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POST-HARVEY | RECOVERY

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Galveston County groups that 
rely on volunteers to help bolster 
recovery efforts after Hurricane 
Harvey are starting to see a de-
crease in the number of people 
helping out — even as the de-
mand for help remains.

During the first year and a half 
after Harvey, volunteer groups 
played a major role in recovery 
work, particularly for under-
served and low-income residents.

But time and tiredness have 
started to wear away at the num-
ber of people volunteering to 
help with rebuilding or repair-
ing flood-damaged homes, Ben 

Baldwin, the executive director 
of the 4B Disaster Response Net-
work, said.

“It’s dropped off quite a bit,” 
Baldwin said on Friday. “We’re 

having to work pretty hard now 
to try to get people out in the 
area.”

The disaster response network 
is a network of churches that or-
ganizes members to volunteer in 
Galveston and southern Harris 
counties.

“I think a lot of people in the 

As Harvey volunteers tire, county to organize work days

GOVERNMENT | SAND PROJECT

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

A four-year project to sur-
vey Galveston beaches aims to 
measure how much sand is on 
the island, a process that’s key to 
preparing for the next big storm, 
officials said.

This is the second iteration of 
the survey, which is a joint effort 
between the city and the Galves-
ton Park Board of Trustees.

The project, which follows a 
2014 to 2017 survey, will assess 
volumes of sand and the loca-
tions of dunes, among other data.

Over four years, the survey 

is expected to cost more than 
$430,000, an expense shared be-
tween the park board and the 
city, according to reports.

If a major storm causes the 
need for more surveys, there 
could be more costs, according 
to reports.

The city’s part will be paid for 
through Industrial Development 

City, park board to start 
four-year beach survey

Online
To view Galveston’s current 

beach survey: http://www.
galvestontx.gov/558/Beach-
Survey

RESTRUCTURING | PROGRAM MANAGEMENT

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

A proposal to transfer man-
agement of a program that grants 
money to some island nonprof-
its could mean restructuring the 
distribution of that money.

The Galveston City Council 

and Galveston Park Board of 
Trustees last month began dis-
cussing moving the task of giving 

Park board might take 
over arts funding task

MARITIME | MARINE SCIENCE

By KATHRYN EASTBURN

The Daily News

A new report from the Vir-
ginia Institute of Marine Science 
shows a steady rise in relative sea 
level along Galveston Island with 
sea level rising presently at the 
highest rate of 32 monitored lo-

cations around the country.
“The sea level rise rate in Gal-

veston is accelerating and has 
been over the past couple of 
years, increasing slightly faster 
than in the previous 10-year peri-
od,” Molly Mitchell, a researcher 
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New maps predict sea 
level rise through 2050

HOLIDAY | MARDI GRAS

“It’s dropped off quite a bit. We’re having to work  
pretty hard now to try to get people out in the area.”

Ben Baldwin, the executive director of the 4B Disaster Response Network
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M
ardi Gras was 
celebrated Sunday 
across the island with 

the Mardi Gras Ball for Special 
People at Moody Gardens and 
parades through downtown Gal-
veston. The Shriners Hospitals 
for Children and Sunshine Kids 
Parade kicked things off down-
town for the free, family-friend-
ly day of Mardi Gras. It was 
followed by the popular Krewe 
of Barkus & Meoux pet parade 
and the Firefighters Children’s 
Parade. Mardi Gras will come 
to a close with the Mystic Krewe 
of Aquarius’ annual Fat Tuesday 
Parade.

— Jennifer Reynolds

Kids and pets cap off  
2nd weekend of Mardi Gras

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News photos
Bailey Desormeaux flings Mardi Gras beads into the crowd during the annual Firefighters Chil-
dren’s Parade in Galveston on Sunday. MORE PHOTOS » A10

Mini, a Chihuahua Jack Russel terrier mix, hitches a ride on 
owner John Payne’s back during the annual Krewe of Barkus & 
Meoux pet parade at Mardi Gras in Galveston on Sunday.

ABOVE: Theresa Schoppe, left, and her sister, Janet, 
dance during the annual Mardi Gras Ball for Special 
People at Moody Gardens in Galveston on Sunday. 
Schoppe made her Jungle Jam Princess costume to go 
with the event’s theme. RIGHT: Honey, a pygmy goat, 
walks with owner Stephanie Conway in the annual 
Krewe of Barkus & Meoux pet parade.


