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CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | EDUCATION

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Public school districts across 
Galveston County have em-
ployed methods such as social 
distancing, face coverings and 
even in one case high-tech air 
filters to reduce the spread of 
COVID-19 this year. No matter 
the mix, they seem to have per-
formed about the same.

District officials argue vi-
rus-fighting techniques are 

working to keep COVID-19 cas-
es low and are preventing virus 
transmission within the school 
buildings. They argue schools 
are some of the safer places to 
be. The numbers indicate public 
schools are doing better than the 
general population in preventing 

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | REMOTE WORKING

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

H
ome might forever 
be where the heart is, 
but will it increasingly 

be where the job is for greater 
numbers of U.S. workers? Some 
experts argue remote working is 
here to stay and predict the rolls 

of virtual employees are likely 
to swell; but others, including 
some major local employers, 
aren’t sold yet.

The pandemic drove record 
numbers of the workforce home 
starting in late March and early 
April 2020, including many in 
Galveston County. In the en-
suing months, businesses used 
the pandemic to reevaluate how 

they operated and rethink their 
relationships with employees.

As more and more people 
receive the vaccine, some are 
finally dreaming of what life 
might look like once the pan-
demic no longer calls the shots.

Might more people work 
from home in the future? The 

Working from home  
here to stay but likely in  

hybrid model, experts say

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Shane Dickson works Wednesday in the office space he created at his house in League City. 
Dickson, an engineer who previously commuted to Houston for work, has been working at home 
since early last year.

GOVERNMENT | GUN RIGHTS

By ALEXANDRA JAFFE, AAMER MADHANI 
and MICHAEL BALSAMO
Associated Press

 » WASHINGTON

President Joe Biden will unveil a series 
of executive actions aimed at addressing 
gun violence on Thursday, according to a 
person familiar with the plans, delivering 
his first major action on gun control since 
taking office.

He’s also expected to nominate David 
Chipman, a former federal agent and ad-
viser at the gun control group Giffords, to 
be director of the Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, Firearms and Explosives.

Two people familiar with 
the matter told The Associ-
ated Press that Chipman’s 
nomination is expected 
to be announced Thurs-
day. The people could not 
discuss the matter public-
ly ahead of an official an-
nouncement and spoke to 
the AP on condition of an-

onymity. If confirmed, Chipman would be 
the agency’s first permanent director since 
2015.

Biden has faced increasing pressure to 

Biden to unveil actions on guns, including new ATF boss

DAVID  
CHIPMAN

EVAN VUCCI/
AP

President Joe 
Biden speaks 
during an 
event on 
the Amer-
ican Jobs 
Plan in the 
South Court 
Auditori-
um on the 
White House 
campus 
Wednesday 
in Washing-
ton.

School administrators 
say COVID mitigation 

methods working
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The popular 
ArtWalk is 

returning to 
Galveston later 

this month. 
Could this be 

a sign of more 
events to come?

COMING FRIDAY

POLITICS | VOTING PRECINCT LINES

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Galveston County will turn 
to a controversial political con-
sultant to help commissioners 
redraw voting precinct lines later 
this year.

In a 4-1 vote Monday, commis-
sioners agreed to hire Dale Old-
ham, a Washington-D.C.-based 
political consultant, to help re-
draw the county’s precinct map. 
Oldham helped the county with 
that process during 2011 and 
2020, and the new maps landed 
the county in a legal fight with 
the U.S. Department of Justice.

The Justice De-
partment argued 
the county’s new 
maps were set up 
to dilute minori-
ty voting powers 
and to favor Re-
publican candi-
dates.

Like other po-
litical subdivisions across the 
country, the county will redraw 
voting lines based on results of 
the U.S. Census later this year. 
It’s unclear how, exactly, com-
missioners court precinct lines 
might change.

County to hire  
GOP consultant  

for redistricting help
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