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MEDICINE | DISEASE EXPOSURE

Coast Monthly tips its hat to 
cowboy and cowgirl culture as 
we prepare for the Galveston 

County Fair & Rodeo.

COMING SUNDAY

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON

The Daily News

About 9,500 people treat-

ed at dental clinics in Texas 

City and Galveston over the 

past three years will be no-

tified about potential expo-

sure to hepatitis and HIV as 

a result of poor sanitation at 

the facilities, the Galveston 
County Health District an-
nounced Friday.

After what officials called a 
“very scary” breach of medi-
cal protocols, the district was 
preparing to activate a med-
ical hotline and offer thou-
sands of free screenings for 
people who might have been 

exposed to the diseases.
The concerns about possi-

ble infection was first raised 
38 days ago. In that time, 
the district has not identi-
fied anyone infected during 
treatment at the Coastal 
Health & Wellness Clinics 
in Texas City and Galves-
ton, said Dr. Philip Keiser, 

the Galveston County local 
health authority.

Still, after consulting with 
state and federal authorities, 
the district on Friday moved 
to inform the public about 
the risk of exposure and be-
gin soliciting former patients 

CONSTRUCTION | HOUSING COURT | DISMISSAL

More than 100 Friendswood 
homes so far have been 

judged to be substantially 
damaged by flooding from 

Hurricane Harvey.

COMING SUNDAY

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

A district court judge Friday 
dismissed a lawsuit against Trinity 
Episcopal School that asserted 
its leaders had failed to stop a 
child from being bullied and 
subjected to racist insults, siding 
with the school’s argument that it 
is protected from legal claims as a 
religious institution.

“While the court certainly feels 
for C.R., as someone who herself 
was bullied in a private school, the 
law is clear here that the abstention 
doctrine applies,” Judge Michelle 
Slaughter, of the 405th District 
Court, said.

C.R. refers to the initials of the 
child who was allegedly bullied at 
school.

Attorneys for the Galveston 
private school in August 2017 
had asked for the lawsuit to be 
dismissed, filing a plea to the 
jurisdiction and a motion to 
dismiss, arguing that the school is 
protected from legal claims under 
the First Amendment as a religious 
institution.

“When you see what happened 
in this case, and look at the 
circumstances to try to determine 
if they didn’t discipline or enforce 
their policy against racism and 
bullying, those details are all about 
the inner workings of the school, 
which is religious,” said Ronald 
Johnson, one of the attorneys 
representing the school.

The court has no jurisdiction 

Lawsuit 
claiming 

racist bullying 
at Trinity 
dismissed

EDUCATION | TRADE CLASSES

By CONNOR BEHRENS
The Daily News

 » TEXAS CITY

A year after opening, the $8 
million Texas City Independent 
School District Industrial Trade 
Center unveiled plans for a student 
sponsorship program.

The sponsorship program 
would give students more training 

after high school and give sponsors 
a way to support students through 
an interview process, officials said 
Thursday night. More details on 
the sponsorship program would be 
available in May.

With guests that included Mayor 
Bobby Hocking, Texas Education 
Commissioner Mike Morath and 

By VALERIE WELLS

The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

B
uilding more residen-
tial subdivisions in 
League City will lead to 

urban sprawl and could hurt 
the quality of life for residents, 
experts said.

City leaders said they wanted 
to avoid the problems of ur-
ban sprawl and are considering 
ways to slow down unwanted 

growth while attracting eco-
nomic development they do 
want.

The city’s future land use 
map, a planning document, 

TCISD Industrial Trade Center unveils sponsorship plans
STUART 

VILLANUEVA/ 
The Daily News

Texas City High 
School junior 
Edgar Saenz crafts a 
machine part in the 
machining lab at the 
district’s Industrial 
Trade Center in Tex-
as City on Thursday. See TRADE » A8

9,500 dental patients warned of HIV, hepatitis risk

PHILIP 
KEISER
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See LAWSUIT » A3

‘Decisions have to be made’

City officials, 

planners work to 

fight urban sprawl

KELSEY WALLING/The Daily News
A “sold” sign is displayed in front of a house under construction in the Hidden Lakes subdivision in League City on Thursday. League 
City is one of the fastest growing cities in the greater Houston area and the rapid spread of residential development there has city 
officials talking about ways to avoid urban sprawl.

See URBAN » A7


