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EDUCATION | GRANTS

By MARISSA BARNETT
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

The Galveston Park Board of 
Trustees has weighed in with 
recommendations for a city ordi-
nance about how hotel tax mon-
ey will be spent on marketing 
for arts and historic preservation 

projects as the city considers re-
visions to how that money is al-
located.

For more than a year, the city 
has been exploring changes to 
the way hotel tax money is dis-

tributed by the Arts and Histor-
ic Preservation Advisory Board. 
The board selects groups for 
grants using money derived from 
taxes tourists pay to stay in local 
hotels.

The money comes from a por-
tion of the hotel occupancy tax 
and is earmarked for marketing 
to increase tourism to the island. 

Some of the groups that receive 
funding include The Grand 1894 
Opera House and the Galveston 
Historical Foundation.

The city’s expected to vote on 
those changes next month, Coun-
cilman Craig Brown said Tuesday 
during a park board meeting.

Park board weighs in on arts, historic preservation funding
“Instead of arm wrestling over a 

little pie, let’s make the pie bigger.” 

Galveston Park Board of Trustees  

Executive Director Kelly de Schaun

PLANNING | MONEY ALLOCATION

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

The majority of $8.6 million in 
grants the Moody Foundation is 
giving to four Galveston educa-
tion groups is tabbed for sum-
mer and after-school care and 

professional development for ed-
ucators, foundation officials said 
Wednesday.

“We wanted to support pro-
grams that provide continuous 
academic success for every stu-
dent,” Angela Blair, the founda-

tion’s director of education, said.
Foundation officials an-

nounced late last week the Gal-
veston Independent School Dis-
trict, the Moody Early Childhood 
Center, Odyssey Academy and 
SMART Family Literacy would 

receive the first grants meant to 
improve academic achievement 
on the island.

“The focus and the need is 
concentrating on programs, 
with the idea of raising student 
achievement,” Blair said. “We 

aren’t focused on facilities at the 

moment.”

Much of the $8.6 million in 

grants is going to the Galveston 

school district, where it will be 

Moody’s $8 million to fund tutoring, development

A World War II veteran, part of a 
disappearing population, shares his 
experiences from the war and offers 

his thoughts about the future.

COMING SOON

By VALERIE WELLS

The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

L
eague City residents whose water 
has been shut off for nonpayment 
will have to put up a nonrefund-

able $200 deposit to get it turned back 

on, if they let the problem linger too 
long, officials said.

A new utility billing ordinance stipu-
lates that anyone who lost water service 
because of an outstanding balance that 
led to collections efforts will have to pay 
the $200, utility billing manager Nancy 

Water Warning

In League City, 

it’s settle up soon 

or pay more 

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
League City resident Rudy Salcedo opens an exterior faucet at his house Wednesday. The city is changing its billing policy 
for utilities like water, sewage and garbage.

By MARISSA BARNETT
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Galveston plans to spend about $2.3 mil-
lion on Harborside Drive to improve the 
traffic flow along the highway and make it 
easier and safer for pedestrians to cross the 
street, officials said.

The Galveston Industrial Development 
Corp., a nonprofit funded through a portion 
of sales taxes, is paying for the construction, 
but contracted with the city to design and 
oversee the work.

Once the state transportation agency’s 
review is completed, the city will begin the 
bidding process for construction projects, 
city spokeswoman Jaree Fortin said.

The city expects the projects to be com-
pleted by late 2019, she said.

Harborside Drive is a heavily trafficked 
route, particularly on days cruise ships ar-
rive and depart, and also runs through the 
University of Texas Medical Branch hospital 
campus.

“With almost 1 million people cruising 

Isle’s Harborside 
Drive to get 
$2.3 million 
makeover
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