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BUSINESS | LEAGUE CITY

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

Steve Paterson has resigned as the 
president and CEO of the League City 
Regional Chamber of Commerce.

“On behalf of the chamber board of 
directors and chamber staff, we thank 

Steve for his service to the chamber,” 
Chairman Bill Provenzano said in a 
letter informing members Paterson 
tendered his resignation. “Steve has 
decided to pursue other avenues in his 
career. We wish him and his family the 
best in their future endeavors.”

News of Paterson’s abrupt resigna-
tion came late Monday. Calls to the 

chamber, Paterson and Provenzano 
went unreturned by deadline Monday.

“I wanted to assure all of you that 
the chamber board and wonderful 
chamber staff are excited and ener-
gized about the upcoming events we 
have planned and that the transition-
al period will not inhibit our inspired 
growth that has continued over the 

last few years,” Provenzano said.
The former Galveston County Daily 

News advertising director had been in 
that position since taking over in 2015, 
after the previous chamber president 
also resigned abruptly.

Paterson arrived at the chamber 

Paterson resigns as chamber president, CEO 
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SPORTS PLUS: Baylor  
No. 1 seed overall; Texas 

A&M, Texas, Rice and Abilene 
Christian punch ticket into 
NCAA Women’s Basketball 

Tournament » B1

INSIDE

A national group working to end greyhound racing has asked 
the Texas Racing Commission to investigate the deaths of 

four dogs at a track in La Marque.

COMING WEDNESDAY

FIREFIGHTERS | PLANT FIRE

By JUAN A. LOZANO
Associated Press

 » HOUSTON

A large fire at a Houston-ar-
ea petrochemicals terminal will 
likely burn for another two days, 
authorities said Monday, noting 
that air quality around the facility 
was testing within normal guide-
lines.

The fire erupted Sunday at In-
tercontinental Terminals Com-
pany in Deer Park, about 15 

miles southeast of Houston. Fire-
fighters were working to control 
the blaze, and the company said 
the risk of explosion remained 
“minimal.”

ITC has said all employees have 
been accounted for and no inju-
ries have been reported. A huge 
plume of smoke could be seen 
for miles, including from Galves-
ton and the Galveston-Port Boli-
var Ferry, which is about 35 miles 
southeast of the blaze. Officials 
estimated the plume rose 3,000 

feet to 4,000 feet into the air.
The company said the fire 

spread to seven storage tanks 
holding components of gasoline 
and also used in nail polish re-
mover, glues and paint thinner. 
ITC initially said the fire had 
spread to eight tanks, but compa-
ny official David Wascome scaled 
back the number Monday, saying 
one of the tanks was empty.

Monday afternoon, ITC 

Emergency crews work to control fire  
at Deer Park petrochemicals plant

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
A plume of smoke from a fire burning at the Intercontinental 
Terminals Company in Deer Park trails across the horizon Mon-
day. The fire, which started Sunday morning, was visible from 
Galveston.

COURT | CRIMINALLY NEGLIGENT HOMICIDE

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » BACLIFF

A Galveston County jury 
Thursday will decide the fate of 
a Bacliff man who in 2017 shot 
his girlfriend in the head while 
handling a handgun he said he 
thought was unloaded.

Deputies late Friday took Or-
lando Martinez, 24, into cus-
tody after a jury at the end of a 
week-long trial found him guilty 

of criminally neg-
ligent homicide, 
Assistant Crim-
inal District At-
torney Rebekah 
Saunders said.

Martinez was 
first charged with 
manslaughter a 
day after Kaitlyn 

Trammell, 18, died at Memorial 

Bacliff man awaits sentencing 
for shooting girlfriend
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GOVERNMENT | PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

A 
boom in landscaping 
and other green spac-
es along city streets has 

shifted work onto the city’s parks 
department and is consuming 
more of the money earmarked 
for park maintenance, officials 
said.

About $2.02 million, two 
thirds, of the $2.99 million bud-
geted for parks in the general 
fund is going for maintaining 
parks, facilities and streets with 
landscaping.

The parks funding pays for 

Greener streets mean 
more work for city parks

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
A maintenance crew with Galveston’s Parks and Recreation Department mows and trims around 
patches of bluebonnets growing on the side of Interstate 45 near 71st Street on Monday. Upkeep 
of the city’s landscaped street projects and green spaces falls to the parks department.

A maintenance crew with Galveston’s Parks and Recreation 
Department mows and trims around patches of bluebonnets 
growing on the side of Interstate 45 near 71st Street on Monday.

“When you defer maintenance, then 
you can really get behind very quickly.”

District 2 Councilman Craig Brown
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