
Vol. 175, 
No. 330 6 45485 00100 7

© 2018 The Galveston County Daily News

INDEX ABBY B4 LOTTO A2  MARKETS A6  OBITUARIES B7  OPINION A4  PUZZLES B4  SPORTS B1

POLITICAL BUZZ: Middleton’s upset win was the exception, not the rule » A5

G A L V E S T O N    C O U N T Y

Texas’ OldesT Newspaper • publishiNg siNce 1842 • celebraTiNg 175 Years

Thursday, March 8, 2018 • www.galvnews.com H: 68 L: 62 » A10 • $1

By MATT DEGROOD

The Daily News

Some local educators are criticizing a new 
school bus seat belt law as an unfunded 
mandate as several area districts contem-
plate bus purchases.

Texas Senate Bill 693, which was passed in 
June and became law Sept. 1, 2017, requires 
districts to purchase new model school bus-
es with three-point seat belts, but provides a 
means for districts to opt out.

The measure does not apply to buses a 

Local educators: 
Seat belt bill is 

unfunded mandate

By SAMANTHA KETTERER

Special to The Daily News

Katherine Hicks, 24, didn’t 
need her father’s permission 
to marry her now-husband 
Tanner Hicks. She wanted it.

“I was just raised up in a 
family where that was expect-
ed,” Hicks, a Galveston res-
ident, said. “I knew it would 
hurt both of my parents’ feel-
ings if we just made a deci-

sion without including them.”
Although some have tossed 

the idea of asking parents for 
permission or a blessing to 
wed, the tradition has re-
mained alive for the Hickses 
and thousands of other cou-
ples. According to a 2015 
study by the popular bridal 
magazine The Knot, more 
than three-quarters of men 
asked for permission of the 
bride’s father or parents be-

fore popping the question.
The magazine surveyed 

more than 12,000 U.S. brides 
and 1,200 U.S. grooms en-
gaged or recently married 
from 2014 to early 2015.

The practice isn’t necessary 
like it used to be, when mar-
riage was part of a monetary 
exchange between families, 
Stephanie Coontz, research 

Some couples still seek parental blessing before marriage
JENNIFER 

REYNOLDS/ 
The Daily News

Before Tanner 
Hicks proposed 
to his wife, 
Katherine, at 
the Darragh 
Park gazebo, 
he’d asked 
her father for 
permission to 
marry her.

MARRIAGE | TRADITION

MISCONDUCT | ALLEGED VERBAL ATTACK
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By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

N
ew coats of paint are 
going on the pavil-
ion at Galveston’s 

popular East Beach.
New bollards are being 

planted in the sand to define 
the parking lots.

New lifeguards have begun 
training, and the sun, the glo-
rious sun, is making more fre-
quent appearances in the sky.

These are the signs that Gal-
veston’s winter season, which 
was unusually long and cold 
this year, is coming to an end, 
and the tourist season, upon 
which so much depends, is 
about to begin.

Spring break is coming, and 
local tourism officials say the 
two-week period is generally 
treated as an indicator of how 
the tourism season to come 
will treat the island.

How the island’s tourism 
industry performs during 
the 14 or so days when most 

By VALERIE WELLS
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

A Galveston woman claims 
Councilman Dan Becker ver-
bally attacked her Monday at 
the U.S. Post Office, 240 W. Gal-
veston St.

Elizabeth Quigley of Galves-
ton made a complaint to the 
League City Police Department 

after the inci-
dent, stating she 
felt threatened 
because Beck-
er used a loud, 
angry tone and 
she felt she was 
being verbally 
pushed around, 
according to the 

event report.
Becker denies that happened, 

but he was at the post office in 
League City on Monday, he said.

“The only thing that occurred 
out of the ordinary was that I 
helped a gentleman who was 
confined to a wheelchair to 
get access to his vehicle so that 
he could back into it to leave,” 
Becker said in a text message.

Quigley told police that 

League City councilman accused of going postal

DAN 
BECKER

KELSEY 

WALLING/ 
The Daily News

Elizabeth 
Quigley of 
Galveston 
stands by her 
car in front 
of the U.S. 
Post Office in 
League City on 
Wednesday. 

Let the sunshine in and read all about 
Island East-End Theatre’s production of 

“Hair” in The Weekend section.

COMING FRIDAY

TOURISM | IMPROVEMENTS

Done with dreary
After long winter, isle hopes for sunny spring break

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Tim Jackson, left, and Walter Boulet rehang the “Restrooms and Showers” sign in the 
Stewart Beach Pavilion on Tuesday as the island’s Park Board of Trustees prepares for the 
beginning of spring break this weekend.
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