
By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

A $2.3 million series of proj-
ects to de-snag four tributaries of 
Clear Creek might increase their 
capacity by as much as 29,000 
gallons per second, but could 
take several years before con-
struction begins, city administra-
tors said.

League City is the latest Galves-
ton County community to con-
sider a de-snagging project as a 
means to reduce flooding. Some 
area leaders have favored the 
method, which clears some veg-
etation and other obstructions 

from along the banks of a creek 
because it can be done without 
approval from the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, they’ve said.

But, as part of the project, 
crews would 
de-snag a to-
tal of more 
than 18,960 
feet of chan-
nel in Mag-
nolia Creek, 
Cedar Gully, 
Landing Ditch 
and New-

port Ditch in League City with 
approval from the corps, said 

Clear Creek de-snagging 
project could take years
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GOVERNMENT | MASS SHOOTINGS

By KATHRYN EASTBURN

The Daily News

A little more than 30 days after 
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott issued eight 
executive orders in response to back-
to-back mass shootings in El Paso and 
Odessa that killed 29 people, there’s 
debate about whether the orders will 

help reduce gun violence or prevent 
future massacres.

At least two Galveston County resi-
dents deeply involved in the problem 
of school shootings since the 2018 
Santa Fe shooting that killed 10 peo-
ple and injured many more, have their 
doubts, they said.

Mike Matranga, director of security 

for Texas City public schools, believes 
his district is far ahead of the state in 
its efforts to root out would-be shoot-
ers, identify and capture them before 
they do damage to themselves or oth-
ers, arguing the Texas Department of 
Public Safety doesn’t have the resourc-
es required to fulfill Abbott’s orders.

Rhonda Hart, former Santa Fe In-

dependent School District bus driver 
and mother of Kimberly Vaughan, 
14, killed in the Santa Fe High School 
shooting, characterizes Abbott’s initia-
tives as “shenanigans.”

“I call shenanigans on the whole 
thing,” Hart said. “He released a 

Abbott’s gun-violence plan reaches 30-day threshold

GREG 
ABBOTT

Inside
n County 
joins League 
City in Clear 
Creek study 
» A8

In Political Buzz: What’s the secret program  
the sheriff doesn’t want to talk about in an open meeting?

COMING THURSDAY

SPORTS BUSINESS | TWITTER CONTROVERSY

By TIM REYNOLDS
Associated Press

It wasn’t even a month ago that 
NBA Commissioner Adam Sil-

ver sat overlook-
ing center court 
at an arena in Bei-
jing, watching the 
gold-medal game 
at the World Cup 
with other basket-
ball dignitaries.

That night was 
all smiles.

Silver’s return 
to China later 
this week will be 
much different.

The relation-
ship between Chi-
na and the NBA

a multibil-
lion-dollar mar-
riage that involves 

media rights, streaming, mer-
chandise sales and much more 

— is strained right now in ways 
unlike any other since the league 
first began planting roots there 
in earnest three decades ago. A 
since-deleted tweet from Hous-
ton Rockets general manager 
Daryl Morey that showed sup-
port for Hong Kong anti-govern-
ment protesters prompted an im-
mediate backlash, complicated 
further by the timing of the NBA 
having two preseason games in 
China this week.

“We apologize,” Rockets star 
James Harden said in Japan on 

NBA’s ties with  
China, worth billions, 

now under strain
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WATERWAYS | FLOODING PROJECT

LAW ENFORCEMENT | MANHUNT

By KATHRYN EASTBURN
The Daily News

 » TEXAS CITY

A 
spate of violence Sun-
day, including two 
armed carjackings and 

a deadly shooting, ended Mon-
day afternoon with a 16-year-
old boy in custody and facing 
possible capital murder charges, 
police said.

The chain of events began 
Sunday evening at a cell phone 
store at 5320 FM 1765, police 
said.

Two victims reported a young 
male wearing blue jeans and a 
white hooded sweatshirt ap-
proached them in the parking 
lot, pulled a handgun and de-
manded they hand over their 
keys, said Cpl. Allen Bjerke, 
spokesman for the Texas City 

Police Department.
The victims complied, and the 

suspect drove away in the van, 
according to police.

Less than an hour later, at 
8:30 p.m., Curtis Lee, 45, was 
shot dead outside Building 12 
at the Costa Mariposa Apart-
ments, 7555 Medical Center 
Drive, where he resided, police 

Police hold 16-year-old  
in carjackings, killing

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Members of the Galveston Police Department SWAT team search a wooded area near Main 
Street in La Marque on Monday during a manhunt in connection with a fatal carjacking at a Texas 
City apartment complex Sunday night.

POLICE | AUTOPSY

By KATHRYN EASTBURN
The Daily News

 » HITCHCOCK

An autopsy by the Galveston 
County Medical Examiner has 
determined blunt-force trauma 
caused the death of Kevin Dar-
nell Norman last week in Hitch-
cock.

Norman, 50, was found 
Thursday beside state High-
way 6, not breathing, according 
to Hitchcock Police. He was 
transported to a University of 
Texas Medical Branch hospi-
tal in Galveston, where he was 
pronounced dead, police said. 
Police declined to say what time 
Norman was found.

Police Chief Wilmon Smith 
of Hitchcock initially reported 
Norman was believed to be in 
poor health at the time of his 
death. A subsequent autopsy, 
however, revealed his death was 
caused by blunt-force trauma, 
said John “D.J.” Florence of the 

Blunt-force trauma found to be cause in death
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