
By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

Three island residents running 
for city council in next month’s 
municipal election topped the 
$10,000 mark in campaign con-
tributions. The numbers far sur-
pass amounts raised in the same 
period during the last council 

election and could lead to spend-
ing at levels not seen since 2014.

District 3 Councilman Frank 
Maceo, District 3 candidate Da-
vid Collins and District 6 Coun-

cilwoman Carolyn Sunseri each 
raised more than $10,000 for 
their campaigns, according to 
finance reports submitted Thurs-
day to the Galveston City Secre-
tary’s Office.

The numbers far surpass what 
council candidates reported rais-
ing during the same election 
period in 2016, the last time the 

city council was elected. The first 
campaign finance reports for 
municipal elections are due 30 
days before the election.

In 2016, Galveston Mayor Jim 
Yarbrough, who was running for 
his second term, had raised the 
most money among the 14 coun-
cil candidates. He had raised 
$3,020.25.

The 14 candidates combined 
raised a total of $15,279.

So far this year, Sunseri, Col-
lins and Maceo alone have raised 
$33,976.

This year might have been a 
slow one in Galveston politics. Of 
seven city council positions that 

East, West End races draw thousands in donations
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By MARISSA BARNETT
The Daily News

 » TEXAS CITY

Galveston County facilities on 
more than a half-dozen occa-
sions violated permits by releas-
ing higher than allowable levels 
of pollution into area waterways 
during an 18-month period, ac-
cording to data collected through 
state and federal agencies.

In late March, two environ-
mental policy groups co-pub-
lished a report documenting 
8,148 incidents of pollution ex-
ceeding federal safety levels in 
U.S. waters between January 
2016 and September 2017.

Texas businesses accounted 
for 938 of those incidents, the 
most of any state, according to 
research by Frontier Group and 

Study: Area 
facilities 
exceeded 
pollution 
permits

HEALTH 
INFECTIOUS DISEASES 

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

Two weeks after Galveston 
County Health District officials 
announced thousands of patients 
might have been exposed to such 

infectious dis-
eases as HIV and 
hepatitis at a den-
tal clinic, the clin-
ic’s new interim 
director said the 
facility has made 
“good progress” 
toward reopen-
ing.

G a l v e s t o n 
County Health District CEO 
Kathy Barroso spent her first 
week as interim director meet-
ing with staff members and 

New director: 
Progress  

being made at  
troubled clinics

KATHY 
BARROSO
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By VALERIE WELLS
The Daily News

 » FRIENDSWOOD

C
lear Creek divides 
Galveston and Harris 
counties and splits the 

responsibilities of a shared water-
shed, complicating flood control 
and leading to disputes about 
whether both sides are doing 
their fair share to keep the creek 
clear of debris.

The Galveston County Con-
solidated Drainage District clears 
the western and southern bank of 
the creek, while the Harris Coun-
ty Flood Control District clears 
the eastern and northern bank.

Some on the Galveston Coun-
ty side of the creek claim Harris 

A great divide
How many counties does it take to de-snag Clear Creek?

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News photos
Friendswood resident Phil Ratisseau uses his paddle to poke at trash accumulating behind a snag in the waters of Clear Creek in 
Friendswood on Friday.

If You Go
What: Clear 

Creek Watershed 
Steering 
Committee

When: 11 a.m. 
Tuesday

Where: 1605 
Whitaker Drive, in 
Friendswood

LEFT: Debris juts 
from the banks 
of Clear Creek on 
Friday. Galveston 
County clears 
the western and 
southern bank 
of the creek, 
while Harris 
County clears 
the eastern and 
northern bank.

“(Harris County has) done nothing on their side of the creek.”
Jim Hill, Friendswood councilman
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