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POLICE | ARMED ROBBERIES IN HOUSTON/GALVESTON AREA

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » HOUSTON

Harris County prosecutors on 
Monday charged 11 people in 
connection to dozens of armed 
robberies that happened over the 
course of a year in the Houston 

and Galveston area.
The charges stem from inves-

tigations into 41 robberies that 
happened from July 2018 to Feb-
ruary 2019, including a robbery 
at La Michoacana Meat Market in 
Galveston in January, prosecutors 
said.

Tom Grant, 18, and Jacquez 

Keli, 17, were both charged in con-
nection to crimes in Galveston, ac-
cording to the Harris County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office.

They and nine other men are 
accused of being parts of crews 
of masked men who would target 
meat markets that caters to His-
panics.

During the Galveston robbery 
on Jan. 4, masked men entered the 
store at about 9:15 a.m. and fired 
shots into the air, striking a sign 
above a service counter. The men 
fled the store and escaped despite 
a police manhunt in the vicinity of 

11 arrested for spree of market robberies
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WILDLIFE | FEATHERFEST

By KATHRYN EASTBURN
The Daily News

Except for the possible sighting 
of unusual numbers of people 
carrying binoculars around Gal-
veston this week, residents likely 
wouldn’t know there’s a festival 
in town. FeatherFest, Galveston’s 
annual celebration of bird life in 
the region, opens on Thursday 
for its 17th year, bringing with it 
nature tourists from around the 
country.

Some 600 people from 32 states 
have pre-registered and on-site 
registration, which normally sees 
a lot of people coming in from 
the surrounding area, opens at 
4 p.m. Wednesday at FeatherFest 
headquarters, 4700 Broadway.

With FeatherFest, Galveston 
also enjoys its role as a nature 
tourism destination, an iden-
tity the city’s Park Board and 

Divisions rattle Hitchcock as mayoral election  
and future planning decisions loom.
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Amenities like this elevated boardwalk will enhance nature tour-
ists’ experience, according to Houston Audubon. This rendering 
shows the Katherine G. McGovern Canopy Walkway to be built 
at Smith Oaks Bird Sanctuary in High Island in time for spring 
migration 2020.

ENVIRONMENT | BEACH CLEANUPS

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Despite an agreement that 
guarantees beach cleaning in the 
event of seaweed inundation, res-
idents of some West End com-
munities still worry their beaches 
won’t be clean enough this sum-
mer.

After a move last year that dis-
allowed private contractors from 
operating under its beach clean-
ing permit, the Galveston Park 
Board of Trustees last month 

agreed to clean West End beach-
es of seaweed under specific con-
ditions.

According to the agreement, 
the park board will clean the 
beaches of neighborhood asso-
ciations who sign up when sea-
weed builds up to 2 1/2 feet high 
and 10 feet wide or covers 50 per-
cent of a property.

But that would not be frequent 
enough for some residents, said 
Bob Dolgin, president of the 
Sandhill Shores Property Owners 

West Enders argue over 
pros, cons of seaweed

GOVERNMENT | DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » FRIENDSWOOD

R
esidents across Galves-
ton County are calling 
for neighborhood drain-

age improvements, but the most 
effective way for local leaders to 
reduce flooding is by improving 
flow along Clear Creek, accord-
ing to a report by a Friendswood 
committee.

“The issue with flooding is 
Clear Creek,” said Steve Rockey, a 
councilman and chairman of the 
Friendswood Drainage Subcom-
mittee, which recently presented 
its findings to the city council. 
“But any fixes are going to be ex-
pensive and take a lot of time.”

The committee’s results fo-
cused solely on possible flooding 
solutions in Friendswood itself, 
but its findings echo what many 
local leaders and officials have 
said in the months since Hurri-
cane Harvey dropped more than 
50 inches of rain in some parts 

Study argues Clear Creek 
is key to flood solutions

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News photos
An excavator moves dirt at the site of a drainage project on the banks of Clear Creek in Friend-
swood on Tuesday.

A cyclist rides across the FM 2351 bridge over Clear Creek in 
Friendswood on Tuesday. A recent report argues raising the 
bridge, along with other changes, could reduce the severity of 
flooding along the creek.

“The issue with flooding is Clear 
Creek. But any fixes are going to be 

expensive and take a lot of time.”
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