
A Conservative We Can Trust. 
He Keeps His Word. 

 I fought for re-appraisals of flooded property from Harvey
 I pushed for improved roads and drainage
 I voted to lower tax rates 
  I am working to implement the Ike Dike to protect Pct. 2

When elected four years ago I supported 
term limitations. I will NOT run for County 
commissioner after my second term. 

Political Ad Pd. for by Joe Giusti for Commissioner 
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EDUCATION | BOND ELECTIONS

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

Despite passing a deficit budget 
to cover the 2017 fiscal year, the 
Galveston school district ended 
the year with a surplus of about 

$1.2 million, Superintendent Kelli 

Moulton said.

District officials now hope 

some of that money, which they 

said became available after leav-

ing some positions unfilled and 

being careful with purchases, 

can go toward a long-range plan 

for facilities that would attempt 

to determine what the student 

population would be and how 

the district should use that infor-

mation as it considers its use of 

buildings.

The board of trustees Wednes-

day will consider advertising 

for someone to complete com-

prehensive district facilities and 

demographic studies, Moulton 

said.

The combined studies should 

cost less than $300,000, Moulton 

POST-IKE | RECOVERYGOVERNMENT | LEAGUE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER RENOVATIONS

By VALERIE WELLS
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

A
t least one League City 
council member is 
balking at spending 

$750,000 to remodel the council 
chambers, while others called the 
space outdated and in need of 
renovation.

But money for the remodeling 
is available and sitting in a $1.6 
million account set aside for the 
sole purpose of improving the 
council chambers, city staff told 
council members during a work 
session Feb. 13.

The money is in the form of 
public, educational and govern-
mental funds derived from a 1 
percent fee Comcast customers 
in the city pay as part of their 
cable bills. The upgrades would 
improve the quality of the broad-
casting of council meetings on 
the city’s public access channel, 

GOVERNMENT | CITY HALL RENOVATIONS

By TOM BASSING
Correspondent

 » KEMAH

Kemah Mayor Carl Joiner last 
week signed a building contract 
of almost $1.6 million, clearing 
the way for the bayside town’s 
long-anticipated city hall reno-
vation and expansion project to 

get underway.
Houston-based Durotech, 

the project’s contractor at risk, 
days before had signed off on 
a so-called guaranteed-maxi-
mum-price contract of $15.665 
million. If costs exceed that 
sum, the company will be 

GISD finds way to pay for two new studies
Reports will examine issues for a later bond election: future student population, building usage

Giving council 

chambers new look 

raises old issues

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News file photo
League City officials are considering remodeling the council chambers, shown in this file photo 
from 2016.

Kemah prepares for  
$1.6 million city hall project 

CITY OF  

KEMAH/ 
Courtesy

An artist’s 
rendering of 
the Kemah 
City Hall ex-
pansion and 
renovations. 
The project 
will add 3,834 
square feet to 
the current, 
6,541-square-
foot city hall.

By MARISSA BARNETT
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

County officials expect by the 
end of the year to close out the 
final disaster housing contracts 
awarded after Hurricane Ike, 
which will be a little more than 
10 years after the storm.

This week, the county extend-
ed three contracts with devel-
opers building housing partly 
financed by disaster recovery 
money, County Judge Mark 
Henry said. The county extend-
ed contracts with Tegrity Homes, 
Sullivan Land Services and DSW 
Homes, until the end of Decem-
ber, according to county docu-
ments.

In all, Galveston County re-
ceived almost $220 million from 
the U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development’s 
Community Development Block 
Grant disaster recovery program, 
according to the county. The city 
of Galveston operates its own 
community development block 

‘Sound’ Debate
County  

extends final 
Ike recovery 

housing  
contracts

“This room is 100 percent functional. The people  
of League City are looking toward our council  

more and more about cutting spending rather than 
seeing new ways to spend their money.”

League City Councilman Keith Gross
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