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Galveston County is exploring legal 
options for recovering tax dollars 

spent battling opioid abuse.

COMING WEDNESDAY

COURTS | FEES

By MARISSA BARNETT

The Daily News
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Galveston County Commissioners 
Court on Monday declined County 
Judge Mark Henry’s request to de-
mand Judge Lonnie Cox pay more 
than $1.2 million in Henry’s attorney 

fees stemming from a lawsuit Cox filed 
against Henry.

In a 2-3 vote, the court rejected a 
resolution demanding Cox “reimburse 
the citizens of Galveston County for 
attorney fees.” County taxpayers have 
spent more than $1.2 million to pay 
Houston attorneys representing Henry 
against a lawsuit originating from the 

challenge of the court’s firing of a for-
mer justice administrator.

Commissioners Ken Clark and Hen-
ry voted for the resolution. Commis-
sioners Joe Giusti, Darrell Apffel and 
Stephen Holmes voted against the res-
olution.

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

Galveston County school dis-
trict officials told state lawmakers 
Monday they are worried about 
Hurricane Harvey’s lingering ef-
fects on district finances and ac-
countability ratings.

Meanwhile, the state’s top edu-
cation official told the Senate Ed-
ucation Committee during the 

same hearing in Houston that 
Harvey had been a $400 million 
setback for school districts in the 
disaster area.

Hurricane Harvey made land-
fall Aug. 25 in Rockport, about 
200 miles south of Galveston 
County. It dumped more than 
50 inches of rain in some parts of 
this county, swelling creeks and 
bayous and flooding an estimat-

ed 20,000 homes in the county 
and devastating parts of Hous-
ton.

Education officials described 
issues with everything from Fed-
eral Emergency Management 
Agency reimbursements to up-
coming state finance funding 
problems as they recover from 
the damage wrought by the 
storm.

The storm displaced as many 
as 40,000 county residents, many 
of who are still living in places 
other than their homes. School 
officials told lawmakers the 
storm was complicating the sta-
tistical reporting school districts 
are required to do and are judged 
upon.

“We believe 3,000 students’ 
homes were damaged by the 

flooding, but we aren’t sure,” 
Dickinson Superintendent Vic-
ki Mims said. “About 1,100 stu-
dents were made homeless by the 
storm.”

Mims joined representatives 
for Clear Creek and Galveston 
school districts, in addition to 
districts around the region, in 

Superintendents testify on Harvey’s lingering damage
POST-HARVEY | SCHOOLS

By VALERIE WELLS
The Daily News
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Lawyers for a League City man ac-
cused of murdering his former wife want 

a Galveston County judge 
to suppress two recorded 
statements their client gave 
to police.

Shaun Philip Hardy is 
charged with the murder of 
Anne-Christine Johnson, 
his former wife. League 
City Police arrested Hardy 
Dec. 30, 2016, after finding 
Johnson’s body in his ga-
rage. He was charged with 
murder and with tamper-
ing with her body.

Police questioned Hardy 
after his arrest and record-
ed two statements from 
him, one in his backyard 
and another at the League 
City Police Department, 
according to a motion to 
suppress filed in the Gal-
veston County 212th Dis-

trict Court.
Defense attorneys Dick DeGuerin and 

Lawyers:  
Police didn’t let 
accused killer 

make call
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By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

I
nvestigators are expanding 
efforts to identify a young 
boy found dead on a Gal-

veston beach last month, officials 
said Monday.

The FBI also is offering a 
$10,000 reward for informa-
tion about the death of “Little 
Jacob,” the name investiga-
tors have given the child who 
a passer-by found Oct. 20 on 
a seawall beach near Eighth 
Street on the island’s East End.

Police had received “hun-
dreds and hundreds of leads” 
over the past two weeks, but 
none had been fruitful, Gal-
veston Police spokesman Capt. 
Joshua Schirard said.

A news conference held 
Monday was meant to generate 
even more leads, he said.

“My hope is that is that we 
don’t have to call him ‘Little Ja-
cob’ for long,” Schirard said.

“Someone out there knows 
this child’s family and someone 
out there can help us identify 
this family and identify Little 
Jacob.”

Officials released few new 
material details during the 
morning news conference.

The boy’s death is still being 

‘Someone Out There 
Knows This Child’s Family’

Galveston police 

expanding ‘Little 

Jacob’ search 

nationwide

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News photos
Galveston police Capt. Joshua Schirard answers questions Monday, about efforts to identify 
the boy whose body was found on a Galveston beach Oct. 20 and his family members. 
The FBI is helping with the case and is offering a reward of up to $10,000 for information 
leading to the identification of the boy, who police are now calling “Little Jacob.”

Assistant Special Agent 
in Charge Ed Michael of 
the FBI’s Houston field 
office talks about the 
“seeking information” 
billboards that will run 
throughout Texas and 
several surrounding 
states Monday, as 
the bureau and the 
Galveston police try to 
identify the boy whose 
body was found on a 
Galveston beach Oct. 20.

POLICE | INVESTIGATION

See LAWYER » A4

See FEES » A4

See BOY » A3

See SCHOOLS » A3

Elections and referendums » A7

INSIDE


