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By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

A German oil and chemical 
storage group recently purchased 
220 acres in Texas City with 
plans to build a new deepwater 
terminal, company officials an-
nounced.

Oiltanking North America, 
which already operates in Texas 
City, recently purchased the land 
near its existing property at 2800 
Loop 197 S., Mayor Matt Doyle 
said.

“They’re already going to work 
on that,” Doyle said.

The subsidiary of Ham-
burg-based Marquard & Bahls 

By MARISSA BARNETT
The Daily News

 » DICKINSON

The state’s land office on Friday an-
nounced a new housing repair pro-
gram focused on longer-term recovery, 
providing assistance for permanent re-
pairs in badly damaged homes.

Texas General Land Office Commis-
sioner George P. Bush was in town for 
an event at the home of the first bene-
factor of the Direct Assistance for Lim-
ited Home Repair program: Sharlene 
Hearne of Dickinson, whose home on 

Dickinson Bayou was flooded by more 
than 4 feet of water during Hurricane 
Harvey.

The program, funded by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency and 
administered by the land office, grants 
residents who lack flood insurance 
and qualify for the assistance between 
$17,000 and $60,000 for home repairs.

An assemblage of local elected of-
ficials attended, including Dickinson 
Mayor Julie Masters, County Judge 
Mark Henry, state Sen. Larry Taylor 
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By MATT DEGROOD

The Daily News

Craig Eiland, a Galveston attorney 

and former state representative, watched 

news coverage of the Oct. 1 mass shoot-

ing that left at least 59 victims dead and 

527 injured on the Las Vegas Strip with 

a particularly personal interest.

Eiland’s family friend, Rachel Shep-
pard, was among victims of the mass 
shooting, one of the deadliest in mod-
ern U.S. history. The shooter, Stephen 
Paddock, hit Sheppard with three 
rounds, one in the torso, another in 
the upper chest and one in the abdo-
men.

“They called me right after the 

shooting, not as a lawyer, but as a fam-
ily friend, saying Rachel had been shot 
and was in critical condition and to 
keep her in our prayers,” Eiland said.

Sheppard survived the shooting but 
is still in critical condition.

Paddock, 64, rained bullets from the 
32nd floor of the Mandalay Bay Resort 
& Casino on concertgoers attending 

a country music festival below. Eiland 
went to the site this week.

“So many people were shot and so 
many were killed,” Eiland said. “See-
ing it on Tuesday was a sobering and 
somber experience when you realize 
this is where a client was shot.”

Island attorney takes Las Vegas shooting case

CRAIG 
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German  
petro-storage 
group plans 
Texas City 

project

Time to Fall back
Remember to set your
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A historic downtown island 
building gets a new owner and 
a mystery sale is solved. Read 

about those items and more in 
Laura Elder’s Biz Buzz.

COMING SUNDAY

GLO rolls out new housing program in Dickinson
JENNIFER REYNOLDS/

The Daily News
Texas General Land 
Office Commissioner 
George P. Bush hugs 
Sharlene Hearne on 
Friday, as her fiancé, 
Tim Shefcik, looks 
on. Bush visited 
the couple’s flood-
damaged home in 
Dickinson that is one 
of the first in the Direct 
Assistance for Limited 
Home Repair program.
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By SAMANTHA KETTERER
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

T
housands of motorcy-
cles lined both sides of 
The Strand on Friday as 

Galveston’s largest annual tour-
ism event kicked into high gear.

The Strand is usually known 
as Galveston’s main tourist 
shopping street but, on Friday, it 
was instead crammed with mo-
torcycles and leather as far as the 
eye could see.

Lone Star Rally, which orga-
nizers say is the largest four-day 
motorcycle rally in the country, 
began Thursday and will end 
Sunday.

“It’s kind of like a Mardi Gras 
on two wheels,” League City res-
ident and event attendee Leon 
Petty said. “Instead of all the 
floats, you’ve got motorcycles.”

Special events will occur all 
weekend, including car shows, 
bike shows and concerts. Ven-
dors and concessions also lined 
some of the north to south 
streets.

While those are a draw, Cy-
press resident Edwin Brawley 
said he enjoys spending time 
with his friends the most. Braw-
ley has attended the rally at least 
five times, he said.

“All of our friends are down 
here that ride bikes,” Brawley 
said. “It’s a relaxing weekend for 
us to be around this atmosphere. 
We love this.”

Allen Tovrea, who came from 
Friendswood for the rally, said 
he loves the beer and the bikes. 
The only minor annoyance has 
been the construction down-

town, he said.
“It didn’t stop us from coming 

though,” Tovrea said.
The rally is considered one 

of the island’s biggest economic 
drivers. More than 500,000 visi-
tors came to the island for Lone 
Star Rally last year, and event of-
ficials said they expect a similar 
number this year.

An economic impact study 
said that the event contributed 
$115.6 million to Galveston’s 
economy in 2016. About $113 
million of that came indirectly 
through retail, food and lodging 
spending.

The study said the event con-
tributed $691,300 in local taxes.

Tammie Cooper, a Montgom-

Bikers cram 
downtown for 
island’s largest 
tourism event

KELSEY WALLING/The Daily News
Joey Melton laughs after Cheryl Melton is covered with mustard 
during a motorcycle rodeo game at 21st Street and Seawall 
Boulevard in Galveston on Friday.

KELSEY WALLING/The Daily News
Bikes line Seawall Boulevard during the 2017 Lone Star Rally on Friday. Attendees bring their 
nicest bikes to show off during the rally.

Hot Wheels
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