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By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON

The Daily News

After nearly two years without 
a permanent director of Galves-
ton County’s human resources 
department, officials might be on 
the verge of filling the position.

Galveston County commis-

sioners were set Monday to con-
sider approving the hiring of a 
new human resource director, 
according to a posted agenda.

They did not do that.
Instead, commissioners gave 

county staff members the go-
ahead to continue negotiating 
with Arnie Wetzel, who until 

recently was the director of hu-
man resources for Berks County, 
Penn.

Galveston County Judge Mark 
Henry said the county was close 
to hiring Wetzel to take over the 
position, which has been vacant 
since July 2016.

“We made an offer, he came 

back with a counter-offer,” Hen-
ry said. “We discussed that, and 
so we’re going to go back with a 
counter-counter-offer.”

The county’s previous chief 
human resources officer, Peri 
Bluemer, left in July 2016 for a 
position at the Galveston County 
Health District.

Although the county’s human 
resources department is still 
staffed, the absence of a director 
has meant the county has had to 
change some procedures to deal 
with certain workplace issues.

In 2017, for instance, the 

County poised to fill vacant HR director post
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A 14-year-old hero is 
honored for rescuing  

17 people during  
Hurricane Harvey.
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 » DICKINSON

With Dickinson still reeling from the 
effects of Hurricane Harvey, a group of 
mothers has banded together to pro-
vide relief to residents, providing sack 
lunches and more than 1,500 sheets of 
drywall.

Moms on a Mission was the vision 
of League City resident Sara Daniel, 
who saw an opportunity to help out 
the community and launched the non-

profit organization in September, just 
after the late-August storm inundated 
much of mainland Galveston County.

“We just saw that Dickinson was 
devastated and the majority of home-
owners there had no flood insurance,” 
she said. “We found that the people 
we were working with were elderly or 
weren’t able to have their own voice. 
So, we became a voice for them.”

Daniel, whose own property wasn’t 
damaged during Harvey, started 

Moms unite to assist in ongoing Hurricane Harvey relief
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 » GALVESTON

The driver of a golf cart in-
volved in a rollover accident 
Wednesday night on Galveston’s 
West End will be cited for his role 
in causing the crash, police said 
Thursday.

The crash happened about 
6:45 p.m. in the 23400 block of 
FM 3005. Police say an SUV 
carrying four people swerved to 
avoid the golf cart as the small-
er vehicle attempted to cross the 
highway.

The SUV rolled over and all 
four passengers were ejected. 
One of the passengers, a young 
woman, was flown to the Uni-
versity of Texas Medical Branch 
with serious injuries, police said. 
The golf cart driver and the other 
three passengers suffered nonlife 

Police: Cart 
driver was 
at fault in 
accident

POST-HARVEY | MOMS ON A MISSION

KELSEY WALLING/ 
The Daily News

Colleen Sparks, left, 
Leah Frakes and Sara 
Daniel stand in front 
of furniture belonging 
to victims of Hurricane 
Harvey stored in Daniel’s 
garage in League City on 
Wednesday. The women 
have formed a nonprofit 
organization to provide 
assistance after the 
flood.

By CONNOR BEHRENS
The Daily News

 » DICKINSON

C
ity officials estimate 
they’ll need $301 million 
in federal disaster aid 

to improve drainage, roads and 
housing after Hurricane Harvey’s 
devastating floods last August.

The priority list of projects 
could be funded through a feder-
al community development block 
grant program, city officials said. 
Dickinson officials are consid-
ering what to add to the list and 
are still working on a completion 
date for the list, officials said.

The city identified more than 
$281 million for roadway and 
drainage improvements in eight 
areas of Dickinson, including 
around the Gum Bayou water-
way and in the Bayou Chantilly 
neighborhood, officials said. The 
remaining $20 million would go 
toward housing rehabilitation, 
city officials said.

Projects on Dickinson’s priority 
list include improving Dickinson 
Bayou, city officials said. Dickin-
son Bayou is choked with silt and 
debris, making it difficult to nav-
igate and a hazard for residents, 
officials said.

Project bucket list
Dickinson compiles 

$301M post-Harvey 

project list

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News photos
Demolition worker Gaven Bennett carries a porch railing from a flood-damaged house being 
torn down on the corner of Avenue F and Deats Road in Dickinson on Thursday.

LEFT: Brandon 
Hantz, left, and 
Gaven Ben-
nett rip out 
drywall from 
a flood-dam-
aged house 
being torn 
down on the 
corner of 
Avenue F and 
Deats Road in 
Dickinson on 
Thursday. 

“The council is 
going to  

prioritize the list, 
and it’s more 

like a bucket list 
of projects we 

could pull from.”
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