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CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | RECOVERY

By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER  
and MARTIN CRUTSINGER
Associated Press

 » WASHINGTON

Facing the gravest U.S. eco-
nomic crisis in decades, Treasury 
Secretary Steven Mnuchin and 
Federal Reserve Chair Jerome 
Powell offered Congress con-
trasting views Tuesday of what 
the government’s most urgent 
priority should be.

Striking a theme frequent-
ly pushed by President Donald 

Trump, Mnuchin warned that 
prolonged business shutdowns 
would pose long-term threats to 
the economy, from widespread 
bankruptcies for small businesses 
to long-term unemployment for 
millions of Americans.

“There is risk of permanent 
damage,” Mnuchin said.

Powell, by contrast, stressed, 
as he has in recent weeks, that 
the nation is gripped by an eco-
nomic shock “without modern 

Mnuchin, Powell push differing priorities to aid economy

Parents and students 
share their appreciation for 

teachers who’ve gone above 
and beyond during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

COMING FRIDAY

GOVERNMENT | TAX REVENUE

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

A proposal by Galveston Coun-
ty Judge Mark Henry asking state 

leaders to stop 
property value 
increases this year 
to help people 
struggling in the 
COVID-19 econ-
omy is getting lit-
tle traction among 
lawmakers.

In some cases, 
the proposal has 

even drawn derision from top 
Republican officials, who say re-
quests for relief should be made 
to local taxing entities, not the 
state government.

Henry, meanwhile, stood by 
his proposal and said he was frus-

trated that legisla-
tors have bragged 
about tax reform 
while failing to 
address quickly 
increasing prop-
erty values.

“You say you’re 
providing tax re-
lief, but not a sin-
gle property own-
er in Galveston 
County believes 
you at this point,” 
Henry said. “If 
you can find any-
one who’s happy 
that their assess-
ment went up, 

they’ll be the first.”
Henry sent a letter May 5  

GOP leaders  
pooh-pooh proposal to 
freeze property values
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CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | PROPERTY VALUES

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON COUNTY

Apartment owners, already 
struggling with tenants un-
able to pay their rents in the 
COVID-19 economy, say they’re 
also facing astounding increases 
in their property values, which 
will mean higher taxes.

It’s a double blow for many 
apartment complex owners in 
Galveston County who already 
are stretching their reserves 

thin, they said. Some worry in-
creasing taxes combined with 
lost revenue will lead to foreclo-
sures, they said.

For many multifamily com-
plexes across the county, prop-
erty valuations went up between 
50 percent and 200 percent, 
according to a letter the Gal-
veston County Apartment As-
sociation sent to the Galveston 
Central Appraisal District, an 
independent organization that 
determines the value of taxable 
property in the county.

“We believe these property 
value increases, during the worst 
economic crisis this country has 
seen since the Great Depression, 
is unconscionable and without 
merit,” according to the letter.

The letter, which the associ-
ation sent last week, asked the 
appraisal district to reconsider 
its valuation.

Jerry Smith, managing di-
rector of Keener Investments, 
said the value of the company’s 

Apartment complex owners  
face soaring property taxes

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Maintenance worker Alberto Cervantes cleans the swimming pool at The Breakers Luxury Apart-
ment Homes in Texas City on Tuesday. Valuation at the complex, 8801 Monticello Drive, rose this 
year to $14.6 million from $10.1 million a year ago, a 45 percent increase, according to Galveston 
Central Appraisal District data.

POLICE | MURDER CHARGES

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

A Galveston man is accused 
of cutting his roommate’s throat 
and leaving his body on a Texas 
City sidewalk in January, police 
said.

Juan Carlos Ramirez-Vargas, 
26, was charged Monday with 
murder in the death of Pablo Pa-
dilla, police said.

Blood-covered dollar bills 
and clothing and a series of in-
criminating text messages led 

police to charge 
Ramirez-Vargas 
with the murder, 
according to a 
criminal com-
plaint released 
Tuesday.

Ramirez-Var-
gas previously had 
been arrested and 
charged with ev-

idence tampering in connection 
to Padilla’s death. He has been in 

Charges upgraded to murder 
in cutthroat killing case 
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EDUCATION | SPORTS

By JAMES LACOMBE
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON COUNTY

High school sports took a 
small step toward normal Tues-
day when the University Inter-
scholastic League announced 
when schools could begin sum-
mer workouts.

The UIL’s announcement 
comes a day after Gov. Greg Ab-
bott unveiled a second phase of 
the reopening of Texas, which in-
cluded youth sports and summer 

EMERGENCY | TANK-FARM EXPLOSION

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON, 
LAURA ELDER  
and JAMES LACOMBE
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Two people were injured in 
an explosion and fire Tuesday 
at a crude-oil tank farm on 
Pelican Island.

The fire was at the Pelican 
Island Storage Terminal, a 
tank farm near Texas Clip-
per Road, east of the Texas 
A&M University at Galveston 
campus, city spokeswoman 

Athletic programs 
can begin summer 
workouts June 8

Explosion rocks Pelican Island 
tank farm, two injured

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/ 
The Daily News

Galveston firefighters douse 
a tank used to store a form 
of crude oil at Pelican Island 
Storage Terminal, 3801 GTI 
Blvd., on the east side of 
the Texas A&M University at 
Galveston campus Tuesday.
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