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EDUCATION | SCHOOL HOURS

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

The start of classes will stay the 
same for all Clear Creek Inde-
pendent School District students 
next year, the district’s board of 
trustees decided late Monday.

The board in a 4-3 vote sid-
ed with Superintendent Greg 
Smith’s recommendation to keep 
the same class schedule for the 
next school year, ending a dis-
cussion that began months ago 
when some parents asked wheth-
er students, those in high school 
in particular, would be better off 
if their days began later.

“I view this recommendation 

not as standing still, but as mov-
ing forward,” board President 
Laura DuPont said.

As part of Smith’s recommen-
dation, the district will also con-
duct an internal review of how 
homework is assigned, offer high 
school students more schedule 
personalization when possible 

A League City oil company supplier is suing two former 
employees, among others. Find out why in The Docket.
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GOVERNMENT | OPIOID CRISIS

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Galveston County will not 
join a group of city and county 
governments negotiating a set-
tlement to a nationwide lawsuit 
against makers and distributors 
of prescription opioid drugs.

Commissioners voted unan-
imously Monday to opt out of 
attempts to settle the National 
Prescription Opiates Litigation 
lawsuit, an effort to hold drug 
manufacturers and distributors 
responsible for the national drug 
epidemic that plagued the coun-
try over the past 10 years.

Hundreds of local govern-
ments and other entities, such as 
hospitals, have accused pharma-
ceutical companies of downplay-
ing the addictive nature of opi-
oids and prescription painkillers 
largely blamed for one of the 
deadliest drug crises in U.S. his-
tory. Opioids include prescrip-

tion and illicit drugs.
The decision doesn’t mean the 

county is abandoning its lawsuit, 
Galveston County Judge Mark 
Henry said. Rather, the county 
will work with the Texas Attor-
ney General’s Office to reach 
a different settlement with the 
drug companies, Henry said.

“We decided 
that we didn’t 
want to be part 
of this group 
any more, 
because this 
group could 
have a binding 
effect on other 

entities, and we had a window to 
get out of it,” Henry said.

Commissioners thought the 
county’s interests would be better 
served by bowing out of the large 
litigation, Henry said.

MARITIME | PROPOSED FEDERAL FISHING RULES

By KATHRYN EASTBURN
The Daily News

S
ome commercial anglers 
are worried that proposed 
new federal rules restrict-

ing harvesting methods near des-
ignated coral reefs will cut their 
catches.

The restrictions are necessary, 
however, to prevent bad practices 
and generally protect reef habi-
tats essential to having any fish to 
catch, one supporter of the new 
rules argues.

The proposed rules, five years 
in the making and in the final 
stages of public comment, would 
apply to reefs designated as Hab-
itat Areas of Particular Concern 
by the National Marine Fisheries 
Service, an agency of the Nation-
al Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration.

The fisheries service drafted 
the guidelines in cooperation 
with the Gulf of Mexico Fishery 
Management Council, made up 
of recreational and commercial 
fishermen and others from five 
Gulf Coast states, including Tex-
as.

Three of the areas designated 
for new regulations are in north-
western Gulf waters, where Tex-
as commercial fishermen ply for 
deep-sea fish.

In those areas, fishermen 
would be prohibited from using 
bottom-tending gear and from 

CCISD keeps  
start times steady  

for next year
How they voted

For: Jay Cunningham, Laura 
DuPont, Win Weber and Paige 
Rander

Against: Jennifer Broddle, 
Scott Bowen and Arturo 
Sanchez

County to back out of 
opioid negotiating group

ENVIRONMENT | CONTROLLING FLOODING

By COLLEEN BARRY
Associated Press

 » VENICE, Italy

One of only four oar makers for Venice’s 
famed gondoliers, Paolo Brandolisio wades 
through his ground-floor workshop for the 
third time in a week of record-breaking 
floods, despairing of any help from national 
or local institutions.

“If these phenomena continue to repeat 
themselves, you have to think about how to 
defend yourself,” he says. “Because the de-
fenses that the politicians have made don’t 
seem to be nearly enough.”

“You have to think of yourself,” he re-
peats.

Venetians are fed up with what they see 

Rules would restrict fishing  
around Gulf coral reefs

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
G.P. Schmahl, director of the Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary, favors regulations that 
would protect areas of concern where coral habitats are threatened by inappropriate fishing techniques.

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Snapper rest in a bin after being unloaded at Katie’s Seafood 
Market in Galveston on Monday. 

“Everybody wants to protect corals, and 
everybody wants to eat fish. We’d just 
like them to use more common sense 
in their approach to protecting reefs.”

Buddy Guindon

Flood-hit Venice’s dwindling 
population faces mounting woes

See VENICE » A5
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Venetian 
people 
in a bar 
amid ris-
ing water 
in Venice, 
northern 
Italy on 
Sunday.
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