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TRANSPORTATION | ROAD PROJECT

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

F
lorence Campbell Ele-
mentary School will open 
in August and several res-

idents in a nearby subdivision 
are worried increased traffic will 
cause a bottleneck along League 
City Parkway.

To make matters worse, the 
city has no immediate plans to 
expand the parkway section 
between Misty Trails Lane and 
Maple Leaf Drive from two lanes 
to four lanes, said Diane Turski, 
president of the Westover Park 
homeowners association.

“There will be many, many 
more cars, school buses, etc. on 
this stretch of road,” Turski said. 
“This stretch is only two lanes 
and has become a dangerous bot-
tleneck.”

Two lanes won’t be enough 
room to accommodate all the 
drivers using the road, said Brian 
Worrell, another resident of the 
neighborhood.

Expanding League City Park-
way in the Westover Park section 
is important to city administra-
tors, but other projects have been 
more pressing, City Manager 
John Baumgartner said.

“League City Parkway, with 

COURT | POTENTIAL JURORS

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

The day after arguing in court that 
his client’s trial should be moved to an-
other county, the lawyer representing 
accused Santa Fe High School shooter 
Dimitrios Pagourtzis alerted a judge 
about comments made by a victim’s 

husband, arguing they threatened to 
contaminate jury pools wherever the 
trial is held.

Citing comments made to The 
Houston Chronicle on Feb. 25 by Scot 
Rice, the husband of shooting survi-
vor Flo Rice, defense attorney Nick 
Poehl asked Judge John Ellisor to re-
view the statements and, if necessary, 
take action in response to them.

“No matter where you go, they move 
this trial, we’re gonna be there, and 
we’re gonna be on the media there and 
the jury pool’s gonna be tainted there 
because we’re not gonna let it go,” Rice 
said, according to the Chronicle.

Ellisor on Feb. 27, a day after Poehl 
filed his motion, decided to move the 
trial.

Poehl called Rice’s statements a 

threat to contaminate potential jury 
pools and to deny Pagourtzis the right 
to a fair trial.

“I viewed the statement as a dan-
gerous statement,” Poehl said. “I don’t 
know that he really meant it in the way 
that he said it, but if he did, it’s obvi-
ously pretty problematic.”
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Jury tampering concern raised before venue change

DIMITRIOS 
PAGOURTZIS

County leaders lobby in Austin this week,  
but what does a legislative win really look like?

COMING THURSDAY

GOVERNMENT | FACILITY FEES

By KERI HEATH

The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

A need for more money for programming 
and maintenance could mean new rental or 
admission fees at some city parks.

City parks and recreation staff members 
propose raising rental rates for the Menard 
Park band shell, increasing baseball field 
rental fees for some users and charging adults 
a $25 annual fee to enter McGuire-Dent 
Recreation Center, Director of Parks and 

HEALTH | VIRUS DEATH

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

A 6-year-old girl being treat-
ed at a hospital in Galveston 
County died last month after 
contracting the flu virus, the 
Galveston County Health Dis-
trict announced Monday.

Her death was the first con-
firmed flu-related death of the 
flu season, the district said.

There have been more than 
1,900 reported flu cases in the 
county since October 2018, ac-
cording to the health district.

The health district did not 
identify the girl by name or say 
where she was living when she 

contracted the flu. The girl was 

not from the United States and 

had been hospitalized since Oc-

Flu claims life of  
6-year-old girl in county

City could start 
charging more for 
some parks fees

POLL: COUNTY 
LEADERS LOBBY IN 
AUSTIN THIS WEEK, 
BUT WHAT DOES A 
LEGISLATIVE WIN 

REALLY LOOK LIKE?
GO TO 

GALVNEWS.COM 
TO ANSWER OUR 
POLL QUESTION.

See FLU » A3

There have been 
81,775 cases 

of flu reported 
across Texas so 
far this season, 

according to the 
state health  
department.
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Residents call for League City 
Parkway expansion project

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Work continues on the Florence Campbell Elementary School 
under construction in League City on Monday.

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Diane Turski, president of the Westover Park homeowners association, points towards the location 
of the new Florence Campbell Elementary School in League City on Monday. She and other resi-
dents are concerned that, with the opening of the new school, a stretch of two lane road on League 
City Parkway will be unable to handle the increased traffic.

See PARKWAY » A3

“There will be many, many  
more cars, school buses, etc.  

on this stretch of road.  
This stretch is only two lanes  

and has become a dangerous  
bottleneck.”

Diane Turski 

president of the Westover Park homeowners association


