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The city has asked outside 
agencies to investigate the Satur-
day arrest of Donald Neely, who 
was handcuffed, attached to a 

rope and led along a downtown 
street by two officers on horse-
back.

Mayor Jim Yarbrough an-

nounced the outside investiga-
tion during a special city council 
meeting Thursday.

City Manager Brian Maxwell 
had recommended the outside 
investigation and Police Chief 
Vernon Hale had agreed to it, ac-
cording to the city.

The Texas Department of 

Public Safety and the Galveston 
County Sheriff’s Office would 
conduct the investigation.

“This is such a polarizing event 
that it’s imperative that we have 
an independent, third-party in-
vestigation to ensure we address 
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Galveston’s low temperature on Wednes-
day night was 86 degrees — the highest 
minimum ever recorded on the island, ac-
cording to the National Weather Service.

Often, Galveston can boast cooler tem-
peratures than those across the bay thanks 
to coastal breezes, but not this week.

“Right now the dew point, or the amount 
of moisture in the air, is really high and 
doesn’t allow the air temperature to drop 
down,” said meteorologist Jimmy Fowler of 
the weather service’s Houston division.

“The moisture in the air late in the day is 
still trapping energy from the sun,” Fowler 

said.
In League City, with a slightly lower dew 

point, the temperature dipped overnight on 
Wednesday to 79 degrees compared to Gal-
veston’s 86.

But even 86 degrees felt cool compared to 
Thursday’s high temperatures. On Galves-
ton Island, the mercury rose to 95 by 1 p.m. 
with a heat index of 117 degrees, warranting 
an excessive heat warning.

“Basically that means no strenuous out-
door activity, try to drink lots of water and, 

when you can, stay inside and enjoy the 
air-conditioning,” Fowler said.

The excessive heat warning applied only to 
coastal Galveston County, while areas on the 
mainland were under an excessive heat ad-
visory which means about the same — seek 
cool and shaded places to avoid overheating.

The county can expect more of the same 
for as long as the high-pressure system sit-
ting on top of Texas remains lodged in place, 
likely at least until Monday or Tuesday of 
next week, said meteorologist Scott Over-
peck of the weather service.

“This kind of high-pressure system is pret-

Man, it’s hot out there

Island logs record high minimum temperature 
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Jett Morales, 4, wipes water from his face while cooling off at the Bay Street Park splash pad in Texas City on Thursday.

More than a year after 
switching trash providers, 

some League City residents 
say they still aren’t satisfied 

with the level of service.
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A federal magistrate judge has 
recommended people arrested in 
Galveston County for felonies be 
provided with criminal defense 
attorneys at all initial bail hearings.

The 45-page recommendation, 
released late Wednesday, by U.S. 
Magistrate Judge Andrew Edison, 
does not, however, throw out or 
block other changes the county has 
made to pretrial systems.

The recommendation, which 
still must be approved by a federal 
district court judge, supports a re-
quest by the American Civil Liber-
ties Union of Texas to decrease the 
amount of time arrestees go with-
out seeing an attorney.

The civil liberties union sued the 
county in April 2018 on behalf of 
Aaron Booth, 37, a Galveston man 
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Willie Nelson has come off 
his tour because of a “breathing 
problem.”

Nelson was scheduled to ap-
pear at the Grand 1894 Opera 

House on Nov. 
19.

The 86-year-
old singer apolo-
gized on Twitter 
late Wednesday, 
writing “I need 
to have my doc-

tor check out.” 
Nelson had just 
finished per-

forming with Alison Krauss in 
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A first look at the draft agree-
ment meant to clarify the city’s 
relationship with the Park Board 

of Trustees left council members 
unclear about which could best 
manage a popular park.

The document, meant to 
streamline an agreement almost 
50 years old, has led to tension be-
tween the city and park board and 

raised questions about the author-
ity of both.

During about two hours of dis-
cussion Thursday, several council 
members said they needed much 
more specific information about 
Seawolf Park, 100 Seawolf Park 

Blvd., before deciding who could 
best manage the Pelican Island 
park and collect about $1 million 
in revenue it earns each year.

The park board manages Sea-

Galveston council can’t decide who should run parks
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