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LEGISLATURE | ZONING REGULATIONS

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

A state senator from New 
Braunfels has asked Texas Attor-
ney General Ken Paxton for an 
opinion on how Texas cities can 
regulate stores selling guns and 
ammunition and cites Galveston 
as a worrisome example.

In her Feb 4. request to Pax-
ton, state Sen. Donna Campbell 
questioned the legality of Gal-
veston’s regulations and claimed 
they treat gun buyers “more 
harshly than the state treats reg-
istered sex offenders.”

She asked Paxton whether 
the city’s zoning regulations vi-
olate state and federal laws and 
whether council members who 

pass zoning regulations to limit 
gun stores could be sued.

Campbell’s request was in re-
sponse to zoning regulations 
proposed in San Antonio last 
summer, said Jon Oliver, her 
chief of staff, in an email to The 
Daily News. Campbell’s Senate 
district includes part of San An-
tonio.

One of the regulations would 

bar gun stores and gun shows 
from operating within 1,000 
feet of a school or church. An-
other would limit gun stores to 
high-density commercial areas.

Those regulations are still un-
der consideration.

“The city of San Antonio put 
together a work group to study 

RESEARCH 
BEHAVIORAL SCIENCE 

By KATHRYN EASTBURN
The Daily News

A study by behavioral research-
ers at the University of Texas 
Medical Branch, to be published 
in the journal Behavioral Science 

in April, con-
cludes that having 
a mental illness 
doesn’t make a 
person more like-
ly to commit gun 
violence.

A better indi-
cator of gun vi-
olence is ready 
access to firearms, 

according to the study.
Yu Lu, a postdoctoral research 

fellow, was lead author of the 
study, conducted with guidance 
by her mentor and co-author, Dr. 
Jeff Temple, a clinical psycholo-
gist and professor at the medical 
branch.

The study looked at the associ-
ation between gun violence and 
mental health in a group of 663 
young adults, all part of a study 
that has been going on for several 
years.

“We recruited 1,042 adoles-
cents from seven high schools in 
the Houston area and have been 
following up with them every 
year looking at risk behaviors,” 
Lu said. Lu specializes in risk be-
haviors in adolescents and young 
adults including violent behav-
ior, substance abuse and mental 
health issues.

When the longitudinal study 
subjects reached age 20 or 21, 
questions about firearms and be-
havior involving firearms were 
added to the questionnaire. Attri-
tion from the core group resulted 
in a final study group of 663.

“We examined a range of men-
tal health issues including PTSD, 
anxiety, depression and many 
others and we found that access 
to guns, not mental health, was 
the strongest indicator of threat-
ening behavior with a firearm,” 

SPORTS PLUS: County girls 
teams ready to begin playoff 

journeys » B1
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SEASONAL TOURISM | NOISE NUISANCE CONCERNS

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

While resident objection to 
the noise and other nuisances 
has the future of a summer fire-
works series in question, some 
seawall business operators say 
the displays bring customers in 
on Sunday nights.

The displays last five minutes 
on 14 Sunday nights from June 
to August. The Galveston Park 
Board of Trustees began the fire-
work displays in 2017 to encour-
age weekend visitors to stay an 
extra night.

But complaints about noise, 
including that it scares pets, 
smoke and paper debris from 
residents of the island’s south-

east neighborhoods have put 
into question a contract that 
would extend the Sunday fire-
works another year.

This decision wouldn’t affect 
the city’s popular July 4 display, 
which is a separate event.

The Sunday fireworks really 
do drive more business to sea-
wall bars and restaurants, Javier 
Velez, general manager of The 

Spot, said.
If people are already out, then 

fireworks will encourage them 
to stay out longer or come into 
The Spot, 3204 Seawall Blvd., 
Velez said.

“It just brings a fun event 
to the island,” Velez said. “I’d 
say that there’s a measurable 

Senator seeks review of isle rules for gun stores
Study  

dispels 
mental health 
link to gun  
violence
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Summer fireworks bring in visitors, businesses say

GOVERNMENT | FLOODING

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

C
hange comes slowly, 
especially when it in-
volves coordinating be-

tween federal and the dozens of 
entities in the path of the Clear 
Creek and Dickinson Bayou wa-
tersheds.

Going on two years after Hur-
ricane Harvey stalled over Gal-
veston County dropping more 

than 50 inches of rain in some 
parts and flooding more than 
20,000 homes, cities are starting 
to make changes.

League City voters May 4 will 
decide whether to approve $145 

million in traffic and drainage 
projects as part of a bond refer-
endum, the city’s first attempt to 
do so since 1992. Friendswood 
officials are considering calling 
for their own election to make 

drainage improvements.
But, through it all, local lead-

ers have been consistent on one 
thing — lasting drainage and 

Regional drainage solutions  
are 5-10 year process

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
League City councilman Hank Dugie speaks about drainage along Clear Creek on Friday.

“Ultimately, we’d want to make a material difference  
in the flood level. At least 3 feet is my goal.”

John Baumgartner, League City city manager
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