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League City officials seek 
regional solutions to 

neighborhood flood control.
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HITCHCOCK | BUDGET

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » HITCHCOCK

Hitchcock city commissioners 
tonight will begin a line-by-line 
budget review in hopes of finding 
more savings amid a fiscal slump.

After a 3-2 vote in March to cut 
operating expenses by $860,000 to 
keep the city out of the red, Com-
missioner Monica Cantrell called 
for city officials to conduct the line-
by-line review in search of more 
cuts.

Department overtime policies 
and specific departmental spend-
ing practices needed to be exam-
ined before staff cuts were made, 
Cantrell said.

About three departments had 
already used all of the overtime 
budget for the 2018 fiscal year, but 
Mayor Dorothy Childress said she 
would look into the policies and 
how that had happened.

The cuts were needed because 
the city is in a bad financial posi-
tion, in part because officials have 
been drawing out of a fund balance 
at the same time that sales tax rev-
enues have declined substantially, 
two consultants said in February.

City officials slashed department 
budgets by an average of 19 percent 
and eliminated two positions in the 
street department and four in the 
police department, among others, 

City officials 
to conduct 
line-by-line 

budget 
review

DECOMMISSION | FLOATING NUCLEAR REACTOR

By MARISSA BARNETT
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Crews are slated to complete 
the decommissioning of a for-
mer floating nuclear reactor be-
ing dismantled in the city’s port 
by this summer, the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers said in a re-
cent letter. 

The team working on the 
dismantlement recently com-
pleted removing the wall that 
surrounded the majority of the 
reactor pressure vessel, said 

Hans Honerlah, program man-
ager for the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers Baltimore district.

In all, more than a million 
pounds of waste have been 
removed from the vessel and 
transported to Waste Control 
Specialists’ disposal facility in 
Andrews County, according to 
the Army Corps.

“This is a significant mile-
stone, leaving the last major re-
moval being the removal of the 
remaining bottom portion of 

Dismantling of the Sturgis slated for completion this summer
U.S. ARMY  

CORPS OF  

ENGINEERS/ 
Courtesy

A 35-ton stor-
age tank, which 
once held nu-
clear material, 
was removed 
from the Sturgis 
in May 2016 as 
part of the U.S. 
Army Corps of 
Engineers de-
commissioning 
project.

By MARISSA BARNETT
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

The city’s planning commission 
will take up land-use rules for 
development today as members 
review amendments to the 
document that have consensus 
among different parties and will be 
voted on by the city council later 
this month.

Proposals that have drawn 
criticism or objection in recent 
weeks and months will be 

postponed and part of a next review 
phase before the city council votes 
on whether to adopt those changes, 
officials said.

The Galveston Planning 
Commission today will discuss 
those changes and the comments 
the planning department has 
received on them, said Mayor pro 
tem Terrilyn Tarlton-Shannon, an 
ex-officio member of the planning 
commission, meaning she attends 
the meetings but can’t vote.

The city moved the meeting to 
the council chambers because it 

expects a big turnout for the public 
hearing and the public will be able 
to comment during the 3:30 p.m. 
meeting, she said. Before the 
meeting, the planning commission 
will hold a workshop to discuss the 
changes, she said.

Many changes to be voted on 
later this month are administrative, 
such as cleaning up or defining 
certain language, according to the 
planning department.

One area that could be voted 

POLICE | DRIVING SIMULATORWASTE PICKUP | BRUSH

By VALERIE WELLS
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

Crews are collecting a higher 
volume of brush and yard waste 
this spring in League City.

Freezing temperatures in 
January killed or damaged a 
substantial number of plants, 
adding to the extra piles of stems 
and branches, city officials said.

“Oleanders and certain types 
of palms seemed to have fared 
worst,” Assistant City Manager 
Bo Bass said.

Typical trimming and 
landscape maintenance that 
happens in spring creates more 
yard waste, but the dead fronds 
and bushes have increased the 
green waste.

To keep up with the extra 
debris, the city’s contractor 
Republic Waste Services 
scheduled extra pickups for 
green waste with a brush truck 
in addition to its regular trash 
pickups, the company said.

Both homeowners and 
business owners are generating 
more green waste this spring, 
Bass said.

The extra brush and yard 
trash could block drains and 
clog ditches, a concern for 

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

A
bout 30 Galveston 
County Sheriff ’s 
Office deputies this 

week will practice car chases 
and other roadway encoun-
ters, all from the comfortable 
confines of a trailer in front of 
the department’s headquar-
ters.

“This will give deputies a 
better idea of what they’re 
dealing with and what they 
can be up against while in 
their vehicles,” Sheriff Henry 
Trochesset said. “That’s part 
of the problem — we don’t re-

ally get to practice pursuits.”
The deputies trained Mon-

day and were scheduled to 
continue today and Wednes-
day using a driving simula-
tor from a risk management 
group sponsored by the Texas 
Association of Counties.

The opportunity to train 
deputies comes to the sher-
iff ’s office free of charge, Tro-
chesset said.

Any chance to give deputies 
more time behind the wheel, 
practicing specific encoun-
ters, whether in real life or via 
a simulator, will improve the 
quality of law enforcement, 

Trochesset said.
One study showed that 

more than 80 percent of law 
enforcement at-fault acci-
dents came from employees 
who were on patrol for less 
than two years, Trochesset 
said.

“The more experience you 
have in a vehicle, on patrol, 
the more you learn and the 
less times you have an acci-
dent,” Trochesset said.

Of more than 684 law en-
forcement death cases be-
tween 2010 and 2014, traffic 

Pursuit practice

Sheriff’s deputies use simulator to learn about car chases

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Galveston County Sheriff’s Office deputy Jennifer Olvera pursues a suspect during a driving 
simulation Monday. Deputies this week will get to practice pursuits and other driving skills in 
a simulator from a risk management group sponsored by the Texas Association of Counties.

Planning commission to review proposals
If you go

What: Planning 
Commission 
meeting
When: 1:30 p.m. 
workshop; 
3:30 p.m. 
meeting
Where: 
City Council 
Chambers, City 
Hall, 823 25th 
Street

Hard 
winter 

leads to 
more yard 

waste
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