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FAMILY | REUNION

By KATHRYN EASTBURN
The Daily News

Willard Robinson was the young fa-
ther of three daughters when he was run 
over by a tractor-trailer and his life was 
changed forever.

Brandy Scrudato, his youngest daugh-
ter, was 2-years-old when her father was 
injured and her life was changed forever.

Separated by traumatic circumstanc-
es and apart for 23 years, Robinson and 
Scrudato have reunited this year and, 
soon, Brandy will become her biological 
father’s adopted child.

“I was working as an emergency re-
sponse officer in New York, helping out 

some people on the side of the road and 
waiting for EMS to show up when I got 
run over by a tractor-trailer in a blizzard,” 
Robinson said.

“I woke up weeks later.”
This was in Suffern, New York, about 

45 minutes north of the city. Robinson’s 
injuries were severe — a nearly severed 
vertebra, spine collapsed and hip crushed 
— and his recovery and rehabilitation 
were years long, in several different hos-
pitals, he said. He was left paraplegic but 
eventually regained his ability to walk.

During the time he was hospitalized, 
his wife turned the girls over to children’s 

Man adopts daughter after 23 years of separation
STUART  

VILLANUEVA/
The Daily News

Willard 
Robinson and 
his daughter, 
Brandy Scru-
dato, were 
reunited after 
23 years.

Oh baby, it’s a wild world. Coast Monthly explores  
why more people than ever are flocking here for the birds, 

boating and breathtaking beauty.
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INSIDE: Full  
schedule of  
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and concerts » A3

GOVERNMENT | POSITION CHANGES

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON

The Daily News

 » LA MARQUE

The La Marque city council has 
chosen a South Texas city man-
ager to be its next top adminis-

trator.
The council on Thursday eve-

ning unanimously voted to offer 
the position to Charles “Tink” 
Jackson, 51, who now manages 

HOLIDAY | MARDI GRAS! GALVESTON 2019

La Marque offers South 
Texas man city manager job

GOVERNMENT | CITY COUNCIL DISPUTE

By MATT DEGROOD

The Daily News

 » KEMAH

The city spent $800 on a pre-
sentation that was supposed to 
happen during a canceled coun-
cil meeting, and the mayor and 
administrator should ultimately 
be responsible for repaying tax-
payers, one council member ar-
gues.

“It’s pretty much a waste of 

taxpayer money,” said Matt Wig-
gins, a councilman and former 

Councilman wants mayor, 
administrator to pay $800
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M
ardi Gras! Galves-
ton 2019 kicked 
off Friday night in 

downtown Galveston with the 
George P. Mitchell Mardi Gras 
Award Parade and The Galves-
ton County Daily News Funky 
Uptown Umbrella Parade. The 
two week event continues Satur-
day with numerous parades and 
live music performances. 

— Stuart Villanueva

Mardi Gras kicks off

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Denise Reid twirls her umbrella while dancing under laser lights with other members of the Hot 
Flashers umbrella group before the annual Galveston County Daily News Funky Uptown Um-
brella Parade in downtown Galveston on Friday. The parade was part of the opening festivities of 
Mardi Gras! Galveston 2019.

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Susan Johnston walks with friends in the George P. Mitchell 
Mardi Gras Award Parade in downtown Galveston on Friday.


