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Coyotes suspected in death of Galveston family’s pet » A3

Photos by STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News

Zady Jones, 84, walks across a rope bridge while trying out the new senior playground at Carbide Park in La Marque on Wednes-
day. The playground will be offi  cially open to the public today after a ribbon-cutting ceremony.  

LEFT: Bertha Pistone, 90, 
passes a ring across a curved 
metal structure at an exer-
cise station at the new senior 
playground at Carbide Park 
in La Marque. 

BELOW: The park features 
exercise multiple stations 
aimed at keeping seniors 
moving and fi t.  

By T.J. AULDS
The Daily News

 » LA MARQUE 
 � e last time Bertha Pistone, 90, and 

Zady Jones, 84, hopped on playground 
equipment Franklin D. Roosevelt was 
president and teeter-totters and swing 
sets were about all there were to have 
fun in the park. 

� ey and the other 200 members of 
the county’s seniors program will now 
get to goof o�  all they wanted on equip-
ment designed to be fun, as well as help 
them stay � t. While playgrounds for the 
elderly are popular in Asia and Europe 
and can be found in other parts of the 
United States, county o�  cials said this 
playground is � rst of its kind in Texas.

� e county is set to debut the senior 
playground at Carbide Park today.

Carbide Park: Where seniors play

By T.J. AULDS
The Daily News

 » DICKINSON 

A police o�  cer involved Sun-

day night in a high-speed police 

chase that ended in a crash that 

killed six people did not violate 

the department’s chase proce-

dure, department o�  cials said 

Wednesday.

“A preliminary review of the 

circumstances surrounding the 

vehicle pursuit has shown no 

policy violation,” police Capt. 

Jay Jaekel said. 

Dickinson Police o�  cer Dan-

iel Banda, a two-year veteran of 

the department, attempted to 
pull over an SUV a� er he saw 
the vehicle swerving and run-
ning without headlights, police 

Dickinson PD: Officer in fatal chase did not violate procedure

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON
A county request for the city of 

Galveston to begin paying more 
for city prisoners held in the 
county jail could a� ect the city’s 
budget for the next year.

For more than a month, the city 
and the county have been negoti-
ating on how much the city should 
pay the county for 21 beds that are 
set aside at the Galveston County 
Jail for prisoners arrested on mu-
nicipal charges by the Galveston 
Police Department.

� e city pays a rate of about $35 
per prisoner per day for 21 beds at 
the jail, said interim City Manager 
Brian Maxwell. � at rate is set 
whether the beds are used or not. 
� e city pays additional fees if the 
number of municipal prisoners 

City, county 
negotiating 
over prisoner 
costs at jail

By CHRISTOPHER SMITH GONZALEZ
The Daily News

 » LA MARQUE
Voters will weigh in on 10 pro-

posed changes to the city’s char-
ter, including getting rid of term 
limits for the mayor and council 
and allowing reimbursement of 
certain expenses for elected o�  -
cials. 

� e council approved placing 
the 10 propositions on the Nov. 4 
ballot. 

� e majority of the measures 
are meant to clarify and simplify 
the language in the charter, fol-
low recommendations made by 
the Texas Municipal League and 
make the charter agree with state 
law. But when the council ap-
proved the propositions Monday 
members spent the majority of 

Term limits, 
reimbursement 
among charter 
propositions 

At a glance
La Marque voters will vote on 10 
proposed charter amendments 
on Nov. 4. 

Inside
A look at the proposed amend-
ments. Page A4

Juan 
Garcia 
Ahuezo-
teco

By CHRISTOPHER 
SMITH GONZALEZ
The Daily News

 » LA MARQUE
School o�  cials still aren’t 

saying how the district man-
aged to approve two sepa-
rate energy contracts cover-
ing the same time period. 
But information released by 
the school district’s attorney 
shows the district may be 
saving money by going back 
to its original provider.

Earlier this year, the school 
district signed a contract 
for electricity with Reliant 

Energy a� er it already had 
an approved contract with 
the state-backed Energy for 
Schools program. � e Re-
liant contract committed 
the district to a higher per 
kilowatt-hour cost than the 
original contract, according 
to contract documents.

School board trustees last 
week approved switching 
back to Energy for Schools.

Superintendent Terri Wat-
kins said the district’s attor-
neys had not cleared her to 

speak about the details of 
the two contracts. Watkins 
did say that while the issue 
was on the agenda today, she 
did not expect any discus-
sion or action to take place.

In response to a public 
information request, the 
district’s attorney provided 
more than 100 pages of doc-
uments related to the energy 
contracts. � ese were just a 
portion of the documents 

LMISD’s two contracts: Documents begin to shed light

At a glance
WHAT: The La Marque 
school district will meet in 
a regular meeting
WHEN: 7 p.m. today 
WHERE: La Marque 
school district board 
room, 1727 Bayou Road, 
in La Marque

New playground 
features stations to 
help elderly keep fit
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