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REGULATIONS | RED SNAPPER FISHERY

Some business operators 
want the federal 

government to raise  
the cap on visas for  

foreign seasonal workers.

COMING FRIDAY

LEGISLATURE 
FOG DELAYS

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

A Texas legislative commit-
tee will soon enter the fray in 
a growing local fight over fog 

delays and rules 
governing the 
board charged 
with overseeing 
pilots who guide 
ships into ports.

An agenda item 
for the March 26 
meeting of the 
Texas House Se-
lect Committee 
on Ports calls for 
discussion about 
the structure and 
duties of two area 
pilot boards and 
how to ensure a 
balance of repre-
sentation on the 
boards.

The committee 
was formed during the most re-
cent legislative session to focus 
on infrastructure and technol-
ogy issues facing Texas’ ports. 
Texas Rep. Joe Deshotel, a Dem-
ocrat from Port Arthur, is the 
chairman of the committee.

For months, the chairman of 
the Galveston Wharves Board of 
Trustees, which governs the Port 
of Galveston, has led calls for 
more representation and con-
trol of the five-member Board 
of Pilot Commissioners for Gal-
veston County, which oversees 
the Galveston-Texas City Pilots 
Association.

“Ultimately, we just want to 
be like every other port in the 
state,” Chairman Ted O’Rourke 
said. “I won’t stop until we reach 
that point.”

Representatives from the 
board of pilot commissioners 
Wednesday declined to com-
ment, having just learned about 

House 
committee 
to take up 
pilot board 

debate

If You Go
What: A 

meeting of 
the Texas 
House Select 
Committee 
on Ports

When: 
10 a.m. 
March 26

Where: 
The Pavilion 
at Texas 
A&M 
University at 
Galveston, 
200 Seawolf 
Parkway

By MARISSA BARNETT
The Daily News

Texas’ wildlife agency has sent a 
plan to Washington outlining how 
the state would like to regulate 
some fishing in federal waters.

If approved, the plan would 
lengthen the recreational red 
snapper fishing season in Texas, 
and serve as a test for how well 
states can manage the protected 
red snapper fishery.

Texas Parks and Wildlife De-

partment proposed its plan for 
regulating recreational fishing in 
federal waters in a permit appli-
cation it submitted in February 
to the National Marine Fisheries 
Service as part of a two-year pilot 
program to allow states to regu-
late recreational fishing. Federal 
waters begin 9 miles offshore and 
extend out 200 miles.

After the parks department 
takes public comments and holds 
a series of meetings, the federal 

fisheries service will likely decide 
whether to allow the proposed 
plan in mid- to late-April, said 
Lance Robinson, Coastal Fisheries 
regional director at Texas Parks 
and Wildlife.

In recent years, the federal red 
snapper fishing seasons have been 
short, sometimes lasting just a few 
days, which caused outrage and 
frustration among some recre-
ational anglers.

The state regulates recreation-

al fishing in state waters up to 9 
miles offshore, where the season 
is year-round, Robinson said. But 
the highly sought red snapper typ-
ically live in deeper waters farther 
offshore.

“The short time frame, coupled 
with bad weather events, limits 
our fishermen’s ability to get out 
and catch red snapper,” Robinson 
said.

PREPARATION | ACTIVE SHOOTER TRAINING

By KELSEY WALLING
The Daily News

A
gencies from Galves-
ton and Harris counties 
came together at Texas 

City High School to participate 
in an active shooter training 
Wednesday.

After a shooting at the Mar-
jory Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland, Fla., last 
month that left 17 people dead, 
Texas City police decided to test 
preparations for potential school 
shootings.

“We decided to bring agencies 
out to the high school so every-
one can get to know the school 

COURT | SENTENCING

By MATT DEGROOD

The Daily News

A Texas City woman was sen-
tenced Wednesday to 75 years in 
prison for the shooting death of 
her former boyfriend.

Judge Michelle Slaughter 
sentenced Roshonda Latrice 
Howard, 45, at the conclusion 
of a three-day murder trial,  
bringing to an end a 5-year-old 
case that was rife with delays 
as experts debated Howard’s  

mental compe-
tency.

Howard shot 
3 7 - y e a r - o l d 
Jacob Felts to 
death in a Wal-
Mart parking lot 
in 2013

On Wednes-
day, Felts’ rela-
tives described 
him as a kind, 

caring person and the five years 
they had to wait for a resolution 

in the case as unbearable.
Felts, a La Marque resident, 

was an electronics department 
employee at the Victory Lakes 
Wal-Mart in League City and 
was leaving work when he was 
shot, police said. He was taken 
by helicopter to Memorial Her-
mann Hospital where he died 
from a gunshot wound to his 
chest, according to the Harris 
County Medical Examiner’s Of-
fice.

“He was a great loss to a lot of 

people,” said Nancy Felts, Jacob 
Felts’ wife of three months when 
he was shot and killed. “I blame 
myself sometimes for him being 
gone. A kind man was taken 
away from so many people.”

Nancy Felts testified that in the 
months leading up to her hus-
band’s death, the two kept seeing 
a black truck that looked like the 
one Howard drove. At one point 
she asked whether they should 

State proposes plan for regulating red snapper season

Woman gets 75 years for killing former boyfriend
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Crisis training
Agencies 

prepare for 

active shooters 

in Texas City

KELSEY WALLING/The Daily News
Members of Texas City SWAT participate in active shooter training at Texas City High School on 
Wednesday. SWAT practiced how to enter classrooms when there’s an active threat.
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