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JUDICIAL SYSTEM | SPECIALTY COURT

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Galveston County Commis-
sioners on Monday are set to vote 
on a budget proposal that would 
earmark $571,688 for the cre-
ation and management of a new 
mental health specialty court.

The money is close to the 
amount proposed by Wayne 
Mallia, a former district court 
judge hired in June to develop a 

plan for the new court.
The money will come from 

county reserve funds, according 
to agenda documents released by 
the county Thursday evening.

If the money is approved, the 
next step will be to begin hiring 
the staff members to work on the 
court, Mallia said.

“After that, we might start hir-
ing the staff and putting them 
in place, and then we can start 
screening applicants and seeing 
if they’re eligible for a mental 
health court,” Mallia said.

The court may be operating as 
soon as February, though an of-
ficial start date depends on how 
quickly the hiring can take place, 

Mallia said.
Mallia said he expected it to 

be especially challenging for the 
court to find a licensed mental 
health social worker.

“They’re in high demand, but 
there are not that many of them 
out there,” Mallia said.

The court would give people 
charged with felonies and diag-
nosed with mental health disor-
ders opportunity to seek treat-
ment instead of serving jail time.

The court will aim to handle 

about 30 cases in its first year, 
Mallia said. People who are un-
der the supervision of the court 
would be released from the 
county jail and be required to 
seek treatment for their mental 
health issues and be monitored 
by county-employed supervisors.

“We’re be looking at those of-
fenders who are looking at going 
to the penitentiary if they don’t 
get into the mental health court 

SPORTS PLUS: Houston comes out strong in beginning of AFC Divisional 
Playoff Game, but just as quickly falters losing to Chiefs 51-31 » B1

GOVERNMENT | AMENITIES

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

In light of the success of the city’s 
first dog park, city administrators 
are planning a second for the east-
ern part of town, and crews might 
begin work as soon as May.

The city council on Tues-
day will consider expanding its 

agreement with Houston-based 
landscape architecture firm TBG 
Partners to add design work for 
the proposed east side dog park.

“Due to the heavy use of the 
Lynn Gripon Park Dog Park, 
completed in 2017, located on 
the far west side of the city, it 
became apparent that there is a 
need for another dog park fur-
ther east or centralized within the 

city of League City,” said Chien 
Wei, director of parks for the city.

The city’s first dog park opened 
Nov. 12, 2017, after years of planning 
and debate. The $150,000 dog park is 
on a 3-acre site that used to be a water 
plant and had no immediate other 
use, city staff said at the time.

This second dog park would 
be built on land near Hometown 
Heroes Park, slightly west of 

Egret Bay Boulevard and south of 
state Highway 96, records show.

The city council added the proj-
ect to the 2019 capital improve-
ment plan and, in November 2018, 
reached an agreement with TBG 
for about $22,500 to include design 
work for the dog park in an exist-
ing agreement for work at Home-
town Heroes Park, officials said.

Tuesday’s agreement, then, if 

approved also would add more 
design work on additional ame-
nities that would cost about 
$4,500, officials said.

Actual construction of the 
park would cost about $177,000 
in addition to the design costs, 
officials said.

Matt deGrood: 409-683-5230; matt.
degrood@galvnews.com

County set to fund mental health court
If you go

What: Galveston County 
Commissioners Court

Where: 722 21st Street, 
Galveston

When: 9:30 a.m. Monday, 
Jan. 13

Second League City dog park might soon be in works

LAW ENFORCEMENT | PUBLIC PATHWAYS

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

I
t took Dan Strothers, Gal-
veston parking enforcement 
supervisor, about 20 min-

utes Thursday afternoon to find 
three cars parked in driveways 
and illegally blocking sidewalks.

“It’s a city sidewalk, and people 
think they own it,” Strothers said.

Last year, Galveston issued 62 
citations for vehicles blocking a 
sidewalk or public pathway, ac-
cording to city records.

But Strothers, who has been 
with the city almost five years, 
sees the infraction every day, he 
said.

For pedestrians, the chronic 
issue of vehicles blocking side-
walks when parked in driveways 
is a safety hazard and one that 
blocks people with disabilities 
from easily traveling.

In Galveston, it’s a $75 fine to 
block public pathways, according 
to the city.

That pathway could be a con-
structed sidewalk or the right 
of way along a grassy area, even 

Cars blocking sidewalk a  
safety hazard for pedestrians

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
After issuing a ticket, City of Galveston parking enforcement supervisor Dan Strothers photographs a car 
parked across a sidewalk in Galveston on Thursday.

“Given the 

condition  

of some of the 

sidewalks 

in the 

neighborhood, 

having some 

of them 

blocked by 

cars does 

make the 

walking  

situation more 

difficult, 

and less safe.”

Jeff Patterson 

member of the  

East End Historic  

District Association
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