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KELSEY WALLING/The Daily News
Joe Dickson sits in his office in front of a painting 
and map of Santa Fe at City Hall on Tuesday. Dick-
son is retiring as Santa Fe’s city manager after 22 
years.

Seawolf a sticking point

By KATHRYN EASTBURN

The Daily News

 » SANTA FE

Joe Dickson has been Santa Fe’s city 
manager for more than half the city’s 
history and now he’s retiring.

This time, he’s serious, he said.
“This is about the fourth time I’ve 

said I’m going to do it, but I really am 
this time,” Dickson said.

Dickson turned 70 in June, just after 
the anniversary of the May 18, 2018 
Santa Fe school shooting. Mayor Jason 
Tabor asked Dickson to stay until the 
anniversary, Tabor said, then put out a 
request for proposals for a search firm 
to hire a new city manager.

The shooting profoundly affected 
everyone in town, whether or not they 
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COMING SOON

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » CRYSTAL BEACH

A teenager is in serious con-
dition at a Galveston hospital 
after nearly drowning from be-
ing caught in a pump system at 
a Bolivar Peninsula water park, 
officials said.

The teen, a 14-year-old boy, 
fell into an intake pipe at the Fun 
Town Water Park, 995 Noble 
Carl Drive, around 10:45 p.m. 
on Saturday, Galveston County 
Sheriff Henry Trochesset said.

The teen and a friend lifted up 
a grate at the water park before 
he slipped in, Trochesset said. He 
was underwater for an unknown 
amount of time before he was 
taken out of the water, Troches-
set said.

“When he lifted the grate, he 
slipped because it was under the 
water,” Trochesset said. “After he 
slipped, he went into the intake 
to where this pump would be.”

The teen was out of the wa-
ter and alert when emergency 
responders arrived at the wa-
ter park, said Doug Saunders, 
district manager for Galveston 
County Emergency Services 
District No. 2.

However, it appears the teen’s 
condition worsened after he was 
taken to the University of Texas 
Medical Branch. In Facebook 
posts, family members said the 
teen had been placed in a med-
ically induced coma and that the 
incident had caused his esopha-
gus to detach from his stomach.

Family members did not re-
spond to a request for comment 
on Tuesday. The Daily News is 
not reporting the teen’s name 
because his family did not give 
permission to report it.

The sheriff’s office did not re-
lease the teen’s name because he 
is a minor.

The University of Texas Med-
ical Branch could not confirm 
the teen’s condition on Tuesday 
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By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Seawolf Park on Pelican Island has under-
gone millions of dollars in repairs over the last 
decade and now generates more than $1 mil-
lion in revenue annually, park board officials 
said on Tuesday.

Despite those large numbers, the park and 
its management have now taken center stage in 
a management dispute between the Galveston 
City Council and the Park Board of Trustees.

After almost of year of discussions and meet-
ings, the final passage of a sweeping interlocal 
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STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Jerry Moore of Arkansas casts his line from the rocks near the pier at Seawolf Park on Pelican 
Island on Tuesday.
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By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

The Park Board of Trustees hopes that a joint 
meeting with the Galveston City Council next 
month can result in a custody agreement for 
Seawolf Park, the Pelican Island property that’s 
at the center of an interlocal agreement negotia-
tion between the two groups.

Two city council members said on Tuesday 
they hoped the council and the board could 
meet about the future of the park at a meeting 
on Sept. 12.

The management of the popular park has 
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By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

The unrelenting heat that’s 
blanketed the island for most of 
the last week has continued to 
break high temperature records.

Temperatures recorded at 
Scholes International Airport 
have broken or tied record high 
minimums since Thursday, Na-
tional Weather Service meteorol-
ogist Wendy Wong said Tuesday.

It is, of course, normal for Gal-
veston to be hot during the sum-
mer, she said.

“But this stretch has been 
long,” Wong said.

The weather service issued 
a heat advisory for the area 
through Wednesday evening, ex-
pecting heat index values rang-
ing from 103 degrees to 110 de-
grees.

While the consistency is ab-
normal, the high temperatures 
themselves are not unusual, 
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