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RELIGION | INTERNAL CHURCH DISPUTE

By KATHRYN EASTBURN
The Daily News

Less than a month into the new 
year, 2020 is shaping up to be a 
time of either apprehension or 
anticipation for the more than 
13 million worldwide members 
of the United Methodist Church, 
depending on where they stand 
on a proposal that would split the 
church over the issue of rights of 
LGBTQ members and clergy.

Beyond the financial and logis-
tical bottom line of breaking up 
the enormous church organiza-
tion and its resources, individual 
church congregations, like those in 

Galveston County, stand to lose or 
gain the most.

At Moody Memorial First Unit-
ed Methodist Church in Galveston, 
the largest Methodist congregation 
in the county with more than 1,000 
members, the Rev. Jerry Neff, se-
nior pastor, issued a letter to con-
gregants last week outlining the 

Local United Methodists respond to proposed church split
KELSEY WALLING/ 

The Daily News
The Rev. Jerry Neff, 
senior pastor at 
Moody Memorial First 
United Methodist 
Church in Galveston, 
is photographed at 
the church on Thurs-
day. Neff issued a 
letter to congregants 
last week outlining a 
proposal that could 
potentially split the 
United Methodist 
Church over the issue 
of rights of LGBTQ 
members.
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TOURISM | CRUISE PASSENGERS

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Ahead of the opening of a third 
cruise terminal in 2021, Galves-
ton tourism leaders are trying to 
form partnerships that will en-
courage those cruise passengers 
to stay longer, and spend more 
money, on the island.

The Galveston Park Board of 
Trustees, which promotes tour-
ism on the island, is in initial dis-
cussions with SunWard Tours, a 
company that specializes in tour 
packages for cruise passengers 
in the port of departure, officials 
said.

It’s the first step in making sure 
the cruisers expected to flock to 
the island bring money not just 
to the cruise industry but also 

Galveston hopes to  
entice cruisers to linger 

longer, spend more

PARKS AND RECREATION | HISTORIC CEMETERY MAINTENANCE PROGRAM

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

A new park maintenance pro-
gram means the city’s historic 
cemeteries will get more, and 
more regular, attention, officials 
said.

The city’s Department of Parks 
and Recreation last week fielded 
a newly created cemetery crew, 
a group of four people, who will 

focus entirely on the upkeep and 
maintenance of Galveston’s his-
toric cemeteries.

The initiative is the latest part 
of the city’s new parks keep-
er program, under which staff 
members are assigned to specific 
parks for work.

The city’s parks department al-
ways has maintained the histor-
ic cemeteries but, under the old 

City to spend more time 
maintaining cemeteries

KELSEY  

WALLING/ 
The Daily News

Mario Ceballos 
with Galveston 
Parks and Recre-
ation uses a leaf 
blower to clean 
headstones of 
grass and dirt at 
the Evergreen 
Cemetery in 
Galveston on 
Friday. The city 
has appointed a 
crew of four to 
spend more time 
maintaining Gal-
veston’s historic 
cemeteries.

HISTORY | MEDICAL CATASTROPHE

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

I
t’s been 100 years since the 
Black Death came to Gal-
veston

A seaport city that has seen 
more than its share of death and 
destruction, the island is ap-
proaching one of the most grue-
some anniversaries in its long 
history: a 1920 plague outbreak 
that left more than a dozen peo-
ple dead, sent a bolt of cold fear 
through the populace and led the 
city to declare war on rats.

The war was over by the year’s 
end, with more than 40,000 dead 
rats and the plague successfully 
eliminated.

The outbreak is not the most 
well-known disaster in Galves-
ton’s often bleak history. Even 
other pestilence, such as yellow 
fever, comes more quickly to 
mind. But local historians argue 
the public health crisis caused by 
the plague left an enduring mark 
on the island.

100th anniversary  
of Black Death in Galveston

Legacy of  

bubonic plague  

outbreak persists  

a century later

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
At the Blocker History of Medicine Collections in the Moody 
Medical Library on Monday, Paula Summerly, a research 
project manager with the John P. McGovern Academy of 
Oslerian Medicine at the University of Texas Medical Branch in 
Galveston, and Vladimir Motin, a microbiology and pathology 
professor at the medical branch, look through journals that Dr. 
Mark Boyd kept during the 1920 bubonic plague outbreak.

“We’re always 
trying to find that 

way to further 
engage with the 
cruise passenger. 
What we want 
to do is convert 

them into a  
future visitor  
to the island.”

Michael Woody,  

chief tourism officer  

at Galveston Island  

Convention  

and Visitors Bureau
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