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LEGAL | CITY-BUSINESS OWNER DISPUTE

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

The attorney representing a 
downtown business owner who 
opposes closure of streets during 
Mardi Gras filed a cease and de-
sist letter with the city, a spokes-
woman said.

The letter, from the attorney 
of Allen Flores, is in regards to 
street closures during Mardi 
Gras, a city spokeswoman said.

The letter comes after a Janu-
ary debate in which some down-
town business owners, including 
Flores, vented frustration over 
the street closures associated with 
the pre-Lenten festival, which be-

gins Friday.
Flores owns businesses such as 

Shark Shack Beach Bar & Grill, 
2402 Strand, and Bliss Lounge, 
2413 Strand, among others. He 
organized Mardi Gras in 2009 
and 2010 when it was free entry, 
he said.

Yaga’s Entertainment, owned 
by Mike Dean, began organizing 

the festival in 2011 and charging 
the entry fee.

Attorney Mark Stevens, who 
represents Flores, declined to 
comment on the letter Monday.

Flores declined to comment 
about the letter specifically, but 
has vocally opposed charging for 
entry to the festival area down-
town, saying the fee prevents cus-

tomers from visiting businesses.
“Any contract to lock out the 

citizens from public streets unless 
they pay off a promoter is illegal,” 
Flores said. “I’m absolutely in 
favor of continuing Mardi Gras 
both on the seawall and down-
town, but it’s time for the city to 

Business owner demands city cease Mardi Gras closures

EDUCATION | DISCIPLINARY ACTION 

By KATHRYN EASTBURN

The Daily News

An investigation into a claim 
that a 4-year-old was locked in a 
closet for punishment at the Mall 
of the Mainland Head Start Cen-
ter has been resolved with two 
one-day suspensions without 
pay.

“Unfortunately, we couldn’t 
find corroboration on either side 

as to what actually 
happened,” said 
Melvin Williams, 
executive direc-
tor of Galveston 
County Commu-
nity Action Coun-
cil, the nonprofit 
agency that over-
sees Head Start 

operations in Galveston County. 
Melvin Williams stepped in to 

conduct the investigation in the 
absence of Head Start Director 
Gerald Williams, who has been 
on vacation.

The site manager and the 
teacher in question have both 
been suspended for one day 
without pay as a result of the 
investigation, Melvin Williams 
said.

“We felt that we had to do 
something because I was not 

completely satisfied with the an-
swers I got from the site manag-
er,” he said.

The mother of the pre-kinder-
garten student who said she had 
been put in the classroom closet 
told Melvin Williams she didn’t 
want any more punishment and 
that she felt satisfied by how 
quickly he and others responded 
to her concerns, Melvin Williams 
said.

“She wanted her child to go 
back to school tomorrow, and 
she said she felt good about how 
things were handled,” Melvin 
Williams said.

The center’s site manager and 
the accused teacher were put 
on administrative leave late last 
week as soon as the accusation 
became known to leadership 

Mall of the Mainland Head Start resolves closet claim with suspensions

MELVIN 
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GOVERNMENT | TAXES

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Legislation that local lead-
ers worry could hamper cities’ 
growth has made some headway 
among state lawmakers.

The proposal would cap annu-
al growth of property tax revenue 
for some municipal governments 
at 2.5 percent, unless voters ap-
proved a greater increase.

Thursday, the plan moved out 
of Senate committee, lining up 
for a vote by the state Senate.

It’s a plan that has ignited de-
bate among Texas cities, includ-
ing those in Galveston County.

Voter rollback elections over 
2.5 percent growth could pre-
vent the city of Galveston from 

SPORTS PLUS: Intriguing 
matchups lurk in busy playoff 

hoops schedule » B1
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POST-HARVEY | RECOVERY

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » DICKINSON

J eff Elsey has moved around a 
lot over the past 18 months.

After spending about 24 
hours in his attic when Hurri-
cane Harvey flooded his home 
in August 2017, Elsey, 47, and 
his family spent some time at a 
friend’s house, then more time in 
a new RV camper, and then more 
time in a FEMA trailer parked in 
his back yard.

On Friday, he moved again, 
back into his home on Lobit 
Drive in Dickinson. His family 
— his wife, two sons, mother-
in-law and four dogs — enjoyed 
a homecoming meal from Dick-
ey’s Barbecue Pit and settled into 
their new old digs, which are now 
15 feet higher off the ground.

It was a bittersweet feeling, 
he said. They were back in their 
house, but had lost most of their 
possessions to Harvey.

“The loss is so tremendous,” 
he said. “I can’t really put a dollar 
figure on it.”

Elevating the house alone cost 
$80,000, he said.

This is the state of things in 
Dickinson, 18 months after the 
storm. Homeowners are seeing 
incremental progress, most of it 
self-driven as the wait continues 
for government-run recovery 
programs to ramp up.

It leaves some people in limbo. 
The Elseys, for instance, can live 
in their home, but are still wait-
ing for a set of steps to be built to 
lead to their new front door.

The family can enter the house 
only by a set of temporary steps 
leading to the back door, Elsey 

Hundreds still await  
Harvey assistance answers

Homeowner Assistance  
Program Application Fairs
The Texas General Land Office will 

hold two application fairs to help local 

homeowners sign up for its assistance 

program. Signing up takes about 30 

minutes.

LIGHTHOUSE CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES

800 Grand Ave., Bacliff, TX 77518

Feb. 25: 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

GREATER ST. MATTHEWS  

BAPTIST CHURCH

6333 Highway 6, Hitchcock

March 1: 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.

March 2: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News photos
Dickinson resident Jeff Elsey opens the front door of his house on Lobit Drive on Monday. After 
the house flooded in Hurricane Harvey, Elsey paid to have it raised. He and his family are still 
waiting on steps to be built to their front door.

More than a year after Hurricane Harvey, a makeshift ramp 
for dogs and a set of steps donated by a church are the 
means of entry into Jeff Elsey’s house in Dickinson.
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