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GOVERNMENT | BOLIVAR PENINSULA PLAN

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON

The Daily News

The Texas General Land Office 
wants to build a 1,000-foot-long 
T-head pier into the Gulf of Mex-
ico to replace Rollover Pass, the 
popular fishing spot on Bolivar 
Peninsula that was closed this fall.

The land office has submitted 
its plans for the pier to the U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers. While 
officials have long promised to 
build a park and fishing pier to 
replace the pass, the application 
for a corps construction permit 

provides the most detailed infor-
mation yet about the project.

While the pier was always 
promised, it was a relief to see 
official plans drawn up for the 
structure, Galveston County 
Commissioner Darrell Apffel 
said. Apffel’s precinct includes 
Bolivar Peninsula.

When the pass was closed 
to anglers in September, some 

critics of the project questioned 
whether plans for a pier were real 
because the Army Corps had not 
yet received an application for 
construction, he said.

“It’s always comforting for peo-
ple to do what they say they’re 
going to do,” Apffel said. “It will 
be a place to fish, and it will be 
a lovely park for people to come 
and enjoy.”

The land office’s permit asks 
for permission to build a long 
pier that ends in a 70-foot wide 
T. The pier would be made of 
concrete with a wooden deck. It 
would be built west of the mouth 
of the pass, according to the ap-
plication.

The permit also calls for 

Application outlines plans for Rollover Pass pier
GO TO GALVNEWS.COM 

FOR A MAP OF TEXAS 
GLO’S PROPOSAL AND 
ROLLOVER PASS PIER 

APPLICATION

MARITIME | PORT TENANTS

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

T
he Port of Galveston 
plans to launch a finan-
cial audit of Gulf Copper 

as it works to determine whether 
the company, which leases land 
on Pelican Island, is meeting 
terms of its lease and contribut-
ing enough to the landlord port’s 
bottom line.

Port Director Rodger Rees 
confirmed Friday he plans to 
hire a forensic auditor to review 
the port’s lease with Gulf Copper, 
which repairs offshore rigs and 
marine vessels on 107 acres, rep-
resenting the most land leased by 
a port tenant. Gulf Copper has 
operated on Pelican Island since 
2005.

Rees called the audit a nor-
mal exercise permissible under 

GOVERNMENT | TAX REVENUE

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Galveston for the past decade 
has enjoyed robust and steady 
growth in beach park admis-
sions and in hotel occupancy 
tax collections, but in the 2019 
budget year, both measure-
ments were less than what tour-
ism officials predicted.

The Galveston Park Board of 
Trustees, which manages island 

beaches and promotes tourism, 
blames the decline on several 
factors, including the need for 
increased investment in park 
improvements.

In 2019, the park board col-
lected $8.04 million in hotel oc-
cupancy taxes, about $160,000 
less than the $8.2 million it ex-
pected to collect and $260,000 
less than the $8.3 million in 
brought in last year, according 

Galveston hotel tax, 
beach admission  
revenues decline

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

The city of Galveston plans 
to build a public plaza on the 
site of the old fire station with a 
$500,000 grant from the Moody 
Foundation.

It’s a project city officials have 
eyed as part of a larger plan to 
enhance the space north of 
Broadway and west of 25th 

Street in hopes of driving more 
private investment to the area.

The plaza will be built on the 
site of what is now the old an-
nex building behind city hall, 
823 25th St.

Crews plan to start demolish-
ing the 20,000-square-foot an-
nex this month, a process that 
started after the city in August 
opened its new $9.6 million Fire 

$500,000 Moody Foundation 
grant to pay for public plaza

CITY OF GALVESTON/Courtesy
This rendering shows the concept design for the plaza behind 
city hall.

PRIVATE DONATION | PUBLIC SPACE

Port to audit Gulf Copper,  
its largest land leaser

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
A welder works on a piece being fabricated at Gulf Copper in 
Galveston on Friday.

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Oil platforms are docked at Gulf Copper in Galveston on Friday where workers will install new 
winches on the vessels. 
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