and wid-
ening the interstate for about 
10 miles from FM 1764 to just 
north of the Galveston Cause-
way, Texas Department of 
Transportation officials said.

Construction on the project 
would begin sometime in 2019 
and include widening the six-
lane interstate to eight lanes, 

along with rebuilding frontage 

roads, officials said.

While city officials had previ-

ously been concerned about the 

loss of businesses and business 

interruption from the project, 

the main concerns among res-

idents at the meeting Tuesday 

I-45 expansion raises concerns about noise, drainage
KELSEY WALLING/ 

The Daily News
Chance Norman, a 
representative for the 
Texas Department of 
Transportation, talks with a 
Galveston County resident 
during an open house for 
the Interstate 45 expansion 
project at La Marque High 
School on Tuesday.
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By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

Galveston County Precinct 4 Commission-
er Ken Clark has served in his position for 20 
years, making him one of the longest-serving 
elected officials in Galveston County.

This year, Clark is facing three challengers 
who argue they should be the one to end his 
tenure on the commissioners court.

Clark is being challenged by former Friend-
swood City Councilman Billy Enochs, busi-
nesswoman Michelle Hatmaker and business-
man Jim Bulgier, who all argue that Clark’s time 
on the commission should end.

Clark says he’s still up for more.
Clark was first elected in 1998, and sat on 

the court as it shifted from being dominated by 
Democrats to one controlled by Republicans, a 
consequence of a 2010 Republican surge in lo-
cal politics.

“They’re going to say commissioners court 
has been divisive,” Clark said of criticisms he 
expected from his opponents. He argued that 
he has been effective in pushing conservative 
issues on the board, however.

In the past eight years, the court has been able 
to reduce taxes and reduce the size of govern-

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

Galveston Independent School 
District’s board of trustees 
Wednesday officially called for 
a $31 million bond referendum.

“The citizens advisory com-
mittee’s work is just beginning,” 
Galveston ISD board President 
Matthew Hay said.

The $31 million May bond 

referendum would pay for im-
mediate repairs at district facili-
ties made necessary by deferred 
maintenance and would only 
increase the district’s debt cycle 
by one year, according to a pre-
sentation.

The May bond would not in-
clude a tax increase, officials said.

While district officials begin 
preparing for the May bond 

election, the district’s facilities 

advisory committee will begin 

a deeper dive into long-term 

needs, officials said.

District officials have dis-

cussed the possibility of a larger 

bond issue in November.

District officials have said the 

staggered bond elections are 

GISD officially calls for $31M bond referendum
STUART  

VILLANUEVA/ 
The Daily News

Galveston 
Independent School 
District trustee 
David O’Neal listens 
to a discussion 
regarding a 
bond package 
in Galveston on 
Wednesday.

By MARISSA BARNETT
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

C
onstruction on 
one of downtown 
Galveston’s busiest 

streets will likely continue 
until the end of July after 
a rainy fall and winter de-
layed work on the project, 
officials said.

The project was initially 
slated for completion by 
March 30. But the project 
has been extended twice 
through change orders 
because of reviews needed 
to remove historic trolley 
rails, according to the city.

The construction along 
Market Street also ran into 
problems when one of the 
sections failed to pass a 
required compression test, 
which ensures the road’s 

surface and underlying soil 
can handle weight, Galves-
ton spokeswoman Jaree 
Fortin said.

But the redo of one sec-
tion would not cause fur-
ther delay or cost taxpayers 
more money because the 
contractor is bearing the 

‘It’s Very Inconvenient’
Weather, 

other delays 

push Market 

Street work 

to July

KELSEY WALLING/ 
The Daily News

A street sign 
lays among road 
construction on 
Market Street in 
downtown Galveston 
on Wednesday. 
Construction is likely 
to continue until July, 
according to officials.

KELSEY WALLING/The Daily News
A sign warns drivers to take a detour as construction on Market and 23rd streets persists in 
front of the Black Pearl Oyster Bar on Wednesday. The construction project in downtown 
Galveston has disrupted the daily life of some residents and businesses.
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Renovations are underway at the College 
of the Mainland, stemming from a bond 

its board approved this fall.
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