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B
ecause of a COVID-19-
related nationwide 
shipping backlog, we were 
unable to insert Coast 

Monthly into the Weekend edition 
as expected.

The shipper late Friday afternoon 
was unable to say with any 
confidence when the magazine 
would arrive.

We’ll pass on more information as 
soon as we have it.

In the meantime, all the latest 
Coast Monthly content is available 
in e-edition form at 
CoastMonthly.com.

The Coast Monthly staff 
apologizes, and having worked hard 

to get a great magazine to you on 
time, shares your disappointment.

— Laura Elder, editor
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CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | NATIONAL REACTION

By PAUL J. WEBER  

and MICHELLE R. SMITH

Associated Press

 » AUSTIN

Texas and Florida reversed 
course and clamped down on 
bars again Friday in the nation’s 

largest retreat yet as the daily 

number of confirmed corona-

virus infections in the United  

States surged to an all-time high 

of 40,000.

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott 

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | BUSINESS

By KERI HEATH  
and MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON COUNTY

Now they’re open. Now they’re 
closed.

Across Galveston County, bar 
owners and workers who awoke 
Friday expecting they’d go to 
work instead faced another shut-
down.

Gov. Greg Abbott announced 
the closure of bars and a reduc-
tion of restaurant capacity to 50 
percent from 75 percent Friday 
because of an increase of corona-
virus cases in Texas.

The blow comes only a month 
after bars reopened and as coro-
navirus cases continue to rise 
across Texas and in Galveston 

Open a month, bars must  
close, restaurants reduce

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
A sign posted in the window of Bliss Lounge, 2413 Strand in Galveston, lets patrons know that 
all bars in the state are closed Friday. Gov. Greg Abbott on Friday morning issued an executive 
order closing all bars and cutting restaurant capacity to 50 percent to reduce the spread of the 
coronavirus.

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Hugh Marney, manager at Murphy’s Irish Pub, 213 22nd St. 
and two others in downtown Galveston, spent Friday cleaning 
and preparing to close the bar for the second time this year. 
The closure wasn’t surprising to Marney because of the rising 
numbers of infections across the state, he said.

Some states revert 
to restrictions as  
virus cases surge

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | MASKS

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON COUNTY

Two Galveston County cities 
this week enacted rules requiring 
businesses to mandate masks for 
their customers and employees, a 
move that’s stoked debate about 
whether masks work.

But despite early confusion, 
health experts agree people 
should wear masks in places 
where they can’t keep at least 6 
feet apart to protect others from 
potential infection by the coro-
navirus.

Galveston and Dickinson 
implemented rules this week 
mandating businesses to require 

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | REOPENING

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Not so long ago, Dr. Philip 
Keiser, Galveston County’s lo-
cal health authority, would have 
been shocked to see 100 cases of 
the coronavirus announced in a 
day, he said.

But now, we might soon enter 
a time when the county sees 400 
cases a day, Keiser said.

The reason for the quick rise 
in coronavirus cases in Galves-
ton County is a lack of personal 
responsibility and a state re-
opening that didn’t go quite ac-
cording to plan, Keiser said.

“I think that perhaps we could 
have slowed down the opening 
a little more,” he said. “I think 
depending on where you were, 
there were mixed messages.”

Some others, however, argue 
statistics don’t support the ar-

gument that tighter lockdowns 
produced better results, but they 
clearly did produce higher un-
employment. 

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott an-
nounced Friday that all bars 
were to close by noon Friday 
and all restaurants must reduce 
capacity to 50 percent by Mon-
day, undoing a gradual reopen-
ing of the state’s economy that 

Experts implore  
people to wear masks  
to reduce virus spread

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily 
News

Island resident Brett Von Blon 
wears a mask when required 
or when he’s around many 
people, but he’s still undecided 
about whether masks work.

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | MUNICIPAL GUIDELINES

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON

The Daily News

 » DICKINSON

Friday morning was the last 
straw for Dickinson Mayor Julie 
Masters.

Hours after Texas Gov. Greg 

Abbott announced a new se-
ries of shutdowns because of 
the coronavirus, Masters issued 
an emergency order, requiring 
Dickinson business operators to 
require their staff and customers 

As COVID urgency grows, cities 
slow to issue mask mandates

Lax compliance derailed reopening, official says 

“We are very glad and very grateful that we  
did have the month open that we did have.  
It definitely helped our budget. It makes it  

possible to potentially weather another shutdown.”

Hugh Marney 

Manager of Murphy’s Pub, Molly’s Pub & Old Cellar Bar and O’Malley’s Stage Door
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