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SPORTS | CHEATING SCANDAL

By RONALD BLUM  
and KRISTIE RIEKEN
Associated Press

 » HOUSTON

The Houston Astros’ sign-stealing scan-
dal cost manager AJ Hinch and general 
manager Jeff Luhnow their jobs, and Bos-
ton Red Sox manager Alex Cora could be 
next.

Hinch and Luhnow were fired Monday 
after being suspended by Major League 
Baseball for the team’s illicit use of elec-
tronics to steal signs during Houston’s run 
to the 2017 World Series title and again in 
the 2018 season.

In U.S. sports’ largest scandal since the 
New England Patriots’ “Spygate,” MLB 
Commissioner Rob Manfred announced 
the discipline and strongly hinted that 
Cora the Astros bench coach in 2017 — 
will face equal or more severe punish-

ment. Manfred said Cora 
developed the sign-stealing 
system used by the Astros. 
The Red Sox are under 
investigation for stealing 
signs in Cora’s first season 
as manager in 2018, when 
Boston won the World Se-
ries.

Houston was fined $5 
million, the maximum allowed under 
the Major League Constitution, as pun-
ishment. The Astros will also forfeit their 
next two first- and second-round amateur 
draft picks.

The investigation found that the Astros 

used the video feed from a center field 

camera to see and decode the opposing 

catcher’s signs. Players banged on a trash 

can to signal to batters what was coming, 

believing it would improve the batter’s 

odds of getting a hit.

Sign stealing is a legal and time-honored 

Astros fire Hinch, GM in sign stealing scheme
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Inside
n MLB sign-stealing investigation turns 
to former Astros bench coach Alex Cora 
and the Red Sox » B1

It’s opening day for local political races. Who’s in and who’s 
out and who’s still deciding whether to run for city offices?

COMING THURSDAY

GOVERNMENT | CITY IMPROVEMENTS

By KATHRYN EASTBURN
The Daily News

 » LA MARQUE

When Tink Jackson came to 
La Marque eight months ago to 
take the job of city manager, he 
committed to addressing long-
standing problems such as the 
city’s aging water infrastructure. 

No Band-Aid solutions, Jackson 
told the city council and residents 
of the town of 15,000 people.

Jackson has moved full speed 
ahead on his promise, getting 
the ball rolling on an expand-
ed wastewater treatment plant, 
rehabilitation of the Gulf Grey-
hound water tank that serves La 
Marque and new utility lift sta-

tion pumps.
Last month, the council ap-

proved an ordinance allowing 
work to move forward with a 
promise of reimbursement to city 
coffers once bonds are issued on 
the public improvement project.

“Work on those projects has al-
ready started,” Jackson said.

Jackson also championed im-

proved parks as an economic de-
velopment tool for a city like La 
Marque with lots of park acreage 
and a need to entice new busi-
nesses to town. In late 2019, the 
council approved a request for 
proposals to hire a consultant 
who would come in and develop 
a parks master plan and at Mon-
day’s meeting, approved negoti-

ating terms with Clark Condon, 
a Houston-based landscape ar-
chitecture firm.

The cost is $30,000 with half 
put up by the city and half by the 
parks department.

Growth and change cost mon-
ey. In all, the city will issue $20 

La Marque city manager commits to progress, one step at a time

CRIMINAL JUSTICE | SPECIALTY COURT

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

People suffering from mental 
health ailments and arrested for 
felonies in Galveston County 
might soon have a path to treat-
ment, rather than punishment.

Galveston County commis-
sioners voted unanimously 

Monday to approve creation of a 
mental health court and to fund 
it with more than $571,000.

The money approved Mon-
day will run the court only for 
the first year, and the county 
will have to find other funding 
in the future, officials said. If the 
court succeeds, officials hope it 

County OKs  
first mental  
health court

COURT | 2017 MURDER TRIAL

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

The trial of a man accused of 
stalking his former wife for years 
before wounding her and rid-
dling her new husband in a burst 
of gunfire outside their family 
home in 2017 is set to begin with 
opening arguments today.

Sayantan Ghose, 43, is charged 
with murder, aggravated as-
sault with a deadly weapon and 
stalking in connection with 
the series of incidents that led 

to the death of 
Clarence Wayne 
Harris II, and in 
the wounding of 
Amanda Harris, 
Ghose’s former 
wife.

Ghose was de-
tained at a border 
checkpoint near 

Las Cruces, N.M. on June 29, 
2017, a day after the couple was 
shot outside their home in the 
700 block of Mayhill Ridge Lane 

Trial to begin for accused 
League City killer, stalker
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COURT | DOWNTOWN FESTIVALS

By KERI HEATH

The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

C
ity officials, Mardi Gras 
organizers and a court-
room full of interested 

spectators spent all day Monday 
in a hearing that could determine 
the fate of Mardi Gras, the island’s 
popular pre-Lenten festival.

Judge Patricia Grady of the 

Mardi Gras hearing draws  
into a third day of testimony

JENNIFER  

REYNOLDS/ 
The Daily News

Mike Dean, left, 
owner of Yaga’s 
Entertainment, 
and his wife, 
Elizabeth, head 
to the 212th 
District Court 
at the Galves-
ton County 
Courthouse for 
a hearing  on 
Monday.

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Island businessman Allen Flores heads to the 212th District Court at the Galveston County 
Courthouse for a hearing concerning Mardi Gras on Monday. Standing in the background, owner 
of Yaga’s Entertainment Mike Dean, center, his wife, Elizabeth, left, and Galveston City Manager 
Brian Maxwell, right, talk in the courthouse hall before the hearing.
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