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African American Musicians 
and Athletes Born on The Island
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This month, Galveston Historical Foundation, in conjunction 
with The Daily News, highlights a few of the people, places, 
and stories of Galveston’s Black history. 

Scan the code or visit www.galvestonhistory.org for more on 
this and other stories.
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WINTER STORM | POWER BILL

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

Texas power consumers on 
variable-rate plans, many of 
whom might not even know 
they’d been switched from fixed-
rate contracts, got caught last 
week in a supply-demand vise 
that might be costing them big 
long after most damage from last 
week’s big freeze is repaired.

During the coldest days last 
week, the wholesale price of 

electricity skyrocketed to almost 
$9,000 a megawatt hour from less 
than $50 before the storm.

Most consumers are on fixed-
rate plans, under which the price 
per kilowatt hour is locked in and 
they’re billed based only on how 
much they use.

But about 25 percent of con-
sumers are on variable-rate plans, 
said Rebecca Bridges, chief mar-
keting officer for ElectricityPlans.
com, a company that compares 

WINTER STORM | AFTERMATH

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

A 
city councilwoman is 
frustrated over what 
she calls a lack of atten-

tion for the West End last week 
during the Texas freeze.

Power to many West End 
properties was restored later than 
on other parts of the island, and 
owners, like others across the is-
land and Texas, likely will be deal-
ing for weeks with cold-weather 
damage such as pipe breaks.

District 6 Councilwoman Ma-
rie Robb on Monday said there 
had been a lack of communica-
tion from Mayor Craig Brown.

“We should have been having 

Residents stuck  
with high electric  
bills decry system

Councilwoman claims  
West End neglected during storm

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
District 6 Councilwoman Marie Robb helps distribute water at the Milton Pines Park Pavilion in 
Sea Isle on the West End of Galveston on Monday. She is frustrated over response for West End 
residents during the freeze.

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
David Smith, director of fleet, mass transit and special events 
for Galveston, carries a case of water to Lisa Martinez’s vehicle 
at a water distribution site in Sea Isle on Monday.

Local school districts assist families  
still struggling to overcome effects of the winter storm.

COMING SOON

WINTER STORM | ASSISTANCE RELIEF

By MYER LEE

The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

With President Joe Biden’s 
declaration that last week’s win-
ter storm was a major disaster, 
Galveston County homeowners 

and renters can apply for indi-

vidual assistance from the Fed-

eral Emergency Management 

Agency to help cover damage 

and other expenses.

Residents can apply online at 

www.disasterassistance.gov or 

call toll-free at 800-621-3362 

(TTY: 800-462-7585).
A phone call is best for resi-

dents who don’t speak English 
or who otherwise need assis-
tance with their applications, 
said Joe Compian, a La Marque 

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | CASES

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

The number of patients hos-
pitalized for COVID-19 in the 
region fell far enough for long 
enough last week that businesses 
can welcome more people inside 
and bars that at least theoretically 
had been closed can legally re-
open for the first time since the 
end of December.

Fewer than 15 percent of pa-
tients in Trauma Service Area R 
were being treated for COVID-19 
from Feb. 14 to Feb. 20, accord-

ing to the Texas Department of 
State Health Services.

The streak means restaurants 
and retail stores in Galveston 
County and eight other counties 
in the region can return to 75 
percent capacity. Bars can reopen 
to 50 percent capacity.

Although the change might 
have little practical effect for 
businesses, some operators hope 
it inspires people to go out more, 
they said.

Capacities had been lower, and 
bars completely closed, under 

With hospitalizations 
down, COVID  

restrictions ease

FEMA aid, other help  
available in storm’s aftermath
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