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By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

The Galveston County Histor-
ical Museum’s long journey to 
reopening is again on an unclear 
trajectory after the firing of the 
museum’s manager.

Galveston County Chief Fi-
nancial Officer David Delac fired 
Jennifer Wycoff on June 27.

Wycoff, who was hired by the 
county in 2014, was charged with 
reopening the museum that has 
been closed since Hurricane Ike 
struck in 2008.

As of Wednesday, there was no 
clear date for when the museum 
would reopen, Delac said. The 
museum’s reopening will require 
a commitment from county 
commissioners, he said.

“I think it’s in a good state,” 
Delac said. “I want to make sure 
that they’re on board with every-
thing that needs to transpire for it 
to get to an opening date.”

Wycoff did not respond to a re-
quest for comment on Wednes-
day. In a text, she said she was 
dealing with a family member’s 

County museum’s 
future murky after 

director’s firing

KELSEY WALLING/The Daily News
An exhibit on Galveston’s old corner stores is complete at the 
Galveston County Museum at the county courthouse in Gal-
veston on Wednesday. The museum moved to the new loca-
tion in the courthouse in November 2014.

EMPLOYMENT | TERMINATION

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

An unusual weather system 
hovering in the Gulf of Mexico 
will strengthen into a hurricane 
before making landfall later this 
week, most likely along the Loui-
siana coast, according to Nation-
al Hurricane Center warnings 
issued Wednesday evening.

The center late Wednesday 

issued a 
hurricane 
watch cov-
ering most 
of coastal 

Louisiana and cautioned that 
substantial flooding could occur 
in areas near the coast.

Galveston County cities late 

WEATHER | STORM

Hurricane Barry very likely; 
where still uncertain 

A pass for me, but not for 
thee? How many people 

fake their way to the  
front of the ferry line?

COMING FRIDAY

Inside
n Flooding swamps  
New Orleans » A8

EDUCATION | PROGRAM

By KELSEY WALLING
The Daily News

S
tudents in Texas City 
Independent School 
District’s 21st Century 

Program, an after-school cur-
riculum, participate in a field 
day at Etheredge Stadium on 
Wednesday.

The program is part of the 
Afterschool Centers on Educa-
tion, which is administered by 
the Texas Education Agency to 
provide a safe and supervised 
place for learning and interac-
tion. Texas City Independent 
School District continues the 
program through part of the 
summer.

La Marque and Texas City’s 
after-school programs collab-
orated to create a field day for 
students nearing the end of 
summer school.

Students played tug of war 
and ran in relay races before 

heading back indoors to escape 
the heat.

Kelsey Walling: 817-690-3093; 409-
683-5235; kelsey.walling@galvnews.com

Students brave the heat for field day

KELSEY WALLING/The Daily News
Joshua Green leads his team in tug of war during a field day for students in Texas City Indepen-
dent School District’s 21st Century Program, an after-school program, at Etheredge Stadium in La 
Marque on Wednesday. Green and his team from La Marque Primary School won the match.

KELSEY WALLING/The Daily News
Cecilia Cidrian, right, races a La Marque student in a relay at Eth-
eredge Stadium in La Marque on Wednesday. The field day was 
put on for Texas City Independent School District students in the 
21st Century Program, an after-school curriculum.

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

The city, Galveston Park 
Board of Trustees and Port of 
Galveston likely will add fund-
ing to the employee health plan 
this fiscal year and will ask em-
ployees to cover more of the 
costs starting in January.

As the employee health plan 
faces shortfalls, trustees of the 
city of Galveston health benefit 
plan board voted Wednesday 
to increase monthly employee 
contributions to $75 from $50 
a month for individuals and 
to $380 from $330 a month 
for employees and families or 
spouses.

Copays, out of pocket de-
ductibles and emergency room 

deductibles will increase, too, 
they said.

In total, the changes should 
bring about $514,000 in savings 

City employees to contribute 
more money to health plan

Just The Facts
Changes to employee 

health costs
• Employee only monthly 
cost: from $50 to $75
• Employee and spouse or 
family monthly cost: from 
$330 to $380
• Out of pocket deductible: 
from $1,500 to $1,750
• Out of pocket maximum: 
from $15,000 to $52,050
• Emergency room 
deductible: from $70 to $75
• Copays for primary care: 
from $35 to $40

GOVERNMENT | INSURANCE
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