
*Plus Live Entertainment, Great Food, Group Rates, Free Parking and More!

Ice Land • Festival of Lights • Cirque Joyeux Noel
3D Films • Rudolph 4D • Ice Skating • Arctic Slide • Train Rides

Eight Holiday Attractions ●  One Venue

moodygardens.org

SAVE ONLINE

800-582-4673

VALUE DAYS: Save $5!  Sunday - Thursday, Nov. 12 - Dec. 14 (Excludes Thanksgiving)

COOLEST HOLIDAY DESTINATION IN THE SOUTHWEST
Opens November 11
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League City employees are getting  
a pay hike. But how big?

COMING SOON

A special section commemorates the 
Houston Astros’ championship.

COMING SUNDAY

CITY | PLANNING

ROAD | CONSTRUCTION

By MARISSA BARNETT

The Daily News

 » LA MARQUE

A new plan for the revi-
talization of downtown La 
Marque — an area the city’s 
now calling the Renaissance 
District — is out this week 
after months of community 

workshops and planning.
The plan, created by Tex-

as A&M University’s Texas 
Coastal Watershed Program, 
spells out specific measures for 
the next several years meant to 
redesign La Marque’s down-
town and lure new businesses.

The revitalization efforts will 
be focused on Laurel Street be-

tween Bayou Road and Yupon 
Drive and First Street between 
Bayou Road and state High-
way 3.

In December, the city’s Eco-
nomic Development Corp. ap-
proved a $25,500 contract with 
the watershed program for 

City plans downtown redo via ‘Renaissance District’
KELSEY WALLING/ 

The Daily News
A holiday decoration adorns 
a light pole at the corner of 
First Street and Bayou Road 
in La Marque on Thursday. 
The flags are raised at 
half-staff to mourn the 26 
lives lost in the Sutherland 
Springs shooting last Sunday.

By SAMANTHA KETTERER
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

A dispute over the ownership of sever-
al beach front rights of way came to a boil 
Thursday when a bankruptcy trustee at-
tempting to sell the overlying property 
pleaded with Galveston City Council to give 
up the rights of way and avoid a lawsuit.

Randy Williams, trustee in the Chapter 
7 bankruptcy estate of Sonya Porretto, has 
threatened to sue the city of Galveston over 
10 rights of way on Porretto Beach, between 
Sixth and 10th streets. Williams and others 
working to sell the property have claimed 
the rights of way had belonged to the Por-
rettos since 1978, when the city council vot-
ed to abandon them to the family.

Proof of the transaction is largely non-
existent, however, as the city has not found 
official records showing the required legal 
documents, or plats, were ever filed to turn 
over the rights of way.

The controversy at its core is between a 
developer wanting to build a mixed-use 
project on Porretto Beach and islanders op-
posed to that for various reasons.

Porretto Beach 
dispute gets 

heated at meeting

PROPERTY | RIGHTS OF WAY

By VALERIE WELLS
The Daily News

 » FRIENDSWOOD

A soccer field in Friendswood will 
bear the name of former Mayor David 
Smith, but some residents called the 
move ironic.

Several Friendswood residents spoke 
at the Monday meeting to protest the 
dedication because Smith was mayor 
when a land deal to build sports fields 
wound up in court.

City officials said they got bad advice 
at the time of the sports field contro-
versy. Also, they said it wasn’t unusual 

to name things in the city after former 
mayors.

For example, the city named a road 
after former Mayor Ralph Lowe in 
2001. That was controversial because 
Lowe owned property on Dixie Farm 

Friendswood names field after mayor, dirt flies
LAND | CONTROVERSY

By SAMANTHA KETTERER

The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

B
etsy Bremer’s commute to work 
has become one big detour.

Although Bremer usually 
travels north on 51st Street to Pelican 

Island for her job, she has instead been 
traveling in nearly opposite directions 
— west to 37th or south to Broadway. 
Only then can Bremer find her way back 
to the north side of 51st Street, where it 
meets the Pelican Island Bridge.

Her main route to work has been 
blocked as of late for a major road re-

construction project, which has left 
much of the street carved out and totally 
unnavigable.

“They keep changing the detours, so 
every day it’s an adventure,” Bremer said.

Bremer isn’t alone in her frustration, 

Welcome to Detourville 

Residents complain of Galveston road projects

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
A construction workers jackhammers concrete on 27th Street at Avenue N in Galveston on Tuesday as crews work on 
sidewalks, curbs, crosswalks and landscaping along the street.
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