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By BILL BARROW
Associated Press

 » HOUSTON 

Despite the miles traveled, the tens of mil-
lions of dollars raised and the ceaseless churn 
of policy papers, the Democratic primary has 
been remarkably static for months with Joe 
Biden leading in polls and Elizabeth Warren 
and Bernie Sanders vying to be the progres-
sive alternative. That stability is under threat on 
Thursday.

All of the top presidential candidates will 

share a debate stage, a setting that could make 
it harder to avoid skirmishes among the ear-
ly front-runners. The other seven candidates, 
meanwhile, are under growing pressure to 
prove they’re still in the race to take on Presi-
dent Donald Trump next November.

The debate in Houston comes at a pivotal 

point as many voters move past their summer 
vacations and start to pay closer attention to 
the campaign. With the audience getting big-
ger, the ranks of candidates shrinking and first 
votes approaching in five months, the stakes 
are rising.

“For a complete junkie or someone in the 
business, you already have an impression of ev-
eryone,” said Howard Dean, who ran for pres-
ident in 2004 and later chaired the Democratic 
National Committee. “But now you are going 

Top Democratic contenders finally on same stage
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By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON

The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

A federal judge Wednesday ordered 

Galveston County to provide court-ap-

pointed attorneys to arrestees during their 

earliest appearances in the judicial system.

The injunction order from U.S. District 

Court Judge George Hanks mostly follows 

recommendations a federal magistrate 

judge laid out last month.

The judge stopped short of ruling the 
county’s judicial system unconstitutional, 
as a civil rights group had asked, but his 
order jolted county leaders. 

But because Hanks didn’t specify how 
much time the county had to comply 
with his order, officials were scrambling 
Wednesday evening to have defense at-
torneys at bail hearings, and state lawyers 

were asking Hanks for 30 days to create a 
permanent system.

Meanwhile, civil rights attorneys cele-
brated what they said was a groundbreak-
ing decision.

In a three-page order, Hanks directed 
the county to provide defense attorneys 

CAMPAIGN
DAY OF OBSERVANCE

By KATHRYN EASTBURN
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Opal Lee, a 92-year-old cham-
pion of making Juneteenth an 
official National Day of Obser-

vance, is com-
ing Saturday to 
Galveston to 
walk 2.5 miles 
and promote her 
project.

Before arriv-
ing in Galveston, 
Lee will attend 
the presidential 

debate in Houston on Thurs-
day at the invitation of candi-
date Bernie Sanders. There, she 
hopes to reach out to other can-
didates and tell them about her 
Juneteenth initiative, she said.

Juneteenth, celebrated on 
June 19, originated in Galves-
ton when Union Gen. Gordon 
Granger, two and a half years 
after the Emancipation Proc-
lamation, came to town and 
announced basic freedoms to 
former slaves and freed African 
Americans, causing great, eman-
cipation-based celebrations that 
spread eventually to all parts of 
the country.

“I just sing it from the 

92-year-old 
activist pushes 

for national 
Juneteenth 

holiday
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County races to heed federal judge on poor arrestees
Civil-rights group calls order groundbreaking

COMING DOWN | FORMER RESTAURANT

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

A 
building long occupied by a be-
loved restaurant that drew celebri-
ties and locals during its nearly 40-

year life is scheduled to be torn down next 
month by order of the city.

Clary’s Seafood Restaurant became an 
island staple known for good food and the 
hospitality of owner Clary Milburn, who 
opened his restaurant in 1977 and served 
Louisiana-style dishes until his death in 
2016, when the restaurant closed.

Health and safety concerns have led to the 
city to order demolition of the old Clary’s 
Seafood Restaurant Building, 8509 Teich-
man Road, putting to rest any hopes his 
family would reopen what once was one of 
the island’s most popular restaurants where 
celebrities and locals flocked.

The restaurant was a dream of Mil-
burn’s, who waited tables at Gaido’s Seafood 
Restaurant’s exclusive Pelican Club and was 
part-time cook at the former Jack Tar Hotel, 

said his youngest daughter, Charlotte Mays.
“He was a self-made everything,” Mays 

said. “He knew how to make it be great.”
But the building is riddled with founda-

tion rot, and the roof and support beams are 
deteriorating, according to an Aug. 12 order 
from the city of Galveston to tear down the 
old building.

“It is dilapidated and in danger of col-
lapse,” city spokeswoman Marissa Barnett 
said. “The property is infested with rodents, 
and there is loose lumber, siding, debris and 
broken windows.”

Walking through the restaurant Tuesday 
afternoon, Mays pointed to various parts of 
the floor people should avoid walking on 
because it’s too soft.

The family tried to fix up the building, but 
it just cost too much, Mays said. Besides, her 
father wouldn’t want people to be served in 
a place that was unsafe for customers, Mays 
said.

Dexter Milburn, Clary Milburn’s son, 
worked as the head chef for the restaurant 
for years.

He started working with his father when 

he was in middle school, Milburn said.

“He taught me a lot,” Milburn said.

Now, inspired by his father, he wants to 

Demolition ordered for Clary’s 
Seafood Restaurant building

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Dexter Milburn sits outside of Clary’s 
Seafood Restaurant on Teichman Road 
in Galveston on Tuesday. He worked 
alongside his father, Clary, in the kitchen 
of their well known island restaurant.

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
The building that once housed Clary’s Seafood Restaurant is slated to be torn down by the city next month.

“My dad started small. He started with 15 tables. Next thing you know, we had 119 tables.”

Dexter Milburn
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