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By MARCIA DUNN

Associated Press

 » CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 

A NASA astronaut will spend nearly a 
year at the International Space Station, set-
ting a record for women.

Station astronaut Christina Koch, who 
lives in Galveston, will remain on board 
for about 11 months, until February — 

approaching but not quite breaking Scott 
Kelly’s 340-day U.S. record.

“One month down. Ten to go,” she 
tweeted Wednesday. She said it feels awe-
some having so much extra time in space 
and “a true honor and a dream come true.”

Koch knew before launching last month 
that her flight might stretch into 2020 and 

US astronaut to set female record
Galveston resident will spend 

nearly a year aboard the 

International Space Station 

NASA/via AP
NASA astronaut and Expedition 59 Flight 
Engineer Christina Koch works on U.S. 
spacesuits inside the Quest airlock of the 
International Space Station on April 8. Koch 
will remain on board until February 2020, 
approaching but not quite breaking Scott 
Kelly’s 340-day U.S. record.

SPACE | STAY EXTENDED

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON

The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Carnival Corp. cruise ships re-
peatedly dumped waste into the 
ocean and lied to federal regulators 
about its actions despite being on 
probation for breaking environ-

mental laws, according to a report 
published Tuesday by the Miami 
Herald.

The details of the dumping came 
from a monitoring report released 
by a federal judge overseeing Carni-
val’s probation for a 2016 pollution 

Carnival polluting, despite 
court order, report claims

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News file
Carnival Freedom, front, is docked in 2016 at the Port of 
Galveston. A recent report asserts the Freedom discharged 
123,368 gallons of “treated black water/sewage” and 1,637 
gallons of food waste in Bahaman waters in June 2017.

ENVIRONMENT | CRUISE LINE

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

Starting this month, voters 
will consider whether to approve 
the first bond propositions in 27 
years, including proposals that 
would fund $145 million in traf-
fic and drainage projects. But 
in the days leading up to early 
voting, city officials are busy ex-
plaining the third proposition to 
potential voters.

“The language on the third 
proposition makes it sound 
like it will be a 1.25 percent in-
crease,” said Sarah Greer Os-
borne, spokeswoman for League 

Officials 
worried 

about murky 
bond ballot 
language

Children had an early start 
to the Easter holiday with a 

massive egg hunt » A3

INSIDE

As Mueller Report release 
looms, U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz 

visits Galveston.

COMING FRIDAY
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By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

As officials prepare to rebuild Galveston 
Island State Park, some nearby residents 
are worried plans to allow horses on the 
West End property could harm dunes.

The Texas Parks & Wildlife Department 
plans to close the Galveston Island State 
Park on July 15 for a massive three-year re-
building project, Park Manager Hans Ha-
glund said.

The 94-acre park, 14901 FM 3005, is 
being renovated with a $10 million state 
grant from the settlement money of 2010 

Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the Gulf of 
Mexico.

With both beach and bay sides, Galves-
ton Island State Park offers such activities 
as swimming, fishing, bird watching, hik-
ing and paddling, among others.

When it reopens, the park might have 
equestrian areas, though that isn’t definite, 
Haglund said.

“We’re still working through funding and 
everything like that,” Haglund said. “We 
don’t have anything firm right now.”

State officials have discussed renovations 
for about 10 years, but West End island res-
ident Jerry Mohn only recently realized the 
plan included the potential for equestrian 

areas, he said. Mohn is the president of the 
West Galveston Island Property Owners 
Association.

“They do cause a lot of problems,” Mohn 
said of horses on the beach. “Besides mak-
ing a mess, they cause a lot of problems to 

Some residents want to rein 
in horse plan for state park

JENNIFER 

REYNOLDS/
The Daily News

Ricco Alaniz, 
a land sur-
veyor with 
Texas Parks 
and Wildlife 
Department, 
ties biode-
gradable rib-
bon around 
plants as 
he marks 
boundaries 
for wetland 
restoration 
at the Gal-
veston Island 
State Park on 
Wednesday. 
The beach 
side of the 
park will 
undergo 
a major 
renovation 
project later 
this summer.

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Wildflowers bloom along the edge of a 
dune at Galveston Island State Park on 
Wednesday.

PLANNING | RENOVATION

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » TEXAS CITY

A Galveston man has been 
sentenced to life without parole 
for his role in the home-invasion 
slayings of a Texas City resident 
and his teenage daughter in 
2011.

A jury late Tuesday found 
Broderick Dewayne Batiste, 40, 
also known as Big-O, guilty of 

Man gets life 
sentence for 

home-invasion 
slayings

COURTS | PUNISHMENT

See SLAYINGS » A7

See BOND » A7

See STATE PARK » A7

See CARNIVAL » A7

Inside
n Space station shipment launched from 
Virginia seashore » A10

See ASTRONAUT » A5


