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Mostly 

sunny, 20% 

chance rain 

» A12

Today’s weather IndexVol. 172, No. 67 Reel Report
Capt. Joe Kent has 
the latest news 
on the Galveston 
County ishing 
scene » A12

By MEGHAN MISTRY
Correspondent

 » LA MARQUE

School might be out 

for the summer, but the 

La Marque school dis-

trict is trying to make 

reading a year round ac-

tivity.

he brainchild of Su-

perintendent Terri Wat-

kins, the La Marque 

Literacy Bus Program 

delivers books to apart-

ment complexes with-

Literacy Bus brings summer reading to kids
Students get free books, activity pages, notebook, folder

At a glance
WHAT: La Marque 
Literacy Bus
WHEN: 8 a.m. Wednes-

days
WHERE: Administration 
Building, 1727 Bayou 
Road in La Marque
CALL: 409-938-4251

By CHRISTOPHER  
SMITH GONZALEZ
The Daily News

 » LA MARQUE

he candidates in a 
runof election for La 
Marque City Council 
District B seat said they 
are hoping to keep their 
campaigns focused on 
the city’s needs and to 
steer away from recent 
allegations of racism in 
city government.

District B incumbent 
James Osteen is facing 
Chris Lane in the runof 
on June 21.

In May, Osteen took 
42 percent of the vote to 
Lane’s 38 percent. Dean-
nea Bethea, also run-
ning for the seat, took 20 

percent.

Osteen said he hopes 

voters will look at his 

record on the council 

and his work on the city 

budget.

Lane said he is focus-

LM District B 
candidates focus 
on city’s needs
Osteen wants voters to look at his 
council record; Lane looks to better 
public safety, city infrastructure

At a glance
WHAT: La Marque 
City Council District B 
runof election
WHEN: Early voting 
hours, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Monday-Tuesday; elec-
tion day is Saturday
WHERE: La Marque 
City Hall, Community 
Room, 1109-B Bayou 
Road, in La Marque

By DANIEL DURBIN
Correspondent

 » GALVESTON

Vacant lots on the is-
land might get a drastic 
makeover in the near 

future with the plant-
ing of urban farms 
throughout the city to 
be used to teach agricul-
tural techniques, feed 
the hungry and provide 
local produce to nearby 

restaurants.
Seeding Galveston, a 

newly formed nonproit 
organization, aims to 
erect multiple urban 
farms throughout the 
city within the next year. 

“We have a long way 
to go,” said Debbie 
Berger, co-founder and 
marketing manager for 
Seeding Galveston and 
co-manager of Debo-
rah’s Garden.

“We have a full list of 
things,” Berger said “We 

do partners with Our 
Daily Bread. We’ve done 
stuf with various private 
schools, but not spe-
ciically through Seed-
ing Galveston, mostly 
through Deborah’s Gar-
den.”

Seeding Galveston is 

near to acquiring its irst 
farming lot, an acre of 
land at Avenue N and 
33rd Street, through a 
“minimal cost” lease 
from new District 2 
Councilman Craig 

Seeding Galveston to create urban farms; volunteers to sell produce at low cost
Group to give food to families who can’t afford full-priced sustenance

G
alveston County 
has received about 
7 inches of rain in 

the past month, and while it 
might seem like a lot, it’s not 
enough to bring the county 
out of dry conditions.

“We’re still not out of it,” said 
Emily Seldomridge, a water 
policy and outreach specialist 
with the Galveston Bay Foun-
dation, who also is ailiated 
with the Texas Living Waters 
Project.

“Once we start to get rain, 
people forget that we’re on 

the verge of a drought and be-
gin to consume water again 
quickly.”

More than half of the state’s 

population lives in the Galves-

ton Bay Watershed, and water 

Saving water

League City ireighter Daniel Gibbs, 40, reads instructions on how to assemble a rain barrel purchased 
from the city aloud to his 11-year-old daughter Sterling and his 14-year-old son Chandler.

County searches for ways to conserve during 
the drought; League City sells rain barrels

Story and photos by ANA GOÑI-LESSAN | Correspondent

See urban farms | A3

See runof | A3

See Literacy Bus | A8

See conserve | A6

James Osteen Chris Lane

Payton 
Gibbs, 7, 
helps her 
father 
assem-
ble a rain 
barrel 
in the 
family’s 
backyard 
in Bay 
Colony.


