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STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Benjamin Crump, civil rights attorney for Donald Neely, speaks as Donald Neely’s sister, Taranette Neely, right, and oth-
ers listen during a press conference at Jack Johnson Park in Galveston on Monday. Social media images emerged last 
week of two Galveston Police officers on horseback leading a handcuffed Donald Neely by a rope through a Galveston 
street.
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By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

T
he city has 30 days to 
release body camera 
recordings of Don-

ald Neely’s arrest or else ac-
tivists will plan a large march 
through the city’s streets, his 
attorneys said Monday.

In a press conference at-
tended by Neely’s family, 
attorneys Benjamin Crump 
and Melissa Morris an-
nounced they had filed a 
public records request with 
the city for the release of the 
body camera recordings.

The tapes can definitively 
show whether the two Gal-
veston Police Department 
officers who arrested Neely 
on 23rd Street on Aug. 3 
had acted inappropriately, 
he said.

“If these officers are good 
people of good character, 
then the Galveston Police 
Department should have no 
problem releasing the police 
body cam video,” Crump 
said.

Neely did not attend the 
press conference.

In a statement sent after 
the press conference, the 
city said the body camera 
footage would be released 
after investigations into 
Neely’s arrest are completed 
by the Texas Rangers and 
the Galveston County Sher-

iff ’s Office.
“This review is now with 

those agencies and we 
have full confidence they 
will thoroughly and justly 
evaluate the incident,” city 
spokeswoman Marissa Bar-
nett said. “We anticipate the 
body camera footage will be 
released after the investiga-

tions are concluded.”
If the city doesn’t release 

the video, a coalition of civil 
rights and mental health ad-
vocacy groups would hold a 
march in Galveston on Sept. 
15, Crump said.

Two mounted police offi-
cers arrested Neely, 43, for 
trespassing outside the Gal-
veston Park Board of Trust-
ees building, at 601 23rd St.

During his arrest, Neely, 
who is black, was hand-
cuffed and attached to a 
lead, and then walked be-
tween the officers’ two hors-
es to a staging area about 
four blocks, or 400 yards, 
from where he was arrested.

Passersby took pictures 
and video of Neely’s arrest. 
After being posted on social 
media last week, the photos 
drew worldwide attention to 
Galveston and its police de-
partment.

Critics have called the way 
Neely was treated racist, and 
compared the images of his 
arrest to historic images 

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Donald Neely’s siblings, Taranette Neely, right, and Andy 
Neely, stand at a press conference held by civil rights 
attorney Benjamin Crump on behalf of Donald Neely and 
the Neely family at Jack Johnson Park in Galveston on 
Monday.

Seawolf Park is raising much 
more income than it did 

before Hurricane Ike. Where 
is all the money going?

COMING WEDNESDAY

Neely’s lawyers demand  
release of body camera footage
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By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

A former professional football player and 
his wife have taken over operation of two 
day care centers in town, including one that 
was the subject of a state investigation after 
an infant died in August 2018.

James and Brittany Ihedigbo late Friday 
acquired both Kiddie Academy of League 
City East, 2010 E League City Parkway, and 
Kiddie Academy of League City West, 1820 
Butler Road, from the previous owners, 
Cory and Summer Bullock, James Ihedigbo 
said.

Ihedigbo on Monday declined to com-
ment on what his acquisition of the day care 
centers means for the scrutiny the eastern 
location has faced since 4-month-old Sky-
lar McNeel died Aug. 27, 2018, but said he 
looked forward to bringing a revitalized en-
ergy with the takeover.

“We are just excited,” he said. “This is a 
celebratory time for us in the family. We are 
really excited for what’s ahead.”

The Ihedigbo family lives in Friendswood 

Day care under 
scrutiny acquired by 
former NFL player
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By KERI HEATH

The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

A two-year project to recon-
struct and raise the main high-
way in and out of Galveston’s 
West End is set to begin next 
week, leaving some residents 
concerned about navigating the 

road work.
The state agency in charge 

of reconstructing FM 3005 has 
assured residents it will work 
to mitigate any negative effects 
the construction has on traffic, 
but some people are concerned 
that traffic in the increasingly 
popular island’s West End will 
only get worse with the two-year 

project.
The $35.3 million project is 

slated to begin Monday with 
some preliminary work in the 
culverts and placing of bar-
ricades, said Danny Perez, 
spokesman for the Texas De-
partment of Transportation, 
the state agency overseeing the 
project.

Crews over 30 months will 
raise the roadway to 7.5 feet 
above sea level and clean or re-
place the existing storm sewer, 
Perez said.

“The road raising will help 
keep water off the roadway 
during times of severe weather 

West Enders prepare for major 2-year FM 3005 project
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By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON

The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Attorneys representing Dimitrios Pa-
gourtzis want an independent psychiatrist to 
determine whether he’s com-
petent to stand trial in the 
shooting deaths of 10 peo-
ple and injury of more than 
a dozen at Santa Fe High 
School last year.

The attorneys argue Pa-
gourtzis’ mental health has 
been questionable from the 
start and has declined to an 
extent that he’s unable to comprehend the le-
gal proceedings underway against him.

An evaluation of Pagourtzis’ mental health 
could delay a trial on state capital murder 
charges set to begin early next year.

Pagourtzis’ attorneys filed a motion Mon-

Pagourtzis 
incompetent 
to stand trial, 

defense argues

DIMITRIOS 
PAGOURTZIS
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