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WEATHER | HURRICANE NICHOLAS

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

S
ome Galveston County 
residents might be without 
power for days as repair 

crews clean up after Hurricane 
Nicholas, energy distribution 

companies said 
Tuesday.

For many 
people, power 
flickered off late 
Monday or early 
Tuesday as winds 
knocked over 
poles or blew tree 
limbs into power 

lines. And with many downed 
lines, restoring power to every-
one could take through the end 
of the week, officials said.

By Tuesday afternoon, thou-
sands of customers across Gal-
veston County were without 
power, including 10,000 in Gal-
veston, 7,600 in Hitchcock and 
a few thousand in most other 
mainland communities, accord-
ing to outage maps.

The outages are caused by 
wind damage to the distribution 
system, said Eric Paul, spokes-
man for Texas-New Mexico 
Power, which distributes energy 
to some mainland communities.

“The lines you see around 
neighborhoods, those were 
impacted by wind, trees, other 
things flying around,” Paul said.

Winds in Galveston County 
reached as high as about 70 mph 
early Tuesday, according to the 
National Weather Service.

CenterPoint Energy, which 
distributes power on the island 
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By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

In the hours leading up to Hur-
ricane Nicholas’ arrival, forecast-
ers and local officials warned peo-
ple to prepare for a tropical storm 
— and to especially prepare for 
torrential rains and flooding.

But when Nicholas finally ar-

rived in Galveston County early 
Tuesday morning, it wasn’t rain 
that caused the most damage.

The National Weather Service 
in League City reported winds 
as strong as 68 mph in Galves-
ton County because of Nicholas. 
The strong wind swept across the 
island for hours, ripping down 

Wind, not rain, was 
Nicholas’ calling card
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By EMMA COLLINS
The Daily News

A day after Hurricane Nicho-
las blew through the area, bring-
ing with it high wind, rain and 
fears of flooding, few areas in the 
county reported serious water 
damage.

Most of the damage was lim-
ited to widespread power outag-
es, street flooding and downed 
trees, signs awnings and mangled 
buildings. The storm also mauled 
some buildings under construc-
tion.

In the northern part of the 
county, League City and Friend-
swood had no reports of flood-
ed houses, a relief for officials 
and residents of those cities still 
recovering from catastrophic 

flooding during Hurricane Har-
vey in 2017.

In League City, where 8,000 
houses were flooded during 
Harvey, there were no reports of 
flooded houses despite the rising 
water in Clear Creek, Magnolia 
Creek and the surrounding bay-
ous, Mayor Pat Hallisey said.

“I can’t even tell you what a re-
lief that is,” he said.

Nicholas, which started as a 
tropical storm, grew into a hurri-
cane at about 10 p.m. Monday. It 
brought significantly less rain but 
higher winds than forecast. Only 
about 5 inches to 9 inches of rain 
were measured on the mainland, 
and the island received about 4, 
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Galveston City Council last week asked staff to lower the tax 
rate. But what will the city have to cut to make that happen?

COMING THURSDAY

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | CASES

Associated Press

COVID-19 deaths and cases in 
the United States have climbed 
back to levels not seen since 
last winter, erasing months of 

progress and potentially bolster-
ing President Joe Biden’s argu-
ment for his sweeping new vac-
cination requirements.

COVID-19 cases 
climbing, wiping out 
months of progress

Associated Press

 » SURFSIDE BEACH

Tropical Storm Nicholas 
slowed to a crawl over south-
eastern Texas and southwestern 
Louisiana on Tuesday after blow-
ing ashore as a hurricane, knock-
ing out power to a half-mil-
lion homes and businesses and 
dumping more than a foot of rain 
along the same area swamped by 
Hurricane Harvey in 2017.

Nicholas could potentially stall 
over storm-battered Louisiana 
and bring life-threatening floods 
across the Deep South over the 

Tropical Storm Nicholas slows, dumps rain

ELIZABETH CONLEY/Houston Chronicle
Alfa Alamia cleans up her brother’s yard in Palacios following 
Hurricane Nicholas on Tuesday. Alamia has lived in Palacios 
since she was 12.

Some county residents could 
be without power for days

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
A CenterPoint Energy crew works on downed lines in the 
7100 block of Broadway in Galveston on Tuesday. Utility crews 
worked across Galveston County to restore power knocked out 
by Hurricane Nicholas.

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Downed power poles lean on a building in Jamaica Beach on the West End of Galveston on Tues-
day, after Hurricane Nicholas swept through the county.

County issues 
sigh of relief as 

Nicholas fades away

KEVIN M. COX/The Daily News
A gas pump is crushed at the Circle K Valero Corner Store, 2501 
25th Ave. N in Texas City, after winds from Hurricane Nicholas 
blew down the gas pump awning Tuesday.
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