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BUSINESS | CONVENTIONS AND VISITORS’  BUREAU

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

When the city’s first conven-
tions and visitors’ bureau admin-
istrator arrived in January 2017, 
he laid out a plan under which 
Galveston County’s biggest com-
munity would court more sports 

tourism and pursue people head-
ed for Galveston and Houston, 
but looking for a cheaper place 
to stay.

About two years later, some 
aspects of the plan are well un-
derway, while much remains to 
be done on others, said Bryan 
Roller, the city’s convention and 
visitors’ bureau administrator.

“When I first started, you get 
to building the foundation a little 
bit,” Roller said. “But then I took 
over as the director of communi-
cation for 10 months, until some-
one came on board. Now it’s 
freed me up to put more things 
in place.”

The things in place so far are 
a succession of tournaments 

and events that are planned for 
League City this month, Roller 
said.

“We are making strides,” he 
said. “We hosted the first of four 
sporting events, the Thornton 
Gymnastics Invitational that had 
200 competitors and an estimat-
ed 700 parents come in for the 
weekend. That event went really 

well.”
Sports tourism is any travel 

where people are either observ-
ing or participating in sporting 
events and, in recent years, has 
become a target for cities across 
the state and country, including 
Galveston and League City.

City progressing on plans to court tourists

A national group working to end greyhound racing  
has asked the Texas Racing Commission to investigate  

the deaths of four dogs at a track in La Marque.

COMING TUESDAY

GOVERNMENT | PUBLIC AMENITIES

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

On a chilly Friday afternoon, 
David Rojas watched his grand-
daughter and two dogs run 
through the playground in Jones 
Park.

“It’s a beautiful piece of prop-
erty,” Rojas, a Galveston native, 
said. “It’s just a mud spot. When 
it rains a lot, it’s terrible.”

Jones Park, a piece of proper-
ty the city once wanted to sell, is 
slated for a facelift, though when 

that will come is still up in the air.
The park, 71st Street and Jones 

Drive, has been plagued with 
drainage problems for years, but 
when the city put the park up for 
sale in 2017, voters cast down the 
measure with about 53 percent of 
the vote.

Now, the city is in the stages of 
preliminary design to improve 
the park and resolve some of the 
drainage problems, city spokes-
woman Marissa Barnett said.

“We’ve identified funding 

LEGISLATURE | PET-FRIENDLY RESTAURANTS

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

W
hen the sun finally 
comes back out and 
sunny spring arrives 

on Galveston Island, some dog 
owners might seek out a restau-
rant patio, where they can sit and 
eat with their loyal companion 
and enjoy the nice weather.

But while the sight of a dog on 
a patio isn’t uncommon in Gal-
veston and other places around 
the county, it’s against the rules.

Texas health codes general-
ly prohibit dogs from being in 
restaurants — even in outdoor 
areas with patios. The rule is 
enforced by inspectors from the 
Galveston County Health Dis-
trict, who can fine restaurants 
that allow dogs in eating areas.

But that rule might soon 
change. State and local leaders 
say they are looking at the pos-
sibility of changing rules that 
would make taking dogs out to 
eat legal in more places.

New plan for Jones Park 
aims to address drainage

KELSEY WALLING/The Daily News
David Martinez shoots over Troy Alvarez while playing basketball 
at Jones Park in Galveston on Friday. The city has dedicated mon-
ey to the park and is planning a project to renovate the area.

State, city moving to make  
dogs welcome at eateries

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Chad Huffines of Mansfield cradles his dog as he and his family order food on the patio at a 
downtown restaurant in Galveston on Wednesday.

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
A “dog friendly patio” sign hangs on a fence at the Stuttgarden 
Tavern location in downtown Galveston on Wednesday.

“For many Texans, dogs are part of the family, 

and restaurants that want to welcome them  

in outside areas should be able to do that  

without having to worry about extra expenses 

and over-the-top government regulation.”

State Sen. Kelly Hancock, a Republican from Fort Worth
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